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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Request for Comment; Notice of Intent
To Prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Forest Service invites
comments and suggestions on the scope
of the proposed Environmental Impact
Statement and management plan for the
most effective management of 8.5 miles
of the Gold Camp Road. This is a
historic Forest Service road that crosses
national forest lands southwest of
Colorado Springs, Colorado. This 8.5-
mile segment of road has been partially
closed since the collapse of one of the
tunnels. The objective of the
management plan is to best
accommodate public use and access to
national forest lands and nearby private
in-holdings while maintaining public
safety and the historic character of the
road.

DATES: Comments concerning this
notice should be received in writing
August 16, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Comments concerning this
notice should be addressed to Gold
Camp Road Project, Pike National
Forests Forest Service, USDA, 601
South Weber Street, Colorado Springs,
CO, 80903. Comments also may be
submitted via facsimile to (719) 477—
4233 or e-mail to www.fs.fed.us/r2/
psicc/pp follow the link to the comment
page.

The public may inspect comments
received at Pikes Peak Ranger District,
601 South Weber Street, Golorado
Springs, CO. Visitors are encouraged to
call (719) 477-4203 to facilitate entry to
the building.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Frank Landis, Supervisory Outdoor
Recreation Planner, Pikes Peak Ranger
District, at (719) 477—4203.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Estimated Dates for Filing

The draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EILS) is expected to be filed
with the Environmental Protection
Agency and available for public review
October/November, 2004. A 45-day
comment period will follow publication
of a Notice of Availability of the draft
EIS in the Federal Register. Comments
received on the draft EIS will be
analyzed and considered in preparation
of the final EIS, expected in June 2005.
A Record of Decision will also be issued
and published at that time along with
the publication of a Notice of
Availability of the final EIS in the
Federal Register.

Reviewers Obligation To Comment

The Forest Service believes that, at
this early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft environmental impact
statements must structure their
participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.

Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v.

NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the draft environmental impact
statement stage but that are not raised
until after completion of the final
environmental impact statements may
be waived or dismissed by the courts.
City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016,
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp.
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of
these court rulings, it is very important
that those interested in this proposed
action participate by the close of the 45-
day comment period so that substantive
comments and objections are made
available to the Forest Service at a time
when the Forest Service can
meaningfully consider them and
respond to them in the final
environmental impact statement.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concerns on the proposed action,
comments should be as specific as
possible. Reviewers may wish to refer to
the Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations for implementing the
procedural provisions of the National

Environmental Policy Act at 40 CFR
1503.3 in addressing these points.

This notice of intent initiates the
scoping process which guides the
development of the environmental
impact statement.

The scoping process will include
public meetings and interaction with
federal, state, and local officials.
Information regarding the place and
time of the public scoping meetings will
be announced in area media, as well as
posted on the Forest Service Pike and
San Isabel National Forests Internet site
at http://www.fs.fed.us./r2/psicc. Public
meetings will be held once the draft
management plan and environmental
impact statement are available for
review.

Preliminary issues include the
following:

e Impacts to recreational use, as well
as the scenic resources associated with
the area.

¢ Impacts to the historic character of
the road and tunnels and its listing
status on the National Register of
Historic Places.

e Impacts to public health and safety.

¢ Impacts to water resources.

¢ Impacts to existing infrastructure
(road capacities).

e Impacts to terrestrial and aquatic
habitats and species.

The Purpose and Need for Action

Gold Camp Road has a long history of
use in the area. In 1901, the travel way
was a railroad from Colorado Springs,
Colorado, to the gold fields of Cripple
Creek, Colorado. In 1922, the railway
was sold and the route was converted to
a vehicular road when auto-tourism in
the Pikes Peak region was just
beginning. From 1924 to the 1930s, the
road was a private toll road and it
became a free highway and was known
in 1939 as the Gold Camp Road. In the
mid-1940s, ownership of the 25+ mile
road was deeded to the Forest Service.
The road was open to the public until
the late 1980s. In 1988, a partial
collapse of Tunnel #3 forced closure of
an 8.5-mile section of the road.

From 1988 to 1990, the Forest Service
initiated a process to repair the
collapsed tunnel. In June 1991, the
Forest Service submitted the project
through the Forest Service Capital
Investment Program (CIP). The Forest
Service started implementing the
decision to repair the tunnel. In the
meantime, non-motorized recreation use



39402

Federal Register/Vol. 69, No. 125/ Wednesday, June 30, 2004 /Notices

such as bicycles, hikers, horseback, has
increased in number and began to use
the closed section of the road. In 1994,
the Forest Service blocked Tunnel #3 as
a safety measure while waiting for
funding to repair the tunnel. In 1999,
the entire road was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. In
2000, a lawsuit was filed by several
plaintiffs requesting that a new analysis
be conducted. In October 2000, the
Forest Service withdrew the 1990
decision and decided to initiate a new
process to evaluate the project. This
current planning process will develop
management alternatives for the project,
which will be evaluated in an
Environmental Impact Statement.

Nature of Decision To Be Made

The decision to be made by the Forest
Service is which management plan to
approve for the Gold Camp Road to best
meet the project’s objectives and the
applicable regulatory and policy
requirements. Project alternatives
include the No Action Alternative,
which in effect would result in
continued closure of the 8.5 miles of
road.

Responsible Official

The Responsible Official is the Forest
Supervisor, Pike and San Isabel
National Forests, Forest Service, USDA.

Use of Comments

Comments received in response to
this notice, including names and
addresses, when provided, will become
a matter of the public record and will be
available for public inspection and
copying.

All submissions from organizations
and businesses, and from individuals
identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, will be
available for public inspection in their
entirety. Comments submitted
anonymously will be accepted and
considered; however, those who submit
anonymous comments will not have
standing to appeal the subsequent
decision under 36 CFR Part 215. Upon
completion of the Draft Plan/EIS the
document will be provided to the public
for review and comment. Comments and
FS responses will be addressed and
contained in the Final Plan/EIS.

Dated: June 22, 2004.
Robert Leaverton,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 04-14553 Filed 6—29-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

Rock Creek Integrated Management
Project

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA, and
Bureau of Land Management, Interior.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement (EIS).

SUMMARY: Between 2002 and 2003,
Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) activity in
the drought-stressed Gore Pass
Geographic Area increased 20-fold. A
multidisciplinary, focused assessment
was completed that identified the
probability of a large-scale, high
intensity beetle epidemic and fires that
will threaten hydrologic flows, timber,
wildlife habitats, developed recreation
sites, administrative sites, the
transportation system, heritage sites, off-
site urban development, and other
values. The interdisciplinary team
identified potential management actions
using prevention, suppression, and
salvage strategies to reduce the beetle
infestations and minimize adverse
effects to resources.

This project is an ‘“‘authorized
project” under Title I of the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act (HFRA). We will
be using expedited procedures
authorized by this act to complete
project planning and decision-making.
Use of this new authority requires an
emphasis on collaboration with local
communities and a determination that
an epidemic exists by consulting with
forest health specialists.

DATES: Comments concerning the scope
of the analysis must be received by
August 16, 2004. The draft EIS is
expected December 2004 and the final
EIS is expected April 2005.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by any of the following methods:

o Web site: http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/
mbr/projects under Environmental
Analysis and Forest Health. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments
on the Web site.

o E-mail: r2_mbr_vis@ F'SNOTES.
Include “Rock Creek” in the subject line
of the message.

e Fax:(970) 870-2284.

o Mail of Hand Delivery: Joanne
Sanfilippo, Environmental Coordinator,
Medicine Bow—Routt National Forests,
925 Weiss Drive, Steamboat Springs,
Colorado 80487.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joanne Sanfilippo (970-870-2210) or

Andy Cadenhead (970-870-2220),
Medicine Bow—Routt National Forests,
925 Weiss Drive, Steamboat Springs,
Colorado 80487.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Purpose and Need for Action

Insect epidemics are one of the
natural processes in forested
landscapes. Some uses of the forest are
compromised by tree mortality resulting
from insect attacks. Recreation, wood
product production, scenery, wildlife
habitats and water resources are all
adversely affected by large scale insect
epidemics and the subsequent increased
risk of these areas to large high intensity
wildlife.

The purpose of the Proposed Action
is to reduce the size and intensity of an
existing and imminent MPB epidemic,
and to reduce the future risk of large-
scale high intensity wildfires within the
Rock Creek Analysis Area.

There is a need to:

1. Reduce the susceptibility of the
lodgepole stands within the analysis
area to MPB mortality,

2. Actively suppress the ongoing MPB
epidemic to limit mature tree mortality,
3. Salvage and reforest areas quickly

after the MPB mortality,

4. Relocate and/or decommission
segments of the road system that are
likely to cause adverse impacts to
stream networks,

5. Reduce fuel loading associated with
beetle killed trees,

6. Create defensible fire zones around
the Lynx and Gore Pass areas,

7. Reduce anticipated mature tree
mortality in Threatened, Endangered,
and Sensitive wildlife species habitats.

Proposed Action

Prevention methods identified
involve spraying, forest thinning, and
creating changes to existing stand tree
species and age distributions.
Suppression techniques involve
removing, burning, or peeling beetle-
infested trees; along with the use of
pheromones to redirect beetles into or
out of specific areas. Salvage actions are
intended to capture the value of dead
and dying trees, to remove mistletoe-
infested trees to protect stand
regeneration, and to reduce
concentrations of dead and dying trees
that increase the potential for large-scale
high intensity fires. Road construction is
needed to provide access to treatment
areas outside of roadless areas. Road
repair and decommissioning will correct
existing or anticipated erosion and
water flow problems likely exacerbated
by increased water flows resulting from
beetle-induced tree mortality.
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