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and reduce the costs associated with
weather related congestion and
associated delays. Additionally, the
project will shed light upon the
interrelationship between
meteorological phenomena, road
conditions, and their combined impact
on travel.

II. Method of Collection

PEGUS Research, a professional firm,
will gather responses via random digit
dialing, with survey participants
providing responses via landline or cell
phone communication.

III. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0624.
Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(reinstatement of a previously approved
collection).

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,200.

Estimated Time per Response: 10
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 200.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting
costs.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: June 27, 2012.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2012-16189 Filed 7—2—12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Modification to
Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank Herring
Letter of Authorization

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before September 4,
2012.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at JJessup@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Allison Murphy, 978-281—
9122 or Allison.murphy@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
current information collection.

Under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, the
Secretary of Commerce has the
responsibility for the conservation and
management of marine fishery
resources. We, NOAA'’s National Marine
Fisheries Service, and the Regional
Fishery Management Councils are
delegated the majority of this
responsibility. The New England
Fishery Management Council (Council)
develops management plans for fishery
resources in New England.

In 2009, we implemented
modifications to the requirements for
midwater trawl vessels issued an All
Areas Limited Access Herring Permit
and/or an Areas 2 and 3 Limited Access
Herring Permit that fish in Northeast
(NE) multispecies Closed Area I (CAI).
Affected vessels intending to fish in CA
I at any point during a trip are required
to declare their intention when
scheduling a NMFS-approved at-sea
observer. To ensure 100—percent

observer coverage, midwater trawl
vessels are not permitted to fish in CA
I without an observer.

Midwater trawl vessels in the directed
herring fishery that have been assigned
a NMFS-approved at-sea observer and
that are fishing in CA I, are prohibited,
unless specific conditions are met (see
below), from releasing fish from the
codend of the net, transferring fish to
another vessel that is not carrying a
NMFS-approved observer, or discarding
fish at sea, unless the fish have first
been brought aboard the vessel and
made available for sampling and
inspection by the observer.

We recognize that there are certain
conditions under which fish must be
released from the codend without being
sampled. Therefore, fish that have not
been pumped aboard the vessel may be
released if the vessel operator finds that:
Pumping the catch could compromise
the safety of the vessel; mechanical
failure precludes bringing some or all of
a catch aboard the vessel; or spiny
dogfish have clogged the pump and
consequently prevent pumping of the
rest of the catch. If a net is released for
any of these three reasons, the vessel
operator must complete and sign a CA
I Midwater Trawl Released Codend
Affidavit detailing where, when, and
why the net was released as well as a
good-faith estimate of both the total
weight of fish caught on that tow and
the weight of fish released (if the tow
had been partially pumped). The
completed affidavit form must be
submitted to us within 48 hr of the
completion of the trip.

Following the release of a net for one
of the three exemptions specified above,
the vessel is required to exit CA I. The
vessel may continue to fish, but may not
fish in CA I for the remainder of the trip.

II. Method of Collection

Respondents must submit paper forms
via postal service.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0602.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(extension of a current information
collection).

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
46.

Estimated Time per Response: 5
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 12.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $75.
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IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: June 27, 2012.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2012-16168 Filed 7-2-12; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XB041

Small Takes of Marine Mammals
Incidental to Specified Activities; Pile
Driving in Port Townsend Bay, WA

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; proposed incidental
harassment authorization; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMF'S has received a
complete and adequate application from
the Washington State Department of
Transportation/Ferries Division (WSF)
for an Incidental Harassment
Authorization (IHA) to take marine
mammals, by harassment, incidental to
pile driving during replacement of the
Port Townsend Ferry Terminal Transfer
Span. Pursuant to the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS
proposes to issue an IHA to incidentally
harass, by Level B harassment only, 11
species of marine mammals during the
specified activity within a specific
geographic area and requests comments
on its proposal.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than August 2,
2012.

ADDRESSES: Comments on the
application and this proposal should be
addressed to Michael Payne, Chief,
Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910-3225. The mailbox address for
providing email comments is
ITP.Hopper@noaa.gov. NMFS is not
responsible for email comments sent to
addresses other than the one provided
here. Comments sent via email,
including all attachments, must not
exceed a 10-megabyte file size.

Instructions: All comments received
are a part of the public record and will
generally be posted to http://
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental.htm without change. All
Personal Identifying Information (for
example, name, address, etc.)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

An electronic copy of the application
containing a list of the references used
in this document may be obtained by
writing to the address specified above,
telephoning the contact listed below
(see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT),
or visiting the internet at: http://
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental.htm. Documents cited in this
notice may also be viewed, by
appointment, during regular business
hours, at the aforementioned address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brian D. Hopper, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—-8401.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce to allow,
upon request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specific
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
issued or, if the taking is limited to
harassment, a notice of a proposed
authorization is provided to the public
for review.

Authorization for incidental takings
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the
taking will have a negligible impact on
the species or stock(s), will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for

subsistence uses (where relevant), and if
the permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the
mitigation, monitoring and reporting of
such takings are set forth. NMFS has
defined “negligible impact” in 50 CFR
216.103 as “ * * * an impact resulting
from the specified activity that cannot
be reasonably expected to, and is not
reasonably likely to, adversely affect the
species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.”

Section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA
established an expedited process by
which citizens of the United States can
apply for an authorization to
incidentally take small numbers of
marine mammals by harassment.
Section 101(a)(5)(D) further established
a 45-day time limit for NMFS’ review of
an application, followed by a 30-day
public notice and comment period on
any proposed authorizations for the
incidental harassment of marine
mammals. Within 45 days of the close
of the comment period, NMFS must
either issue or deny the authorization.

Except with respect to certain
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA
defines “harassment” as: any act of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which (i)
has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild [Level A harassment]; or (ii) has
the potential to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering [Level B
harassment].

Summary of Request

In August 2011, NMFS received an
application from WSF, requesting an
IHA for the take, by Level B harassment,
of small numbers of harbor porpoises
(Phocoena phocoena), Dall’s porpoises
(Phocoenoides dalli), Pacific white-
sided dolphins (Lagenorhynchus
obliquidens), killer whales (Orcinus
orca), gray whales (Eschrichtius
robustus), humpback whales (Megaptera
novaeangliae), minke whales
(Balaenoptera acutorostrata), Pacific
harbor seals (Phoca vitulina richardii),
California sea lions (Zalophus
californianus), northern elephant seals
(Mirounga angustirostris) and Steller sea
lions (Eumatopius jubatus) incidental to
pile driving activities conducted during
the replacement of a transfer span at the
Port Townsend ferry terminal, which is
located inside Port Townsend Bay in
northern Puget Sound (see Figure 1-9 in
the WSF THA application). Upon receipt
of additional information and a revised
application (submitted October 2011),
NMFS determined the application
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