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1 Pursuant to 49 CFR 1150.50(d)(2), the railroad 
must file a verified notice with the Board at least 
50 days before the abandonment or discontinuance 
is to be consummated. While the applicant initially 
indicated a proposed consummation date of 
October 30, 2003, because the verified notice was 
filed on September 11, 2003, consummation may 
not take place prior to October 31, 2003. By letter 
filed on September 22, 2003, applicant’s 
representative confirmed that the consummation 
date will be after October 31, 2003.

2 The Board will grant a stay if an informed 
decision on environmental issues (whether raised 
by a party or by the Board’s Section of 
Environmental Analysis (SEA) in its independent 
investigation) cannot be made before the 
exemption’s effective date. See Exemption of Out-
of-Service Rail Lines, 5 I.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any 
request for a stay should be filed as soon as possible 
so that the Board may take appropriate action before 
the exemption’s effective date.

3 Each OFA must be accompanied by the filing 
fee, which currently is set at $1,100. See 49 CFR 
1002.2(f)(25).

significant environmental impacts, the 
Board’s Section of Environmental 
Analysis (SEA) has determined that the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is appropriate. The 
purpose of this Notice of Intent is to 
notify individuals and agencies 
interested in or affected by the proposed 
project of the decision to require an EIS. 
SEA will hold public scoping meetings 
as part of the EIS process.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background: The proposed project, 
known as the Central Utah Rail Project, 
includes construction and operation of 
approximately 45 miles of new rail line 
connecting the existing Union Pacific 
Railroad (UPRR) line near Levan, Utah 
to a proposed coal transfer terminal 
facility near Salina, Utah. 
Implementation of the proposed project 
would restore rail service to the Sevier 
Valley, providing a more direct 
connection to rail service for the coal 
industry (primarily the Southern Utah 
Fuels Company), provide rail service to 
other shippers in the Sevier Valley, and 
reduce the number of trucks on 
highways in the Sevier Valley. The EIS 
will analyze the potential impacts of the 
proposed route, the ‘‘no-build’’ 
alternative, and an alternative 
alignment. 

Environmental Review Process: The 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) process is intended to assist the 
Board and the public in identifying and 
assessing the potential environmental 
consequences of a proposed action 
before a decision on the proposed action 
is made. SEA is responsible for ensuring 
that the Board complies with NEPA and 
related environmental statutes. The first 
stage of the EIS process is scoping. 
Scoping is an open process for 
determining the scope of environmental 
issues to be addressed in the EIS. SEA 
will soon develop and make available a 
draft scope of study for the EIS and 
provide a period for the submission of 
written comments on it. Concurrently, 
scoping meetings will be held to 
provide further opportunities for public 
involvement and input into the scoping 
process. The dates, time and locations 
for the scoping meetings are as follows:
Wednesday, October 22, 2003, 6 p.m. to 

8 p.m., North Sevier High School, 350 
West 400 North, Salina, Utah, School 
Office (435) 529–3717.

Thursday, October 23, 2003, 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m., Gunnison City Hall, 38 West 
Center Street, Gunnison, Utah, Office 
(435) 528–7969.
Following the issuance of a draft 

scope and the comment period, SEA 
will issue a final scope of study for the 
EIS. 

After issuing the final scope of study, 
SEA will prepare a Draft EIS (DEIS) for 
the project. The DEIS will address those 
environmental issues and concerns 
identified during the scoping process. It 
will also contain SEA’s preliminary 
recommendations for environmental 
mitigation measures. The DEIS will be 
made available upon its completion for 
public and agency review and comment. 
SEA will prepare a Final EIS (FEIS) that 
considers comments on the DEIS from 
the public and agencies. In reaching its 
decision in this case, the Board will take 
into account the DEIS, the FEIS, and all 
environmental comments that are 
received.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Phillis Johnson-Ball, Section of 
Environmental Analysis, Surface 
Transportation Board, 1925 K Street 
NW., Washington, DC 20423–0001, at 1–
202–565–1530. (TDD for the hearing 
impaired 1–800–877–8339). The website 
for the Surface Transportation Board is 
http://www.stb.dot.gov.

By the Board, Victoria Rutson, Chief, 
Section of Environmental Analysis. 
Vernon A. Williams, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 03–24740 Filed 9–29–03; 8:45 am] 
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Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Elk and 
Cameron Counties, PA 

Allegheny & Eastern Railroad, Inc. 
(A&E), has filed a notice of exemption 
under 49 CFR 1152 Subpart FlExempt 
Abandonments to abandon an 18.9-mile 
line of railroad between milepost 131, 
near St. Marys, in Elk County, and 
milepost 149.9, southeast of Emporium, 
in Cameron County, PA. The line 
traverses United States Postal Service 
Zip Codes 15834 and 15857.1

A&E has certified that: (1) No local 
traffic has moved over the line for at 
least 2 years; (2) any overhead traffic on 
the line can be rerouted over other lines; 
(3) no formal complaint filed by a user 

of rail service on the line (or by a state 
or local government entity acting on 
behalf of such user) regarding cessation 
of service over the line either is pending 
with the Board or with any U.S. District 
Court or has been decided in favor of 
complainant within the 2-year period; 
and (4) the requirements at 49 CFR 
1105.7 (environmental reports), 49 CFR 
1105.8 (historic reports), 49 CFR 
1105.11 (transmittal letter), 49 CFR 
1105.12 (newspaper publication), and 
49 CFR 1152.50(d)(1) (notice to 
governmental agencies) have been met. 

As a condition to this exemption, any 
employee adversely affected by the 
abandonment shall be protected under 
Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment-Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 
(1979). To address whether this 
condition adequately protects affected 
employees, a petition for partial 
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) 
must be filed. Provided no formal 
expression of intent to file an offer of 
financial assistance (OFA) has been 
received, this exemption will be 
effective on October 31, 2003, unless 
stayed pending reconsideration. 
Petitions to stay that do not involve 
environmental issues,2 formal 
expressions of intent to file an OFA 
under 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2),3 and trail 
use/rail banking requests under 49 CFR 
1152.29 must be filed by October 14, 
2003. Petitions to reopen or requests for 
public use conditions under 49 CFR 
1152.28 must be filed by October 21, 
2003, with: Surface Transportation 
Board, 1925 K Street, NW., Washington, 
DC 20423–0001.

A copy of any petition filed with the 
Board should be sent to A&E’s 
representative: Eric M. Hocky, Gollatz, 
Griffin & Ewing, P.C., Four Penn Center, 
Suite 200, 1600 JFK Blvd., Philadelphia, 
PA 19103. 

If the verified notice contains false or 
misleading information, the exemption 
is void ab initio. 

A&E has filed an environmental 
report which addresses the 
abandonment’s effects, if any, on the 
environment and historic resources. 
SEA will issue an environmental 
assessment (EA) by October 6, 2003. 
Interested persons may obtain a copy of 
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the EA by writing to SEA (Room 500, 
Surface Transportation Board, 
Washington, DC 20423–0001) or by 
calling SEA, at (202) 565–1539. 
[Assistance for the hearing impaired is 
available through the Federal 
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–
800–877–8339.] Comments on 
environmental and historic preservation 
matters must be filed within 15 days 
after the EA becomes available to the 
public. 

Environmental, historic preservation, 
public use, or trail use/rail banking 
conditions will be imposed, where 
appropriate, in a subsequent decision. 

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR 
1152.29(e)(2), A&E shall file a notice of 
consummation with the Board to signify 
that it has exercised the authority 
granted and fully abandoned the line. If 
consummation has not been effected by 
A&E’s filing of a notice of 
consummation by October 1, 2004, and 
there are no legal or regulatory barriers 
to consummation, the authority to 
abandon will automatically expire. 

Board decisions and notices are 
available on our Web site at ‘‘http://
www.stb.dot.gov.’’

Decided: September 24, 2003.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik, 

Director, Office of Proceedings. 
Vernon A. Williams, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 03–24739 Filed 9–29–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service 

Proposed Collection; Comment 
Request for Forms 5434 and 5434–A

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS), 
Treasury.
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The Department of the 
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort 
to reduce paperwork and respondent 
burden, invites the general public and 
other Federal agencies to take this 
opportunity to comment on proposed 
and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)). Currently, the IRS is 
soliciting comments concerning Form 
5434, Application for Enrollment, and 
Form 5434–A, Application for Renewal 
of Enrollment.
DATES: Written comments should be 
received on or before December 1, 2003, 
to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Glenn P. Kirkland, Internal Revenue 
Service, room 6411, 1111 Constitution 
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the forms and instructions 
should be directed to Carol Savage at 
Internal Revenue Service, room 6407, 
1111 Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington, DC 20224, or at (202) 622–
3945, or through the Internet at 
CAROL.A.SAVAGE@irs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Title: Form 5434, Application for 

Enrollment, and Form 5434–A, 
Application for Renewal of Enrollment. 

OMB Number: 1545–0951. 
Form Number: Forms 5434 and 5434–

A. 
Abstract: Form 5434 is used to apply 

for enrollment to perform actuarial 
services under the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA). 
Form 5434–A is used to renew 
enrollment every three years to perform 
actuarial services under ERISA. The 
information is used by the Joint Board 
for the Enrollment of Actuaries to 
determine the eligibility of the applicant 
to perform actuarial services. 

Current Actions: There are no changes 
being made to the forms at this time. 

Type of Review: Extension of a 
currently approved collection. 

Affected Public: Individuals. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

6,000. 
Estimated Time Per Respondent: 38 

minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 3,800. 
The following paragraph applies to all 

of the collections of information covered 
by this notice: 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a valid OMB control number. 
Books or records relating to a collection 
of information must be retained as long 
as their contents may become material 
in the administration of any internal 
revenue law. Generally, tax returns and 
tax return information are confidential, 
as required by 26 U.S.C. 6103. 

Request for Comments: Comments 
submitted in response to this notice will 
be summarized and/or included in the 
request for OMB approval. All 
comments will become a matter of 
public record. Comments are invited on: 
(a) Whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information shall have practical utility; 

(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of the burden of the collection of 
information; (c) ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; (d) ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on respondents, including 
through the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology; and (e) estimates of capital 
or start-up costs and costs of operation, 
maintenance, and purchase of services 
to provide information.

Approved: September 24, 2003. 
Glenn P. Kirkland, 
IRS Reports Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–24791 Filed 9–29–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4830–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS 

[OMB Control No. 2900–0636] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities Under OMB Review

AGENCY: Veterans Benefits 
Administration, Department of Veterans 
Affairs.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501–21), this notice 
announces that the Veterans Benefits 
Administration (VBA), Department of 
Veterans Affairs, has submitted the 
collection of information abstracted 
below to the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) for review and comment. 
The PRA submission describes the 
nature of the information collection and 
its expected cost and burden and 
includes the actual data collection 
instrument.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before October 30, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR A COPY OF 
THE SUBMISSION CONTACT: Denise 
McLamb, Records Management Service 
(005E3), Department of Veterans Affairs, 
810 Vermont Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20420, (202) 273–8030, 
FAX (202) 273–5981 or e-mail: 
denise.mclamb@mail.va.gov. Please 
refer to ‘‘OMB Control No. 2900–0636.’’

Send comments and 
recommendations concerning any 
aspect of the information collection to 
VA’s OMB Desk Officer, OMB Human 
Resources and Housing Branch, New 
Executive Office Building, Room 10235, 
Washington, DC 20503 (202) 395–7316. 
Please refer to ‘‘OMB Control No. 2900–
0636’’ in any correspondence.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
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