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other forms of information technology. 
Consideration will be given to 
comments and suggestions submitted in 
writing within 60 days of this 
publication. 

Direct your written comments to R. 
Corey Booth, Director/Chief Information 
Officer, Office of Information 
Technology, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, 450 Fifth Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20549.

Dated: June 7, 2004. 
Jill M. Peterson, 
Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–13416 Filed 6–14–04; 8:45 am] 
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Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) is soliciting comments 
on the collection of information 
summarized below. The Commission 
plans to submit this existing collection 
of information to the Office of 
Management and Budget for extension 
and approval. 

Regulation ATS provides a regulatory 
structure that directly addresses issues 
related to alternative trading systems’ 
role in the marketplace. Regulation ATS 
allows alternative trading systems to 
choose between two regulatory 
structures. Alternative trading systems 
have the choice between registering as 
broker-dealers and complying with 
Regulation ATS or registering as 
national securities exchanges. 
Regulation ATS provides the regulatory 
framework for those alternative trading 
systems that choose to be regulated as 
broker-dealers. Rule 302 of Regulation 
ATS describes the recordkeeping 
requirements for alternative trading 
systems that are not national securities 
exchanges. Under Rule 302, alternative 
trading systems are required to make a 
record of subscribers to the alternative 
trading system, daily summaries of 
trading in the alternative trading system 
and time-sequenced records of order 

information in the alternative trading 
system. 

The information required to be 
collected under the Rule should 
increase the abilities of the Commission, 
state securities regulatory authorities, 
and the SROs to ensure that alternative 
trading systems are in compliance with 
Regulation ATS as well as other rules 
and regulations of the Commission and 
the SROs. If the information is not 
collected or is collected less frequently, 
the Commission would be severely 
limited in its ability to comply with its 
statutory obligations, provide for the 
protection of investors and promote the 
maintenance of fair and orderly markets. 

Respondents consist of alternative 
trading systems that choose to register 
as broker-dealers and comply with the 
requirements of Regulation ATS. The 
Commission estimates that there are 
currently approximately 50 
respondents. 

An estimated 50 respondents will 
spend approximately 1,800 hours per 
year to comply with the recordkeeping 
requirements of Rule 302. At an average 
cost per burden hour of $86.54, the 
resultant total related cost of 
compliance for these respondents is 
$155,772.00 per year (1,800 burden 
hours multiplied by $86.54/hour). 

Written comments are invited on (a) 
Whether the proposed collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information shall have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of the burden of the proposed collection 
of information; (c) ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information collected; and (d) ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on respondents, including 
through the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology. Consideration will be given 
to comments and suggestions submitted 
in writing within 60 days of this 
publication. 

Direct your written comments to R. 
Corey Booth, Director/Chief Financial 
Officer, Office of Information 
Technology, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, 450 Fifth Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20549.

Dated: June 7, 2004. 

Jill M. Peterson, 
Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–13417 Filed 6–14–04; 8:45 am] 
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Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) has submitted to the 
Office of Management and Budget a 
request for extension of the previously 
approved collection of information 
discussed below. 

Rule 15a–6 (17 CFR 240.15a–6) under 
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 
U.S.C. 78a et seq.) provides, among 
other things, an exemption from broker-
dealer registration for foreign broker-
dealers that effect trades with or for U.S. 
institutional investors through a U.S. 
registered broker-dealer, provided that 
the U.S. broker-dealer obtains certain 
information about, and consents to 
service of process from, the personnel of 
the foreign broker-dealer involved in 
such transactions, and maintains certain 
records in connection therewith. 

These requirements are intended to 
ensure (a) that the U.S. broker-dealer 
will receive notice of the identity of, 
and has reviewed the background of, 
foreign personnel who will contact U.S. 
institutional investors, (b) that the 
foreign broker-dealer and its personnel 
effectively may be served with process 
in the event enforcement action is 
necessary, and (c) that the Commission 
has ready access to information 
concerning these persons and their U.S. 
securities activities. 

In general, the records to be 
maintained under Rule 15a–6 must be 
kept for the applicable time periods as 
set forth in Rule 17a–4 (17 CFR 
240.17a–4) under the Exchange Act or, 
with respect to the consents to service 
of process, for a period of not less than 
six years after the applicable person 
ceases engaging in U.S. securities 
activities. Reliance on the exemption set 
forth in Rule 15a–6 is voluntary, but if 
a foreign broker-dealer elects to rely on 
such exemption, the collection of 
information described therein is 
mandatory. The collection does not 
involve confidential information. Please 
note that an agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
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unless it displays a currently valid 
control number. 

It is estimated that approximately 
2,000 respondents will incur an average 
burden of three hours per year to 
comply with this rule, for a total burden 
of 6,000 hours. At an average cost per 
hour of approximately $100, the 
resultant total cost of compliance for the 
respondents is $600,000 per year (2,000 
entities × 3 hours/entity × $100/hour = 
$600,000). 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
control number. 

Written comments regarding the 
above information should be directed to 
the following persons: (a) Desk Officer 
for the Securities and Exchange 
Commission by sending an e-mail to: 
David_Rostker@omb.eop.gov., and (b) R. 
Corey Booth, Director/Chief Information 
Officer, Office of Information 
Technology, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, 450 Fifth Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20549. Comments must 
be submitted to the Office of 
Management and Budget within 30 days 
of this notice.

Dated: June 4, 2004. 
Jill M. Peterson, 
Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–13418 Filed 6–14–04; 8:45 am] 
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Notice is hereby given that, pursuant 
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) has submitted to the 
Office of Management and Budget 
requests for extension of the previously 
approved collections of information 
discussed below. 

Rule 155 (OMB Control No. 3235–
0549; SEC File No. 270–492) under the 
Securities Act of 1933 provides safe 
harbors for a registered offering 
following an abandoned private 

offering, or a private offering following 
an abandoned registered offering, 
without integrating the registered and 
private offering in either case. Rule 155 
requires any prospectus filed as a part 
of a registration statement after a private 
offering to include disclosure regarding 
abandonment of the private offering. 
Similarly, the rule requires an issuer to 
provide each offeree in a private offering 
following an abandoned registered 
offering with: (1) Information 
concerning withdrawal of the 
registration statement; (2) the fact that 
the private offering is unregistered; and 
(3) the legal implications of the 
offering’s unregistered status. The likely 
respondents will be companies. All 
information submitted to the 
Commission is available to the public 
for review. Companies only need to 
satisfy the Rule 155 information 
requirements if they wish to take 
advantage of the rule’s safe harbors. The 
Rule 155 information is required only 
on occasion. We estimate that 600 
issuers will file Rule 155 submissions 
annually at an estimated 4 hours per 
response. We also estimate that 50% of 
the 2,400 total annual burden hours 
(1,200 burden hours) would be prepared 
by the company. We estimate that the 
remaining 50% of the burden hours is 
prepared by outside counsel. 

Securities Act Rule 477 (OMB 3235–
0550; SEC File No. 270–493) sets forth 
procedures for withdrawing a 
registration statement or any 
amendment or exhibits thereto. The rule 
provides that if a registrant applies for 
withdrawal in anticipation of reliance 
on Rule 155’s registered-to-private safe 
harbor, the registrant must state in the 
withdrawal application that the 
registrant plans to undertake a 
subsequent private offering in reliance 
on the rule. Without this statement, the 
Commission would not be able to 
monitor issuers’ reliance on, and 
compliance with, Rule 155(c). The 
likely respondents will be companies. 
All information submitted to the 
Commission under Rule 477 is available 
to the public for review. Information 
provided under Rule 477 is mandatory. 
The information is required on 
occasion. It is estimated that 300 issuers 
will file Rule 477 submissions annually 
at an estimated one hour per response 
for a total annual burden of 300 hours. 
We estimate that 100% of the reporting 
burden is prepared by the issuer. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
control number. 

Written comments regarding the 
above information should be directed to 

the following persons: (i) Desk Officer 
for the Securities and Exchange 
Commission at: 
David_Rostker@omb.eop.gov; and (ii) R. 
Corey Booth, Director/Chief Information 
Officer, Office of Information 
Technology, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, 450 Fifth Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20549. Comments must 
be submitted to OMB within 30 days of 
this notice.

Dated: June 7, 2004. 
Jill M. Peterson, 
Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–13419 Filed 6–14–04; 8:45 am] 
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Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) is soliciting comments 
on the collection of information 
summarized below. The Commission 
plans to submit this existing collection 
of information to the Office of 
Management and Budget for extension 
and approval. 

Regulation ATS provides a regulatory 
structure that directly addresses issues 
related to alternative trading systems’ 
role in the marketplace. Regulation ATS 
allows alternative trading systems to 
choose between two regulatory 
structures. Alternative trading systems 
have the choice between registering as 
broker-dealers and complying with 
Regulation ATS or registering as 
national securities exchanges. 
Regulation ATS provides the regulatory 
framework for those alternative trading 
systems that choose to be regulated as 
broker-dealers. Rule 303 of Regulation 
ATS describes the record preservation 
requirements for alternative trading 
systems that are not national securities 
exchanges. 

Alternative trading systems that 
register as broker-dealers, comply with 
Regulation ATS and meet certain 
volume thresholds are required to 
preserve all records made pursuant to 
Rule 302, which includes information 
relating to subscribers, trading 
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