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Equatorial Guinea, Kenya, Mozambique,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Sudan, Uganda and
Zimbabwe)

3. Develop and implement long and
short-term strategies for ensuring free
and fair elections; strengthen political
parties, establish and support the work
of independent electoral commissions
and develop campaign training and
overall support for political pluralism.
(Countries: Angola, Cameroon, Cote
d’Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon,
Malawi, Nigeria, Tanzania and Uganda)

4. Support, strengthen and enhance
civil society’s capacity to advocate,
monitor, develop or support human
rights rule of law, and the democratic
process, good governance or conflict
resolution through innovative
campaigns (Angola, Burundi, Cameroon,
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Guinea, Mauritania, Mozambique,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Sudan, Swaziland,
Tanzania and Uganda)

5. Increase national reconciliation in
post-war countries through strengthened
civil society and political institutions.
(Angola, Burundi, Cote d’Ivoire,
Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Sudan)

6. Sensitize men and women to the
destructive and debilitating nature of
female genital mutilation. (West Africa)

Project Criteria:

* Project implementation should
begin no earlier than March 2004.

* Projects should not exceed two
years in duration. Shorter projects with
more immediate outcomes may receive
preference.

* Project activity should take place in
Sub-Saharan Africa. U.S-based or
exchange projects are strongly
discouraged.

* Projects that have a strong academic
or research focus will not be highly
considered. DRL will not fund health,
technology, environmental, or scientific
projects unless they have an explicit
democracy, human rights, or rule of law
component. Conferences likewise will
not be highly considered.

* Projects should include a follow-on
plan that extends beyond the grant
period ensuring that Bureau-supported
programs are not isolated events.

In order to avoid the duplication of
activities and programs, proposals
should also indicate knowledge of
similar projects being conducted in the
region and how the submitted proposal
will complement them.

Applicant/Organization Criteria:
Organizations applying for a grant
should meet the following criteria:

* Bea U.S. non-profit organization
meeting the provisions described in
Internal Revenue Code section 26 U.S.C.
501(c)(3). Applicants must submit proof

of its non-profit status in the application
at the time of submission.

* Have demonstrated experience
administering successful projects in the
region in which it is proposing to
administer a project.

» Have existing, or the capacity to
develop, active partnerships with in-
country organization(s).

Note: Organizations are welcome to submit
more than one proposal, but should know
that DRL wishes to reach out to as many
different organizations as possible with its
limited funds.

Budget Guidelines: Please refer to the
Proposal Submission Instructions (PSI)
for complete budget guidelines and
formatting instructions.

Deadline for Proposals: All proposals
must be received at the Bureau of
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor by
5 p.m. Eastern Standard Time (EST) on
Tuesday, September 16, 2003. Please
refer to the PSI for specific delivery
instructions.

Review Process

The Bureau will acknowledge receipt
of all proposals and will review them
for eligibility. Proposals will be deemed
ineligible if they do not fully adhere to
the guidelines stated herein and in the
PSI. Eligible proposals will be subject to
compliance with Federal and Bureau
regulations and guidelines and
forwarded to Bureau grant panels for
advisory review. Proposals may also be
reviewed by the Office of the Legal
Adviser or by other Department
elements.

Review Criteria

Eligible applications will be
competitively reviewed according to the
criteria stated below. Further
explanation of these criteria is included
in the PSI. These criteria are not rank-
ordered and all carry equal weight in
the proposal evaluation: quality of the
program idea; program planning and
ability to achieve program objectives;
multiplier effect/impact; institution’s
record/ability/capacity; cost-
effectiveness.

Some grants may be awarded under
the aegis of the Father John Kaiser
Memorial Fund which endeavors to
advance the work and values of Father
John Kaiser with respect to solving
ethnic conflict and promoting
government accountability and respect
for human rights.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The
Office for the Promotion of Human
Rights and Democracy of the Bureau of
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
(DRL/PHD). Please specify Karen

Gilbride 202-647-1458 on all inquiries
and correspondence.

Please read the complete Federal
Register announcement before sending
inquiries or submitting proposals. Once
the RFP deadline has passed, Bureau
staff may not discuss this competition
with applicants until the proposal
review process has been completed.

To Download a Solicitation Package
via Internet: The Solicitation Package
includes this RFP plus the Proposal
Submission Instructions (PSI) which
contains detailed award criteria, specific
budget instructions, and standard
guidelines for proposal preparation. The
entire RFP and PSI may be downloaded
from the HRDF section on the Bureau’s
Web site at http://www.state.gov/g/drl/.

Notice

The terms and conditions published
in this RFP are binding and may not be
modified by any Bureau representative.
Explanatory information provided by
the Bureau that contradicts published
language will not be binding. Issuance
of the RFP does not constitute an award
commitment on the part of the
Government. The Bureau reserves the
right to reduce, revise, or increase
proposal budgets in accordance with the
needs of the program and the
availability of funds. Awards made will
be subject to periodic reporting and
evaluation requirements. Final technical
authority for assistance awards resides
with the Office of Acquisition
Management’s Grants Officer.

Notification

Final awards cannot be made until
funds have been appropriated by
Congress, allocated and committed
through internal Bureau procedures.

Dated: August 5, 2003.

E. Michael Southwick,

Assistant Secretary for Democracy (Acting),
Human Rights Labor, Department of State.

[FR Doc. 03-20936 Filed 8—14—03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice 4445]

Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights
and Labor Request for Grant
Proposals: Human Rights and
Democratization Initiatives in the
Western Hemisphere

SUMMARY: The Office for the Promotion
of Human Rights and Democracy of the
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights
and Labor (DRL/PHD) announces an
open competition for assistance awards.
Organizations may submit grant
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proposals that address programs and
activities that foster democracy, human
rights, press freedoms, and the rule of
law in the Western Hemisphere.
Awards are contingent upon the
availability of Fiscal Year 2003 funds.
The Bureau anticipates awarding
between 2—4 grants in amounts of
$250,000-$500,000.

Background

The Human Rights and Democracy
Fund (HRDF) supports innovative,
cutting-edge programs which uphold
democratic principles, support and
strengthen democratic institutions,
promote human rights, and build civil
society in countries and regions of the
world that are geo-strategically
important to the U.S. HRDF funds
projects that have an immediate impact
but that have potential for continued
funding beyond HRDF resources. HRDF
projects must not duplicate or simply
add to efforts by other entities.

Additional Information

The Bureau of Democracy Human
Rights and Labor has identified the
following issues and countries as
priorities.

1. Support to civil society and
democratic institutions, including
advocacy groups for human rights and
the protection of vulnerable
populations. (Priority Countries:
Bolivia, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador,
Guatemala, Haiti, Peru, Venezuela)

2. Promotion of an unrestricted,
unbiased and responsible press and
protection of freedom of the press,
especially in regard to use of threats,
intimidation and defamation suits to
control the media and stifle
investigations into official corruption,
incompetence and abuse. Support to
enhance public awareness of human
rights issues and broaden civic
education, including identification of
and debate on democratic values and
processes through print, radio,
television and the Internet. (Priority
Countries: Bolivia, Colombia, Cuba, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Venezuela)

3. Promotion of labor rights and
protections, particularly in connection
with trade agreements, and especially in
non-democratic or transitional regimes
and countries suffering from civil
conflict. (Priority Countries: Bolivia,
Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Panama, Peru, Venezuela)

4. Reconciliation, including support
for human rights investigations of
abuses during military dictatorship and
other non-democratic governments.

(Priority Countries: Argentina,
Guatemala, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela)
5. Political party building, including
support to democratic institutions and
promotion of minority and indigenous
population inclusion and representation
in political processes. (Priority
Countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Venezuela)

Project Criteria

* Project implementation should
begin no earlier than March 2004.

 Projects should not exceed two
years in duration. Shorter projects with
more immediate outcomes may receive
preference.

* Project activity should take place
abroad. U.S-based or exchange projects
are strongly discouraged.

* Projects that have a strong academic
or research focus will not be highly
considered. DRL will not fund health,
technology, environmental, or scientific
projects unless they have an explicit
democracy, human rights, or rule of law
component. Conferences likewise will
not be highly considered.

* Projects should include a follow-on
plan that extends beyond the grant
period ensuring that Bureau-supported
programs are not isolated events.

In order to avoid the duplication of
activities and programs, proposals
should also indicate knowledge of
similar projects being conducted in the
region and how the submitted proposal
will complement them.

Applicant/Organization Criteria

Organizations applying for a grant
should meet the following criteria:

* Be a U.S. non-profit organization
meeting the provisions described in
Internal Revenue Code section 26 U.S.C.
501(c)(3). Applicants must submit proof
of its non-profit status in the application
at the time of submission.

* Have demonstrated experience
administering successful projects in the
region in which it is proposing to
administer a project.

» Have existing, or the capacity to
develop, active partnerships with in-
country organization(s).

Note: Organizations are welcome to submit
more than one proposal, but should know
that DRL wishes to reach out to as many
different organizations as possible with its
limited funds.

Budget Guidelines

Please refer to the Proposal
Submission Instructions (PSI) for
complete budget guidelines and
formatting instructions.

Deadline for Proposals

All proposals must be received at the
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights
and Labor by 5 p.m. Eastern Standard
Time (EST) on Wednesday, September
17, 2003. Please refer to the PSI for
specific delivery instructions.

Review Process

The Bureau will acknowledge receipt
of all proposals and will review them
for eligibility. Proposals will be deemed
ineligible if they do not fully adhere to
the guidelines stated herein and in the
PSI. Eligible proposals will be subject to
compliance with Federal and Bureau
regulations and guidelines and
forwarded to Bureau grant panels for
advisory review. Proposals may also be
reviewed by the Office of the Legal
Adpviser or by other Department
elements.

Review Criteria

Eligible applications will be
competitively reviewed according to the
criteria stated below. Further
explanation of these criteria is included
in the PSI. These criteria are not rank-
ordered and all carry equal weight in
the proposal evaluation: quality of the
program idea; program planning and
ability to achieve program objectives;
multiplier effect/impact; institution’s
record/ability/capacity; cost-
effectiveness.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The
Office for the Promotion of Human
Rights and Democracy of the Bureau of
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
(DRL/PHD). Please specify Cathy Stump
(202) 647-3322 on all inquiries and
correspondence.

Please read the complete Federal
Register announcement before sending
inquiries or submitting proposals. Once
the RFP deadline has passed, Bureau
staff may not discuss this competition
with applicants until the proposal
review process has been completed.

To Download a Solicitation Package
Via Internet

The Solicitation Package includes this
RFP plus the Proposal Submission
Instructions (PSI) which contains
detailed award criteria, specific budget
instructions, and standard guidelines for
proposal preparation. The entire RFP
and PSI may be downloaded from the
HRDF section on the Bureau’s Web site
at http://www.state.gov/g/drl/.

Notice

The terms and conditions published
in this RFP are binding and may not be
modified by any Bureau representative.
Explanatory information provided by
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the Bureau that contradicts published
language will not be binding. Issuance
of the RFP does not constitute an award
commitment on the part of the
Government. The Bureau reserves the
right to reduce, revise, or increase
proposal budgets in accordance with the
needs of the program and the
availability of funds. Awards made will
be subject to periodic reporting and
evaluation requirements. Final technical
authority for assistance awards resides
with the Office of Acquisition
Management’s Grants Officer.

Notification

Final awards cannot be made until
funds have been appropriated by
Congress, allocated and committed
through internal Bureau procedures.

Dated: August 11, 2003.
Lorne W. Craner,

Assistant Secretary for Democracy, Human
Rights and Labor, Department of State.

[FR Doc. 03—20937 Filed 8—14-03; 8:45 am)|]
BILLING CODE 4710-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

[Public Notice 4448]

Determination Pursuant to Section
2(b)(2) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(b)(2) of the
Migration and Refugee Assistance Act of
1962, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(b)(2),
and the functions and authorities
delegated to the Secretary of State, or
his or her delegate, by Presidential
Determination 99-6 of November 30,
1998, and subsequently re-delegated to
me by Delegation of Authority of
January 5, 1999, I hereby designate
refugees and conflict victims in Liberia
as qualifying for assistance under
Section 2(b)(2) of that Act, and
determine that such assistance will
contribute to the foreign policy interests
of the United States.

This determination shall be
transmitted to the President and
published in the Federal Register.

Dated: August 8, 2003.

Arthur E. Dewey,

Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of
Population, Refugees, and Migration.

[FR Doc. 03—-20938 Filed 8—-14-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-33-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Office of the Secretary

Aviation Proceedings, Agreements
Filed the Week Ending August 1, 2003

The following Agreements were filed
with the Department of Transportation
under the provisions of 49 U.S.C.
Sections 412 and 414. Answers may be
filed within 21 days after the filing of
the application.

Docket Number: OST-2003-15803.

Date Filed: July 29, 2003.

Parties: Members of the International
Air Transport Association.

Subject: PTC COMP 1075 dated 29
July 2003 Composite Expedited
Resolution 002f r1-r5 Intended effective
date: October 1, 2003.

Andrea M. Jenkins,

Program Manager, Docket Operations,
Federal Register Liaison.

[FR Doc. 03—20931 Filed 8—14—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-62-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Office of the Secretary

Notice of Applications for Certificates
of Public Convenience and Necessity
and Foreign Air Carrier Permits Filed
Under Subpart B (Formerly Subpart Q)
During the Week Ending August 1,
2003

The following Applications for
Certificates of Public Convenience and
Necessity and Foreign Air Carrier
Permits were filed under subpart B
(formerly subpart Q) of the Department
of Transportation’s Procedural
Regulations (See 14 CFR 301.201 et.
seq.). The due date for Answers,
Conforming Applications, on Motions to
Modify Scope are set forth below for
each application. Following the Answer
period DOT may process the application
by expedited procedures. Such
procedures may consist of the adoption
of a show-cause order, a tentative order,
or in appropriate cases a final order
without further proceedings.

Docket Number: OST-1995-545.

Date Filed: July 30, 2003.

Due Date for Answers, Conforming
Applications, or Motion to Modify
Scope: August 20, 2003.

Description: Application of Delta Air
Lines, Inc., pursuant to 49 U.S.C.
Sections 41102, 41108 and subpart B,
requesting renewal of its certificate of
public convenience and necessity to
engage in scheduled foreign air
transportation of persons, property, and
mail between Atlanta, GA, and Caracas,
Venezuela.

Docket Number: OST-2003-15821.

Date Filed: July 31, 2003.

Due Date for Answers, Conforming
Applications, or Motion to Modify
Scope: August 21, 2003.

Description: Application of
TransAtlantic Airlines Limited,
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. Section 41301, et
seq., and subpart B, requesting a foreign
air carrier permit authorizing it to
engage in scheduled and charter foreign
air transportation of persons, property,
and mail between Sierra Leone and the
United States.

Docket Number: OST-1997-3177.

Date Filed: August 1, 2003.

Due Date for Answers, Conforming
Applications, or Motion to Modify
Scope: August 22, 2003.

Description: Application of Northwest
Airlines, Inc., pursuant to 49 U.S.C.
section 41101 and subpart B, requesting
renewal of Segment 1 of its Route 378
certificate of public convenience and
necessity, and to integrate this
certificate authority with all of
Northwest’s existing certificate and
exemption authority to the extent
consistent with U.S. bilateral
agreements and DOT policy.

Andrea M. Jenkins,

Program Manager, Docket Operations,
Federal Register Liaison.

[FR Doc. 03—-20930 Filed 8-14-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-62-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Office of the Secretary
[Docket No. OST-2003-15794]
Motor Carrier Financial Information

Reporting Requirements—Request for
Public Comments

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary (OST),
DOT.

ACTION: Request for Public Comments.

SUMMARY: DOT has received a petition
from the Truckload Carriers Association
(TCA), requesting that DOT grant a
general exemption to all motor carriers
of property that are required to file
financial reports with DOT’s Bureau of
Transportation Statistics (BTS). The
petition also requests that DOT docket
the petition and request public
comments. DOT is seeking public
comments on the merits of the TCA
petition.

DATES: Comments must be received by
October 14, 2003.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
(identified by DMS Docket Number
0OST-2003-15794) through the
following methods:
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