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areas not effectively sampled using a 
bottom trawl. 

MA DMF requests exemption from 
lobster gear regulations to allow for 
closed escape vents in order to target all 
lobsters, including lobsters that do not 
satisfy Federal minimum size 
regulations for retention of lobster catch. 
The escape vent must remain closed in 
order to accurately quantify both 
juvenile and adult lobster abundance 
within the study area. MA DMF is also 
requesting exemptions from the lobster 
trap limit, in order to allow 
participating vessels to retain on board 
experimental lobster traps that would 
cause vessels to exceed the 800-trap 
limit for Lobster Management Areas 
(LMAs) 1 and 2. Federal lobster 
regulations also require a trap tag to be 
fixed to each active lobster trap; 
however, the survey traps will remain 
separate from each vessel’s commercial 
fishing traps, and would be hauled 
during sampling trips only. Therefore, 
the survey traps would not be fixed with 
the conventional lobster trap tags. 
However, there would be an 
identification tag fixed to each survey 
trap for the duration of the study. 

MA DMF is also requesting 
exemptions to allow one Federal lobster 
permit holder to be exempt from the 
management area designation 
requirements, to allow the permit holder 
to fish experimental traps in LMA 2 
while having an LMA 3 on his Federal 
permit. This exemption will allow the 
vessel to set survey traps in an area not 
designated on his permit. This permit 
holder would not be allowed to 
commercially fish and land lobsters for 
sale with traps in LMA 2. 

Site selection would be based on a 
random, stratified sampling design, 
consistent with standardized 
methodology used to perform lobster 
surveys. All catch during dedicated 
research trips would be retained on- 
board for a short period of time to allow 
MA DMF staff to record the following 
information: The number of lobsters 
caught; the size (carapace length in mm) 
and sex of each lobster; the hardness of 
each lobster shell; and the presence/
absence of lobster parts, shell damage, 
shell disease, and eggs in female 
lobsters. 

If approved, the applicant may 
request minor modifications and 
extensions to the EFP throughout the 
year. EFP modifications and extensions 
may be granted without further notice if 
they are deemed essential to facilitate 
completion of the proposed research 
and have minimal impacts that do not 
change the scope or impact of the 
initially approved EFP request. Any 
fishing activity conducted outside the 

scope of the exempted fishing activity 
would be prohibited. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: May 12, 2014. 
Emily H. Menashes, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2014–11192 Filed 5–15–14; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold a meeting of the Standing, Special 
Reef Fish and Ecosystem Scientific and 
Statistical Committees (SSC). 

DATES: The meetings will be held from 
9 a.m. on Tuesday, June 3 until 12 noon, 
Thursday, June 5, 2014. 

ADDRESSES: 
Meeting address: The meetings will be 

held at The Biltmore Hotel, 1200 
Anastasia Avenue, Coral Gables, FL 
33134. 

Council address: Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council, 2203 
North Lois Avenue, Suite 1100, Tampa, 
FL 33607. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Steven Atran, Senior Fishery Biologist, 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (813) 348–1630; fax: 
(813) 348–1711; email: steven.atran@
gulfcouncil.org. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The items 
of discussion in the individual meeting 
agendas are as follows: 

Standing and Ecosystem SSC Agenda, 
Tuesday, June 3, 2014, 9 a.m. Until 12 
Noon CST 

1. Adoption of Agenda 
2. Approval of March 28, 2013 Standing 

and Ecosystem SSC summary 
minutes 

3. GOM Ecosystem Assessment Status 
Report 

Standing, Special Reef Fish, and 
Ecosystem SSC Agenda, Tuesday, June 
3, 2014, 1:30 p.m. Until 5 p.m., 
Wednesday, June 4, 2014, 8:30 a.m. 
Until 5 p.m., and Thursday, June 5, 
2014, 8:30 a.m. Until 12 Noon 
4. Adoption of Agenda 
5. Approval of January 23–24, 2014 

Standing and Special Reef Fish SSC 
summary minutes 

6. SEDAR 33 Benchmark Assessments 
a. Gag 
b. Greater amberjack 

7. Discussion on Integrating Ecosystem 
Considerations into SEDAR 
Assessments 

8. Red Snapper Slot Limit and Hook 
Size Analysis 

9. Selection of Participants for a 
Workshop to Evaluate MSY and ABC 
control Rule Based Benchmarks for 
Penaeid Shrimp 

10. Selection of SSC representative at 
June 23–27, 2014 Council meeting 
(Key West) 

11. Other business 
The Agenda is subject to change, and 

the latest version will be posted on the 
Council’s file server, which can be 
accessed by going to the Council Web 
site at http://www.gulfcouncil.org and 
clicking on FTP Server under Quick 
Links. The meetings will be webcast 
over the Internet. A link to the webcast 
will be available on the Council’s Web 
site, http://www.gulfcouncil.org. 
Although other non-emergency issues 
not on the agenda may come before the 
Scientific and Statistical Committees for 
discussion, in accordance with the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
those issues may not be the subject of 
formal action during these meetings. 
Actions of the Scientific and Statistical 
Committees will be restricted to those 
issues specifically identified in the 
agenda and any issues arising after 
publication of this notice that require 
emergency action under Section 305(c) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the Council’s intent to take action to 
address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
These meetings are physically 

accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Kathy Pereira at 
the Council Office (see ADDRESSES), at 
least 5 working days prior to the 
meeting. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
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Dated: May 13, 2014. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2014–11344 Filed 5–15–14; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 38 assessment 
process webinars for Gulf of Mexico and 
South Atlantic King Mackerel. 

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 38 assessment of 
Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic King 
Mackerel will consist of a workshop and 
series of webinars. This notice is for the 
two additional webinars associated with 
the Assessment portion of the SEDAR 
process. See SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 
DATES: Two assessment webinars for 
SEDAR 38 will be held from 1–4 p.m. 
on Tuesday, June 3, 2014 and from 1– 
4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 18, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: 

Meeting address: The meetings will be 
held via webinar. The webinar is open 
to the public. Those interested in 
participating should contact Julie A. 
Neer at SEDAR (see FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT below) to request 
an invitation providing webinar access 
information. Please request webinar 
invitations at least 24 hours in advance 
of each webinar. 

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place 
Drive, Suite 201, N. Charleston, SC 
29405. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie 
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; telephone: 
(843) 571–4366; email: julie.neer@
safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf 
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and 
Caribbean Fishery Management 
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA 
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf 
States Marine Fisheries Commissions, 
have implemented the Southeast Data, 
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 
process, a multi-step method for 
determining the status of fish stocks in 
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a multi- 

step process including: (1) Data 
Workshop; (2) an Assessment Workshop 
and a series of webinars and (3) Review 
Workshop. The product of the Data 
Workshop is a report which compiles 
and evaluates potential datasets and 
recommends which datasets are 
appropriate for assessment analyses; 
and describes the fisheries. The 
Assessment workshop and webinars 
evaluates the status of the stock, 
estimates biological benchmarks, 
projects future population conditions, 
and recommends research and 
monitoring needs. The assessment is 
independently peer reviewed at the 
Review Workshop. The product of the 
Review Workshop is a Summary 
documenting panel opinions regarding 
the strengths and weaknesses of the 
stock assessment and input data. 
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are 
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South 
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils and NOAA 
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office, 
Highly Migratory Species Management 
Division, and Southeast Fisheries 
Science Center. Participants include: 
Data collectors and database managers; 
stock assessment scientists, biologists, 
and researchers; constituency 
representatives including fishermen, 
environmentalists, and non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs); 
international experts; and staff of 
Councils, Commissions, and state and 
federal agencies. 

The items of discussion in the 
Assessment Process webinars are as 
follows: 

1. Using datasets and initial 
assessment analysis recommended from 
the Assessment Workshop, panelists 
will employ assessment models to 
evaluate stock status, estimate 
population benchmarks and 
management criteria, and project future 
conditions. 

2. Panelists will recommend the most 
appropriate methods and configurations 
for determining stock status and 
estimating population parameters. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during these meetings. Action 
will be restricted to those issues 
specifically identified in this notice and 
any issues arising after publication of 
this notice that require emergency 
action under section 305(c) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
These meetings are physically 

accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to the Council office 
(see ADDRESSES) at least 10 business 
days prior to the meeting. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: May 13, 2014. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2014–11343 Filed 5–15–14; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice; receipt of application for 
permit amendment. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 
National Marine Mammal Laboratory 
(NMML), 7600 Sand Point Way, Seattle, 
WA 98115 [Principal Investigator: 
Thomas Gelatt, Ph.D.], has applied for 
an amendment to Scientific Research 
Permit No. 14327. 
DATES: Written, telefaxed, or email 
comments must be received on or before 
June 16, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review by 
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the Features box on the 
Applications and Permits for Protected 
Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting 
File No. 14327–01 from the list of 
available applications. 

These documents are also available 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the Permits and Conservation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713–0376. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted to the Chief, 
Permits and Conservation Division, at 
the address listed above. Comments may 
also be submitted by facsimile to (301) 
713–0376, or by email to 
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