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Washington, DC 20250. Forms may also
be submitted by fax to (202) 690—4265.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions should be addressed to
Michael Schechtman, Designated
Federal Official, telephone (202) 720—
3817; fax (202) 690—4265; e-mail
mschechtman@ars.usda.gov. To obtain
form AD-755 ONLY please contact
Dianne Harmon, Office of Pest
Management Policy, telephone (202)
720-4074, fax (202) 720-3191; e-mail
dharmon®@ars.usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: AC21
members serve staggered 2-year terms,
with terms for half of the Committee
members expiring in any given year.
Nominations are being sought for open
Committee seats. The terms of 9
members of the AC21 will expire in
early 2004. The AC21 Charter allows for
flexibility to appoint up to a total of 11
members. Members can be reappointed
to serve up to 6 consecutive years. Equal
opportunity practices, in line with
USDA policies, will be followed in all
membership appointments to the
Committee. To ensure that the
recommendations of the Committee
have taken into account the needs of the
diverse groups served by USDA,
membership shall include, to the extent
practicable, individuals with
demonstrated ability to represent
minorities, women, and persons with
disabilities.

Nominees of the AC21 should have
recognized expertise in one or more of
the following areas: recombinant-DNA
(rDNA) research and applications using
plants; rtDNA research and applications
using animals; TDNA research and
applications using microbes; food
science; silviculture and related forest
science; fisheries science; ecology;
veterinary medicine; the broad range of
farming or agricultural practices; weed
science; plant pathology; biodiversity;
applicable laws and regulations relevant
to agricultural biotechnology policy;
risk assessment; consumer advocacy
and public attitudes; public health/
epidemiology; ethics, including
bioethics; human medicine;
biotechnology industry activities and
structure; intellectual property rights
systems; and international trade.
Members will be selected by the
Secretary of Agriculture in order to
achieve a balanced representation of
viewpoints to address effectively USDA
biotechnology policy issues under
consideration.

Nominations for AC21 membership
must be in writing and provide the
appropriate background documents
required by USDA policy, including
background disclosure form AD-755.

The AC21 meets in Washington, DC,
up to four (4) times per year. The
function of the AC21 is solely advisory.
Members of the AC21 and its
subcommittees serve without pay, but
with reimbursement of travel expenses
and per diem for attendance at AC21
and subcommittee functions for those
AC21 members who require assistance
in order to attend the meetings. While
away from home or their regular place
of business, those members will be
eligible for travel expenses paid by REE,
USDA, including per diem in lieu of
subsistence, at the same rate as a person
employed intermittently in the
government service is allowed under
Section 5703 of Title 5, United States
Code.

Submitting Nominations:
Nominations should be typed and
include the following:

1. A brief summary of no more than
two (2) pages explaining the nominee’s
suitability to serve on the AC21.

2. A resume or curriculum vitae.

3. A completed copy of form AD-755.

Nominations should be sent to
Michael Schechtman at the address
listed above, and be post marked no
later than [the date set forth above].

Dated: October 15, 2003.

Joseph Jen,

Under Secretary for Research, Education and
Economics.

[FR Doc. 03-26790 Filed 10-22-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3401-03-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. 03—089-1]

Notice of Request for Extension of
Approval of an Information Collection

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Extension of approval of an
information collection; comment
request.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service’s intention to
request an extension of approval of an
information collection in support of the
Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey.
DATES: We will consider all comments
that we receive on or before December
22, 2003.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by postal mail/commercial delivery or
by e-mail. If you use postal mail/
commercial delivery, please send four

copies of your comment (an original and
three copies) to: Docket No. 03—089-1,
Regulatory Analysis and Development,
PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River
Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737—
1238. Please state that your comment
refers to Docket No. 03—089-1. If you
use e-mail, address your comment to
regulations@aphis.usda.gov. Your
comment must be contained in the body
of your message; do not send attached
files. Please include your name and
address in your message and ‘‘Docket
No. 03—089-1" on the subject line.

You may read any comments that we
receive on this docket in our reading
room. The reading room is located in
room 1141 of the USDA South Building,
14th Street and Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC. Normal reading
room hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 690-2817
before coming.

APHIS documents published in the
Federal Register, and related
information, including the names of
organizations and individuals who have
commented on APHIS dockets, are
available on the Internet at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/
webrepor.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information regarding the Cooperative
Agricultural Pest Survey, contact Ms.
Coanne O’Hern, National Survey
Coordinator, Pest Detection and
Management Programs, PPQ, APHIS,
4700 River Road, Unit 137, Riverdale,
MD 20737-1236; (301) 734—4387. For
copies of more detailed information on
the information collection, contact Mrs.
Celeste Sickles, APHIS’ Information
Collection Coordinator, at (301) 734—
7477.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Cooperative Agricultural Pest
Survey.

OMB Number: 0579-0010.

Type of Request: Extension of
approval of an information collection.

Abstract: Under the Plant Protection
Act (7 U.S.C. 7701-7772), the Secretary
of Agriculture is responsible for
preventing the introduction and
interstate spread of plant pests and
noxious weeds that are new to or not
widely distributed within the United
States.

To this end, the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service, Plant
Protection and Quarantine (PPQ)
program, has joined forces with the
States and other agencies to create a
program called the Cooperative
Agricultural Pest Survey (CAPS). The
CAPS program collects and manages
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data on plant pests, weeds, and
biological control agents, which may be
used to control plant pests or noxious
weeds.

This program allows the States and
PPQ to conduct surveys to detect and
measure the presence of exotic plant
pests and weeds and to enter survey
data into a national computer-based
system known as the National
Agricultural Plant Information System
(NAPIS). This, in turn, allows APHIS to
obtain a more comprehensive picture of
pest conditions in the United States as
well as detect, in collaboration with the
National Plant Diagnostic Network and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Cooperative State Research, Education,
and Extension Service (CSREES),
population trends that could indicate an
agricultural bioterrorism act.

The information generated by this
program is used by States to predict
potential pest situations in the United
States and by Federal interests (e.g.,
PPQ and CSREES) to promptly detect
and respond to the occurrence of new
exotic pests and to provide
documentation on plant pests to
facilitate and record the location of
those pest incursions that could directly
hinder the export of U.S. farm
commodities. The system also provides
data management support for PPQ pest
programs such as imported fire and
gypsy moth.

The CAPS program entails the use of
several information collection activities,
including a cooperative agreement and
a Specimens for Determination Form
(PPQ Form 391).

We are asking the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) to
approve our use of these information
collection activities for an additional 3
years.

The purpose of this notice is to solicit
comments from the public (as well as
affected agencies) concerning our
information collection. These comments
will help us:

(1) Evaluate whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of our
estimate of the burden of the
information collection, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
information collection on those who are
to respond, through use, as appropriate,
of automated, electronic, mechanical,
and other collection technologies, e.g.,

permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Estimate of burden: The public
reporting burden for this collection of
information is estimated to average
0.1091824 hours per response.

Respondents: State cooperators
participating in the Cooperative
Agricultural Pest Survey.

Estimated annual number of
respondents : 103.

Estimated annual number of
responses per respondent: 352.932.

Estimated annual number of
responses: 36,352.

Estimated total annual burden on
respondents: 3,969 hours. (Due to
averaging, the total annual burden hours
may not equal the product of the annual
number of responses multiplied by the
reporting burden per response.)

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.

Done in Washington, DC, this 17th day of
October, 2003.

Kevin Shea,

Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 03-26786 Filed 10—-22—-03; 8:45 am)|]
BILLING CODE 3410-34-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. 03—094-1]

Notice of Request for Extension of
Approval of an Information Collection

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Extension of approval of an
information collection; comment
request.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service’s intention to
request an extension of approval of an
information collection in support of
regulations for user fees for processing
applications and permits to import
certain animals and animal products.
DATES: We will consider all comments
that we receive on or before December
22,2003.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by postal mail/commercial delivery or
by e-mail. If you use postal mail/
commercial delivery, please send four
copies of your comment (an original and
three copies) to: Docket No. 03—094—-1,
Regulatory Analysis and Development,

PPD, APHIS, Station 3C71, 4700 River
Road, Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737—
1238. Please state that your comment
refers to Docket No. 03—094—1. If you
use e-mail, address your comment to
regulations@aphis.usda.gov. Your
comment must be contained in the body
of your message; do not send attached
files. Please include your name and
address in your message and ‘“Docket
No. 03—094-1" on the subject line.

You may read any comments that we
receive on this docket in our reading
room. The reading room is located in
room 1141 of the USDA South Building,
14th Street and Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC. Normal reading
room hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 690-2817
before coming.

APHIS documents published in the
Federal Register, and related
information, including the names of
organizations and individuals who have
commented on APHIS dockets, are
available on the Internet at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/
webrepor.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information regarding user fee
regulations for the importation of
animals and animal products, contact
Mrs. Kris Caraher, Section Head, User
Fees Section, Financial Systems and
Services Branch, Financial Management
Division, MRPBS, APHIS, 4700 River
Road, Unit 54, Riverdale, MD 20737—
1232; (301) 734-5743. For copies of
more detailed information on the
information collection, contact Mrs.
Celeste Sickles, APHIS’ Information
Collection Coordinator, at (301) 734—
7477.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Veterinary Services User Fees
for Permit Applications.

OMB Number: 0579-0167.

Type of Request: Extension of
approval of an information collection.

Abstract: The Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
charges applicants a fee for processing
applications for permits to import
animals and animal products (including
byproducts, organisms, vectors, and
germ plasm). Regulations regarding user
fees to reimburse APHIS for processing
permit applications and for providing
other import- and export related
services for live animals and birds and
animal products are contained in the
Code of Federal Regulations, title 9, part
130. Veterinary Services, APHIS, is
responsible for reviewing the import
applications and issuing permits.
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