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processes of the earth. The USGS does
not manage lands or resources. Self-
governance tribes may potentially assist
the USGS in the data acquisition and
analysis components of its activities.

For questions regarding self-
governance, contact Monique Fordham,
National Tribal Liaison, U.S. Geological
Survey, 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive,
Mail Stop 911, Reston, VA 20192,
telephone 703-648-4437, fax 703—648—
6683.

G. Eligible Office of the Special Trustee
for American Indians (OST) Programs

The Department of the Interior has
responsibility for what may be the
largest land trust in the world,
approximately 56 million acres. OST
oversees the management of Indian trust
assets, including income generated from
leasing and other commercial activities
on Indian trust lands, by maintaining,
investing and disbursing Indian trust
financial assets, and reporting on these
transactions. The mission of the OST is
to serve Indian communities by
fulfilling Indian fiduciary trust
responsibilities. This is to be
accomplished through the
implementation of a Comprehensive
Trust Management Plan (CTM) that is
designed to improve trust beneficiary
services, ownership information,
management of trust fund assets, and
self-governance activities.

A tribe operating under self-
governance may include the following
programs, services, functions, and
activities or portions thereof in a
funding agreement:

1. Beneficiary Processes Program
(Individual Indian Money Accounting
Technical Functions).

2. Appraisal Services Program.
Tribes/consortia that currently perform
these programs under a self-governance
funding agreement with the BIA may
negotiate a separate memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with OST that
outlines the roles and responsibilities
for management of these programs.

The MOU between the tribe/
consortium and OST outlines the roles
and responsibilities for the performance
of the OST program by the tribe/
consortium. If those roles and
responsibilities are already fully
articulated in the existing funding
agreement with the BIA, an MOU is not
necessary. To the extent that the parties
desire specific program standards, an
MOU will be negotiated between the
tribe/consortium and OST, which will
be binding on both parties and attached
and incorporated into the BIA funding
agreement.

If a tribe/consortium decides to
assume the operation of an OST

program, the new funding for
performing that program will come from
OST program dollars. A tribe’s newly-
assumed operation of the OST
program(s) will be reflected in the
tribe’s funding agreement.

For questions regarding self-
governance, contact Lee Frazier,
Program Analyst, Office of External
Affairs, Office of the Special Trustee for
American Indians (MS 5140—MIB),
1849 C Street, NW., Washington, DC
20240-0001, phone: (202) 208-7587,
fax: (202) 208-7545.

IV. Programmatic Targets

During Fiscal Year 2012, upon request
of a self-governance tribe, each non-BIA
bureau will negotiate funding
agreements for its eligible programs
beyond those already negotiated.

Dated: August 26, 2011.

Ken Salazar,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2011-23683 Filed 9-14—-11; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Proposed enXco Desert Harvest
Solar Farm Project, Riverside County,
CA and Possible Land Use Plan
Amendment

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of Intent.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended (NEPA), and the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976, as amended (FLPMA), the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Palm Springs South Coast Field Office,
Palm Springs, California, intends to
prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS), which may include an
amendment to the California Desert
Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan (1980 as
amended), related to enXco’s right-of-
way (ROW) application for the Desert
Harvest Solar Farm Project (Desert
Harvest Project), a 150-megawatt (MW)
photovoltaic (PV) solar electricity
generation project. By this notice the
BLM is announcing the beginning of the
scoping process to solicit public
comments and identify issues related to
the EIS.

DATES: This notice initiates the public
scoping process for the EIS and possible

plan amendment. Comments on issues
may be submitted in writing until
October 17, 2011. The date(s) and
location(s) of any scoping meetings will
be announced at least 15 days in
advance through the local news media,
newspapers and the BLM Web site at:
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/
palmsprings/Solar Projects.html. In
order to be included in the Draft EIS, all
comments must be received prior to the
close of the scoping period or 15 days
after the last public meeting, whichever
is later. We will provide additional
opportunities for public participation
upon publication of the Draft EIS.
ADDRESSES: Written comments related
to the EIS and possible plan amendment
may be submitted by the following
methods:
e Web site: http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/
en.html
e E-mail: CAdesertharvest@blm.gov
e Fax: (951) 697-5299
¢ Mail: Lynnette Elser, Planning and
Environmental Coordinator, BLM
California Desert District Office,
22835 Calle San Juan de Los Lagos,
Moreno Valley, California 92553
Documents pertinent to these proposals
may be examined at the BLM Palm
Springs South Coast Field Office, 1201
Bird Center Drive, Palm Springs,
California 92262 or at the BLM
California Desert District Office at 22835
Calle San Juan de Los Lagos, Moreno
Valley, California 92553.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information and/or to have your
name added to our mailing list, contact
Lynnette Elser, Planning and
Environmental Coordinator; telephone
(951) 697-5233; address 22835 Calle
San Juan de Los Lagos, Moreno Valley,
CA 92553; e-mail lelser@blm.gov.
Persons who use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD) may call the
Federal Information Relay Service
(FIRS) at 1-800—-877—-8339 to contact the
above individual during normal
business hours. This service is available
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to leave
a message or question with the above
individual. You will receive a reply
during normal business hours.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
applicant, enXco, has requested a right-
of-way (ROW) authorization to
construct, operate, maintain, and
decommission the Desert Harvest
Project. The proposed project would be
located on BLM-administered lands in
Riverside County about 6 miles north of
the rural community of Desert Center,
California. The overall site layout and
generalized land uses would include a
substation, an administration building,
operations and maintenance facilities, a


http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/Solar_Projects.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/Solar_Projects.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en.html
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en.html
mailto:CAdesertharvest@blm.gov
mailto:lelser@blm.gov
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transmission line, and temporary
construction lay down areas, with a
total proposed project footprint of
approximately 1,280 acres. The project’s
230-kilovolt (kV) generation
interconnection transmission line
would either be via the First Solar
Desert Sunlight 230-kV gen-tie (as a
shared facility), or would be located on
private and BLM-administered lands
and would utilize a planned 230- to
500-kV substation (referred to as the Red
Bluff Substation). The Red Bluff
Substation would connect the project to
the Southern California Edison regional
transmission grid. If approved, project
construction would begin in late 2013
and would take 9—12 months to
complete.

The BLM segregated the public lands
located within the Desert Harvest
Project’s application area from
appropriation under the public land and
mining laws, but not the mineral leasing
or material sales acts, for a period of 25
years for the purpose of protecting
potential sites for future solar energy
development pursuant to 43 CFR
2091.3—1(e) and 43 CFR 2804.25(e) (76
FR 38416, June 30, 2011).

The purpose of the public scoping
process is to determine relevant issues
that will influence the scope of the
environmental analysis, including
alternatives, and guide the process for
developing the Draft EIS. At present, the
BLM has identified the following
preliminary issues: Air quality,
biological resources, recreation, cultural
resources, water resources, geological
resources, special management areas,
land use, noise, paleontological
resources, public health, socioeconomic,
soils, traffic and transportation, and
visual resources.

Pursuant to the BLM’s CDCA Plan,
sites associated with power generation
or transmission not identified in the
CDCA Plan will be considered through
the plan amendment process to
determine the suitability of the site for
renewable energy development. Since
the proposed Desert Harvest Project site
was not previously identified as
suitable, authorization of the Desert
Harvest Project will require amendment
of the CDCA Plan. By this notice, the
BLM is complying with requirements in
43 CFR 1610.2(c) to notify the public of
potential amendments to CDCA Plan
predicated on the findings in the EIS. If
a land-use-plan amendment is
necessary, the BLM will integrate the
land-use planning process with the
NEPA process for the Desert Harvest
Project. A preliminary list of the
potential planning criteria that will be
used to help guide and define the scope

of the plan amendment process
includes:

1. The plan amendments will be
completed in compliance with the
FLPMA, NEPA, and all other relevant
Federal laws, executive orders, and
BLM policies;

2. Existing, valid plan decisions will
not be changed and any new plan
decisions will not conflict with existing
plan decisions; and

3. The plan amendment(s) will
recognize valid existing rights.

The BLM will utilize and coordinate
the NEPA public participation
requirements to assist the agency in
satisfying the public involvement
requirements under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA) (16 U.S.C. 470(f)) as provided
for in 36 CFR 800.2(d)(3). Information
about historic and cultural resources
within the area potentially affected by
the proposed Desert Harvest Project and
potential CDCA Plan amendment will
assist the BLM in identifying and
evaluating impacts to such resources in
the context of both NEPA and Section
106 of the NHPA. Native American
tribal consultations will be conducted in
accordance with applicable statutes,
policies, and directives, and tribal
concerns will be given due
consideration, including impacts on
Indian trust assets. Federal, State, and
local agencies, along with tribes and
other stakeholders that may be
interested or affected by the BLM’s
decision on this project are invited to
participate in the scoping process and,
if eligible, may request or be requested
by the BLM to participate as a
cooperating agency.

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Thomas Pogacnik,
Deputy State Director, Natural Resources.

Authority: 40 CFR 1501.7 and 43 CFR
1610.2
[FR Doc. 2011-23624 Filed 9-14—11; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4310-40-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service

Transfer of Administrative Jurisdiction
at or Near Great Sand Dunes National
Park

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: As required by law, the
Secretary of the Interior has transferred
to the appropriate agencies jurisdiction
over lands acquired for the benefit of
Great Sand Dunes National Park, Baca
National Wildlife Refuge, and the Rio
Grande National Forest.

ADDRESSES: Maps, deeds, and
documents related to this transfer may
be reviewed at the National Park Service
Land Resources Program Center,
Intermountain Region, 12795 West
Alameda Parkway, Lakewood, Colorado
80225-0287. The approved survey plats
and field notes will be available for
review at the Colorado State Office of
the Bureau of Land Management, 2850
Youngfield Street, Lakewood, Colorado
80215.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
Wessels, Director, Intermountain
Region, National Park Service, P.O. Box
25287, 12795 West Alameda Parkway,
Lakewood, Colorado 80225—-0287.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As
authorized by section 8(a) of Public Law
106-530 (114 Stat. 2527, 2532), the
Secretary of the Interior (Secretary)
acquired certain lands and interests in
land for the benefit of Great Sand Dunes
National Park, Baca National Wildlife
Refuge, and the Rio Grande National
Forest. Section 8(c) of Public Law 106—
530 directed the Secretary to transfer
administrative jurisdiction of these
lands, as appropriate, to the National
Park Service for addition to and
administration as part of the Great Sand
Dunes National Park; to the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service for
addition to and administration as part of
the Baca National Wildlife Refuge; and
to the Secretary of Agriculture, for
addition to and administration as part of
the Rio Grande National Forest. The
transferred lands were depicted on the
map having drawing number 140/80/
032 and were divided into zones as
depicted on an exhibit map having
drawing number 140/30,003.

Under the provisions of Section 8(c)
of Public Law 106-530, and effective on
November 22, 2000, the following
transfers were made:

¢ Administrative jurisdiction of those
lands depicted on the exhibit map as
Zone A to the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service for addition to and
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