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Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA). The 
use of Standard Forms 424, 424A, 424B, 
SF-LLL, and CD–346 have been 
approved by Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) under the respective 
control numbers 0348–0043, 0348–0044, 
0348–0040, 0348–0046, and 0605–0001. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no person is required to respond to, 
nor shall any person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply with, a 
collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the PRA unless that 
collection of information displays a 
currently valid OMB control number.

Executive Order 12866
This notice has been determined to be 

not significant for purposes of Executive 
Order 12866.

Executive Order 13132 (Federalism)
It has been determined that this notice 

does not contain policies with 
Federalism implications as that term is 
defined in Executive Order 13132. 

Administrative Procedure Act/ 
Regulatory Flexibility Act

Prior notice and an opportunity for 
public comment are not required by the 
Administrative Procedure Act or any 
other law for rules concerning public 
property, loans, grants, benefits, and 
contracts (5 U.S.C. 553(a)(2)). Because 
notice and opportunity for comment are 
not required pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553 or 
any other law, the analytical 
requirements of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) are 
inapplicable. Therefore, a regulatory 
flexibility analysis has not been 
prepared.

Dated: October 10, 2003.
John J. Kelly, Jr., 
Deputy Undersecretary of Commerce for 
Oceans and Atmosphere, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration.
[FR Doc. 03–26297 Filed 10–16–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Science Advisory Board

AGENCY: Office of Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research, NOAA, DOC.
ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: The Science Advisory Board 
(SAB) was established by a Decision 
Memorandum dated September 25, 
1997, and is the only Federal Advisory 
Committee with responsibility to advise 
the Under Secretary of Commerce for 
Oceans and Atmosphere on long- and 

short-range strategies for research, 
education, and application of science to 
resource management. SAB activities 
and advice provide necessary input to 
ensure that National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
science programs are of the highest 
quality and provide optimal support to 
resource management. 

Time and Date: The meeting will be 
held Monday, November 3, 2003, from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Tuesday, 
November 4, 2003 from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. These times and the agenda topics 
described below may be subject to 
change. Refer to the web page listed 
below for the most up-to-date meeting 
agenda. 

Place: The meeting will be held both 
days at the Key Bridge Marriott Hotel, 
1401 Lee Highway, Arlington, VA. 

Status: The meeting will be open to 
public participation with a 30-minute 
time period set aside on Monday, 
November 3 for direct verbal comments 
or questions from the public. The SAB 
expects that public statements presented 
at its meetings will not be repetitive of 
previously submitted verbal or written 
statements. In general, each individual 
or group making a verbal presentation 
will be limited to a total time of five (5) 
minutes. Written comments (at least 35 
copies) should be received in the SAB 
Executive Director’s Office by October 
22, 2003, to provide sufficient time for 
SAB review. Written comments received 
by the SAB Executive Director after 
October 22, 2003, will be distributed to 
the SAB, but may not be reviewed prior 
to the meeting date. Approximately 
thirty (30) seats will be available for the 
public including five (5) seats reserved 
for the media. Seats will be available on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 

Matters to be Considered: The 
meeting will include the following 
topics: (1) NOAA Research Review, (2) 
Minority Serving Institutions, (3) NOAA 
Programming Planning and Budgeting, 
(4) Hydrology in NOAA, (5) Homeland 
Security, and (6) public statements.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Michael Uhart, Executive Director, 
Science Advisory Board, NOAA, Rm. 
11142, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver 
Spring, Maryland 20910. (Phone: 301–
713–9121, Fax: 301–713–0163, e-mail: 
Michael.Uhart@noaa.gov); or visit the 
NOAA SAB Web site at http://
www.sab.noaa.gov.

Dated: October 10, 2003. 
Louisa Koch, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator, OAR.
[FR Doc. 03–26293 Filed 10–16–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–KD–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 100603D]

Marine Mammals; File No.753–1599

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Receipt of application for 
amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
Jim Darling, Ph.D., 2155 West 13th 
Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. VOR 2ZO, 
Canada, has requested an amendment to 
scientific research Permit No. 753–
1599–00.
DATES: Written or telefaxed comments 
must be received on or before November 
17, 2003.
ADDRESSES: The amendment request 
and related documents are available for 
review upon written request or by 
appointment in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301)713–2289; fax (301)713–0376;

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box 
21668, Juneau, AK 99802–1668; phone 
(907)586–7221; fax (907)586–7249; and

Protected Species Coordinator, Pacific 
Area Office, NMFS, 1601 Kapiolani 
Blvd., Rm, 1110, Honolulu, HI 96814–
4700; phone (808)973–2935; fax 
(808)973–2941. Written comments or 
requests for a public hearing on this 
request should be submitted to the 
Chief, Permits, Conservation and 
Education Division, F/PR1, Office of 
Protected Resources, NMFS, 1315 East-
West Highway, Room 13705, Silver 
Spring, MD 20910. Those individuals 
requesting a hearing should set forth the 
specific reasons why a hearing on this 
particular amendment request would be 
appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by 
facsimile at (301)713–0376, provided 
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy 
submitted by mail and postmarked no 
later than the closing date of the 
comment period. Please note that 
comments will not be accepted by e-
mail or other electronic media.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jill 
Lewandowski, (301)713–2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject amendment to Permit No. 753–
1599–00, issued on January 10, 2001 (66 
FR 1957–1958), is requested under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 
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U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the Regulations 
Governing the Taking and Importing of 
Marine Mammals (50 CFR part 216), the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and 
the regulations governing the taking, 
importing, and exporting of endangered 
and threatened species (50 CFR 222–
226).

Permit No. 753–1599–00 authorizes 
the permit holder to conduct studies on 
the mating behavior, social organization 
and behavioral ecology of humpback 
whales (Megaptera novaeangliae) and 
gray whales (Eschrichtius robustus) in 
the state waters of Alaska, Hawaii, 
Oregon, Washington and California. The 
current permit expires on January 1, 
2006.

The permit holder is now requesting 
additional takes for humpback whales 
only to further study the whales’ songs 
in Hawaiian and Alaskan waters. 
Specifically, the permit holder is 
requesting the following additional 
annual takes: 100 humpback whales 
through the playback of recorded 
humpback whale songs, 50 humpback 
whales through suction cup and 
implantable tags designed to study the 
short-term movement patterns of the 
animals, and 300 humpback whales 
through harassment incidental to these 
research activities.

Concurrent with the publication of 
this notice in the Federal Register, 
NMFS is forwarding copies of this 
application to the Marine Mammal 
Commission and its Committee of 
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: October 8, 2003.
Jill K. Lewandowski, 
Acting Chief, Permits, Conservation and 
Education Division, Office of Protected 
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–26296 Filed 10–16–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademark Office 

Post Allowance and Refiling

ACTION: Proposed collection; comment 
request. 

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO), as part of its 
continuing effort to reduce paperwork 
and respondent burden, invites the 
general public and other Federal 
agencies to take this opportunity to 
comment on the continuing information 
collection, as required by the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995, Public Law 104–
13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before December 16, 
2003.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Susan K. Brown, Records Officer, 
Office of the Chief Information Officer, 
Office of Data Architecture and 
Services, Data Administration Division, 
703–308–7400, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313, Attn: CPK 3 
Suite 310; by e-mail at 
susan.brown@uspto.gov; or by facsimile 
at (703) 308–7407.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information 
should be directed to Robert J. Spar, 
Director, Office of Patent Legal 
Administration, USPTO, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313–1450; by 
telephone at (703) 308–5107; or by e-
mail at bob.spar@uspto.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

I. Abstract 
The United States Patent and 

Trademark Office (USPTO) is required 
by 35 U.S.C. 131 and 151 to examine 
applications and, when appropriate, 
allow applications and issue them as 
patents. When an application for a 
patent is allowed by the USPTO, the 
USPTO issues a notice of allowance and 
the applicant must pay the specified 
issue fee (including the publication fee, 
if applicable) within three months to 
avoid abandonment of the application. 
If the appropriate fees are paid within 
the proper time period, the USPTO can 
then issue the patent. If the fees are not 
paid within the designated time period, 
the application is abandoned and the 
applicant may petition the Director to 
accept a delayed payment with a 
satisfactory showing that the delay was 
unavoidable. This Petition for Revival of 
an Application for Patent Abandoned 
Unavoidably (Form PTO/SB/61) is 
approved under information collection 
0651–0031. The rules outlining the 
procedures for payment of the issue fee 
and issuance of a patent are found at 37 
CFR 1.18 and 1.311–1.317. 

Chapter 25 of Title 35 U.S.C. provides 
that there are several actions that the 
applicant may take after issuance of a 
patent, including requesting the 
correction of errors in a patent. For 
original patents that are deemed wholly 
or partly inoperative, applicants may 
file a reissue application, which entails 
several formal requirements including 
an oath or declaration that the errors in 
the patent were not the result of any 
deceptive intention on the part of the 
applicant. The rules outlining these 
procedures are found at 37 CFR 1.171–
1.179 and 1.322–1.325. 

Chapter 30 of Title 35 U.S.C. provides 
that any person at any time may file a 
request for reexamination by the USPTO 
of any claim of a patent on the basis of 
prior art patents or printed publications. 
Once initiated, the reexamination 
proceedings are substantially ex parte 
and do not permit input from third 
parties, but Chapter 31 also provides for 
optional inter partes reexamination 
allowing third parties to participate. The 
rules outlining ex parte and inter partes 
reexaminations are found at 37 CFR 
1.510–1.570 and 1.902–1.997.

If a request for ex parte or inter partes 
reexamination is denied, the requester 
may petition the Director to review the 
examiner’s refusal of reexamination. 
The USPTO is adding these two 
petitions, the Petition to Review Refusal 
to Grant Ex Parte Reexamination (37 
CFR 1.515(c)) and the Petition to Review 
Refusal to Grant Inter Partes 
Reexamination (37 CFR 1.927), to this 
information collection. These petitions 
are not new requirements but were not 
previously covered in this collection. 
No forms are provided for these 
petitions. 

The public uses this information 
collection to request corrections of 
errors in issued patents, to request 
reissue patents, to request 
reexamination proceedings, and to 
ensure that associated fees and 
documentation are submitted to the 
USPTO. The USPTO provides 10 paper 
forms that the public may use to submit 
the necessary information for these 
requirements, although there are no 
forms provided for some of the 
documentation necessary for a reissue 
application. 

This collection was previously 
approved by OMB in January 2001, at 
which time Form PTO/SB/58 Request 
for Inter Partes Reexamination was 
added to this collection to support the 
USPTO’s amended rules of practice 
implementing third party reexamination 
proceedings as found in the American 
Inventors Protection Act of 1999. In May 
2001, OMB approved a change 
worksheet to delete Form PTO/SB/54 
Reissue Application by the Assignee, 
Offer to Surrender Patent from this 
collection due to the elimination of the 
requirement to file an offer to surrender 
the original patent at the time of filing 
a reissue application. The USPTO also 
revised Form PTOL–85B Issue Fee 
Transmittal in order to support a change 
in practice regarding publication fees 
and to accommodate the acceptance of 
payments by credit card. In November 
2001, OMB approved another change 
worksheet that increased the total 
responses and burden hours as an 
administrative adjustment to reflect a 
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