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portion of the Northwest Atlantic Ocean
will result, at worst, in a temporary
modification in behavior by certain
species of marine mammals. This
activity is expected to result in no more
than a negligible impact on the affected
species.

While the number of potential
incidental harassment takes will depend
on the distribution and abundance of
marine mammals in the vicinity of the
survey activity, the number of potential
harassment takings is estimated to be
small. In addition, no take by injury
and/or death is anticipated, and the
potential for temporary or permanent
hearing impairment is low and will be
avoided through the incorporation of
the mitigation measures mentioned in
this document. In addition, the
proposed seismic program will not take
place in or near subsistence hunting
areas.

Proposed Authorization

NMFS proposes to issue an IHA to
LDEO for conducting a seismic survey
program in the Bermuda Rise portion of
the Northwest Atlantic Ocean, provided
the proposed mitigation, monitoring,
and reporting requirements are
incorporated. NMFS has preliminarily
determined that the proposed activity
would result in the harassment of small
numbers of marine mammals; would
have no more than a negligible impact
on the affected marine mammal stocks;
and would not have an unmitigable
adverse impact on the availability of
stocks for subsistence uses.

Information Solicited
NMFS requests interested persons to
submit comments and information
concerning this request (see ADDRESSES).
Dated: October 3, 2003.
Laurie K. Allen,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—25639 Filed 10—-08—03; 8:45 am]
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North Pacific Fishery Management
Council; Notice of Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Meeting of the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council’s Scallop
Plan Team.

SUMMARY: The Scallop Plan Team will
meet October 29-30, 2003, at the NMFS
Sustainable Fisheries Conference Room
in Juneau, AK. You may call in on the
conference line at 907-586—7977.

DATES: The meeting will meet on
October 29-30, 2003, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the NMFS, 709 W 9th Avenue, Juneau,
AK 99801.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 605 W.
4th Ave., Suite 306, Anchorage, AK
99501-2252.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Diana Stram, Council staff, Phone: 907—
271-2809.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Agenda —
(1) Membership and Officers (2) Draft
Terms of Reference for Scallop Plan
Team (3) Review Status of Stocks and
Stock Assessment and Fishery
Evaluation report (4) Discuss updating
the Scallop Fishery Management Plan
(5) Update on Alaska Board of Fisheries
regulation changes from the 2003
meeting (6) New Business.

Although other non-emergency issue
not on the agenda may come before the
Council for discussion, in accordance
with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act), those issues
may not be the subject of formal action
during this meeting. Actions of the
Council will be restricted to those issues
specifically identified in the agenda and
any issues arising after publication of
this notice that require emergency
action under Section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the
public has been informed of the
Council’s intent to take action to
address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Gail Bendixen at
907-271-2809 at least 7 working days
prior to the meeting date.

Dated: October 06, 2003.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—25642 Filed 10-8-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 100303A]

South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Joint meeting of the South
Atlantic Council’s Habitat Advisory
Panel and Coral Advisory Panel (AP).

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold a joint meeting of its Habitat AP
and Coral AP to further the Council’s
integrated process to update Essential
Fish Habitat information and consider
ecosystem-based management through
the development of a Fishery Ecosystem
Plan for the South Atlantic Region.

DATES: The joint meeting will take place
October 22 and 23, 2003.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Town and Country Inn, 2008
Savannah Highway, Charleston, SC,
29407; phone: 800-334-6660 or 843—
571-1000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim
Iverson, Public Information Officer,
South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council, One Southpark Circle, Suite
306, Charleston, S.C., 29407; phone
843-571-4366 or 866—SAFMC-10; FAX
843-769-4520.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Meeting
participants will meet from 1 until 5
p-m. on October 22, 2003, and again
from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. on October
23, 2003. Items for discussion at the
joint meeting include: (1) a summary of
the workshop process to facilitate
revision of Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
and EFH Habitat Areas of Particular
Concern (EFH-HAPC) designations and
development of a South Atlantic Fishery
Ecosystem Plan; (2) deepwater coral
habitat research and protection; (3)
habitat policy statement review and
development; (4) review of regulations
protecting EFH and any remaining
fishing and non-fishing activities
impacting habitat; and (5) research and
monitoring needs to refine the
designation and protection of EFH and
EFH-HAPCs and to support ecosystem-
based management.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this notice may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
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listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final actions to address such
emergencies.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to the Council office
(see ADDRESSES) by October 21,2003.

Dated: October 03, 2003.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—-25557 Filed 10—-8—03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
[1.D. 082803]

Marine Mammals and Endangered
Species; National Marine Fisheries
Service File Nos. 764-1703, 1038-1693,
and 116-1691; U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service File Nos. PRT-068532, PRT—
064776, and PRT-062475

AGENCIES: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce; U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS), Interior.

ACTION: Receipt of applications for
permits from NMFS and FWS.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the following applicants have applied in
due form for permits from NMFS and
FWS to take parts from species of
marine mammals for purposes of
scientific research: (1) The National
Museum of Natural History, Department
of Systematic Biology, MRC 108, P.O.
Box 37012, Washington, D.C. 20013—
7012 (File No. 764-1703/PRT-068532,
Charles Potter, Principal Investigator
(PI)); (2) Darla Rae Ewalt, USDA, APHIS,
National Veterinary Services
Laboratories, 1800 Dayton Road, Ames,
Iowa 50010 (File No. 1038-1693/PRT—
064776); and (3) Sea World, Inc., 7007
Sea World Drive, Orlando, Florida
32821 (File No. 116—-1691/PRT-062475,
Dr. Todd Robeck, PI).

DATES: Written or telefaxed comments
must be received on or before November
10, 2003.
ADDRESSES: The application requests
and related documents are available for
review upon written request or by
appointment in the following office(s):
see SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.
Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on these requests should
be submitted to the Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
F/PR1, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular amendment
request would be appropriate.
Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile at (301)713-0376, provided
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy
submitted by mail and postmarked no
later than the closing date of the
comment period. Please note that
comments will not be accepted by e-
mail or other electronic media.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer Skidmore, Amy Sloan, or Ruth
Johnson (301)713-2289 or email:
Jennifer.Skidmore@noaa.gov or
Amy.Sloan@noaa.gov,
Ruth.Johnson@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permits are requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
Regulations Governing the Taking and
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR
parts 18 and 216), the Fur Seal Act of
1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et
seq.), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), and the regulations governing
the taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 17 and 222-226).

The National Museum of Natural
History (File No. 764—1703/PRT—
068532) requests a permit to salvage,
collect, import/export, analyze samples,
carcasses, hard and soft parts taken from
pinnipeds, sirenians, sea and marine
otters, and cetaceans to obtain
information about the biology and life
history of marine mammals and the role
they play in the environment.
Additionally, samples will be archived
and curated at the Natural History
Museum. No live animal takes are
requested. A permit is requested for a
period of five years.

Darla Ewalt (File No. 1038-1693/
PRT-064776) requests authorization to
receive from Canada tissue samples
taken from legally harvested beluga
whales (Delphinapterus leucas),

narwhals (Monodon monoceros), walrus
(Odobenus rosmarus) and ringed seals
(Phoca hispida). Tissues to be imported
include blood, lymph nodes, lungs and
reproductive organs. These samples will
be utilized in brucellosis research
investigating the presence of Brucella in
subsistence harvested marine mammals.
The applicant is requesting a five year
permit.

Sea World, Inc. (File No. 116-1691/
PRT-062475) requests authorization to
collect, receive, import, and export an
unlimited number of pinniped and
cetacean specimens including but not
limited to reproductive cells and organs,
urine, feces, saliva, ocular secretions,
and whole blood taken from dead or
captive individuals to study
reproductive physiology, including
endocrinology, gamete biology, and
cryophysiology. Specimens may be
collected under the following
circumstances for dead animals: directly
taken in fisheries for such animals, in
countries or situations where such
activity is permitted; killed incidental to
fishing or other operations; found dead
at sea or beached; or that died of natural
causes. For captive animals, specimens
may be collected from animals that are
being housed in countries or situations
where such activity is legal and from
animals that have been behaviorally
conditioned for specimen donation as
part of routine husbandry procedures.
Specimens may be taken at anytime of
the year and in all areas worldwide
where pinnipeds and cetaceans are
found. The requested duration of the
permit is five years.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activities proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMEFS is forwarding copies of this
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Documents may be reviewed in the
following locations:

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713-0376;

Northwest Region, NMFS, 7600 Sand
Point Way NE, BIN C15700, Bldg. 1,
Seattle, WA 98115-0700; phone
(206)526—6150; fax (206)526—6426;

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802—-1668; phone
(907)586-7221; fax (907)586-7249;
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