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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Reporting
Requirements for the Ocean Salmon
Fishery Off the Coasts of Washington,
Oregon, and California

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
DOC.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before March 7, 2011.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 66186,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Peggy Busby, (206) 526—4323
or Peggy.Busby@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

Based on the management regime
specified each year, designated
regulatory areas in the commercial
ocean salmon fishery off the coasts of
Washington, Oregon, and California
may be managed by numerical quotas.
To accurately assess catches relative to
quota attainment during the fishing
season, catch data by regulatory area
must be collected in a timely manner.
The requirements to land salmon within
specific time frames and in specific
areas may be implemented in the
preseason regulations to aid in timely
and accurate catch accounting for a
regulatory area. State landing systems
normally gather the data at the time of
landing. If unsafe weather conditions or
mechanical problems prevent
compliance with landing requirements,
fishermen need an alternative to allow
for a safe response. Fishermen would be
exempt from landing requirements if the
appropriate notifications are made to
provide the name of the vessel, the port
where delivery will be made, the

approximate amount of salmon (by
species) on board, and the estimated
time of arrival.

I1. Method of Collection

Notifications are made via at-sea radio
or cellular phone transmissions.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0648—0433.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
40.

Estimated Time Per Response: 15
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 10.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: December 28, 2010.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2010-33165 Filed 1-3—11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648-XA122

Marine Mammals; File No. 14330

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application for
permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Aleut Community of St. Paul Island,
Tribal Government, Ecosystem
Conservation Office, St. Paul Island, AK,
has applied for an amendment to
Scientific Research Permit No. 14330.
DATES: Written, telefaxed, or e-mail
comments must be received on or before
February 3, 2011.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting “Records Open for Public
Comment” from the Features box on the
Applications and Permits for Protected
Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting
File No. 14330 from the list of available
applications.

These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301) 713-2289; fax (301) 713—0376; and

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802—-1668; phone
(907) 586-7221; fax (907) 586-7249.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted to the Chief,
Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, at the address listed above.
Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile to (301) 713-0376, or by e-
mail to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.
Please include the File No. in the
subject line of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
to the Chief, Permits, Conservation and
Education Division at the address listed
above. The request should set forth the
specific reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tammy Adams or Amy Sloan, (301)
713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject amendment to Permit No. 14330
is requested under the authority of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.), and the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222-226).

Permit No. 14330, issued on August
17, 2009 (74 FR 44822), authorizes the
permit holder to conduct activities to
fulfill their Biosampling,
Disentanglement, and Island Sentinel
program responsibilities as established
under the co-management agreement


https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov
mailto:NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov
mailto:Peggy.Busby@noaa.gov
mailto:dHynek@doc.gov
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between NMFS and the Aleut
Communities. The permit authorizes
incidental disturbance of northern fur
seals (Callorhinus ursinus) on St. Paul
Island, Alaska, during (1)
disentanglement events, (2) the
collection of biological samples from
dead stranded and subsistence hunted
marine mammals, and (3) haulout and
rookery observations, monitoring, and
remote camera maintenance. Samples
may be exported to researchers studying
the decline of northern fur seals. Steller
sea lions (Eumetopias jubatus) and
harbor seals (Phoca vitulina) may be
disturbed during the course of these
activities. The permit also authorizes
research-related mortality of northern
fur seals.

The permit holder is requesting the
permit be amended to include
authorization for harassment of
additional Steller sea lions and harbor
seals on St. Paul, St. George, Otter, and
Walrus Islands, and Sea Lion Rock, all
of the Pribilof Island group in the Bering
Sea. The request is to annually harass
the following during collection of scat
samples to be used for characterizing
the diet of marine mammals in the
region: 100 adult female Steller sea
lions, 500 adult male Steller sea lions,
1400 juvenile male Steller sea lions, 100
male and female Steller sea lion pups,
100 adult female harbor seals, 100 adult
male harbor seals, 100 male and female
juvenile harbor seals, and 100 male and
female harbor seal pups. The
amendment would be valid for the
duration of the permit, which expires on
August 31, 2014.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activities proposed are consistent with
the Preferred Alternative in the Final
Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (PEIS) for Steller Sea Lion
and Northern Fur Seal Research (NMFS
2007), and that issuance of the permit
amendment would not have a
significant adverse impact on the
human environment.

As established under the Preferred
Alternative, NMFS proposes to
authorize annual cumulative research-
related mortality (under this permit in
combination with any others for
research on Steller sea lions) of up to 15
percent of the Potential Biological
Removal levels for each stock. These
annual allowances would include
observed and unobserved mortalities,
and be calculated based on the nature of
the research. The numbers of research-
related mortalities permitted for this
amendment may be higher or lower than
those requested by the applicant, based

on NMFS calculations using the
methods outlined in the PEIS.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMFS is forwarding copies of this
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: December 28, 2010.
P. Michael Payne,

Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2010-33225 Filed 1-3-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648-XA093

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to Polar Bear
Captures

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; proposed incidental
harassment authorization; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS has received an
application from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) for an
Incidental Harassment Authorization
(IHA) to take marine mammals, by
harassment, incidental to a capture-
recapture program of polar bears in the
U.S. Chukchi Sea. Pursuant to the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA), NMFS is requesting comments
on its proposal to issue an IHA to the
USFWS to take, by Level B harassment
only, two species of marine mammals
during the specified activity.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than February 3,
2011.

ADDRESSES: Comments on the
application should be addressed to
Michael Payne, Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910. The mailbox address for
providing e-mail comments is
ITP.Nachman@noaa.gov. NMFS is not
responsible for e-mail comments sent to
addresses other than the one provided
here. Comments sent via e-mail,
including all attachments, must not
exceed a 10 megabyte file size.

Instructions: All comments received
are a part of the public record and will
generally be posted to http://
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental .htm without change. All
Personal Identifying Information (for
example, name, address, etc.)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

A copy of the application used in this
document may be obtained by writing to
the address specified above, telephoning
the contact listed below (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT), or
visiting the Internet at: http://
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental.htm. Documents cited in this
notice may also be viewed, by
appointment, during regular business
hours, at the aforementioned address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Candace Nachman, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 713—-2289, ext
156.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce to allow,
upon request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
issued or, if the taking is limited to
harassment, a notice of a proposed
authorization is provided to the public
for review.

Authorization for incidental takings
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the
taking will have a negligible impact on
the species or stock(s), will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
subsistence uses (where relevant), and if
the permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the
mitigation, monitoring and reporting of
such takings are set forth. NMFS has
defined “negligible impact” in 50 CFR
216.103 as “* * * an impact resulting
from the specified activity that cannot
be reasonably expected to, and is not
reasonably likely to, adversely affect the
species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.”

Section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA
established an expedited process by
which citizens of the U.S. can apply for
an authorization to incidentally take
small numbers of marine mammals by
harassment. Section 101(a)(5)(D)
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