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SUMMARY: The Civilian Agency
Acquisition Council and the Defense
Acquisition Regulations Council
(Councils) have agreed on a final rule
amending the Federal Acquisition
Regulation (FAR) to convert this FAR
case from an interim rule to a final rule
without change. The final rule amends
the FAR to extend the Electronic and
Information Technology (section 508)
micropurchase exception to October 1,
2004.

DATES: Effective Date: July 24, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The
FAR Secretariat, Room 4035, GS
Building, Washington, DC, 20405, (202)
501-4755, for information pertaining to
status or publication schedules. For
clarification of content, contact Ms.
Linda Nelson, Procurement Analyst, at
(202) 501-1900, or Ms. Angelena Moy,
Case Manager, at (703) 602—1302. The
TTY Federal relay number for further
information is 1-800-877-8973. Please
cite FAC 2001-15, FAR case 2002—-012.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
A. Background

DoD, GSA, and NASA published an
interim rule in the Federal Register at
67 FR 80321, December 31, 2002, that
amended FAR 39.204(a) to extend the
Electronic and Information Technology
(EIT) micropurchase exception until
October 1, 2004.

The 60-day comment period for the
interim rule ended March 3, 2003.
Public comments were received from
four commenters. One commenter
submitted comments that are not
relevant and outside the scope of the
rule. Another commenter, the American
Foundation for the Blind (AFB),
believes that the Government is not
doing enough to resolve the small
purchase problem so that an exception
is not needed. The AFB also believes
that the Government should create tools
with questions and measurements for
the Federal purchaser to utilize in
determining accessibility.

The remaining two commenters fully
support the rule. They also submitted
their views on labeling products for
micropurchases made using the
Government purchase card, and one of
the commenter also addressed how it
accomplished its internal 508 training.
Summaries of these views follow:

1. Suggested that many firms in the
information technology industry are
unwilling to make blanket statements on
a product label regarding section 508
because interpretations of the standards
and product information may vary,
exposing companies to litigation under
the False Claims Act.

2. Stated that creating a label that
would provide sufficient information to
Federal buyers would be difficult and
expensive.

3. Stated that the majority of the
Governmentwide purchase card
purchases are generally made using the
Internet or by phone, and it is unlikely
that the Government buyer would see
the label until after the purchase.

4. Recommended that, as an
alternative to labeling, the Government
purchaser use the Voluntary Product
Accessibility Template (VPAT) as a tool
in making an informed decision
regarding accessibility.

5. Suggested that the VPAT assists the
Government in meeting the Acquisition
Planning and Market Research
requirements established in FAR parts 7
and 10, respectively.

6. One commenter described their
intensive efforts to train their sales
forces to assist purchasers in making
their accessibility determinations and to
put in place systems that ensure
engineers include accessibility as a key
design requirement.

The above views will be considered
before the Government formulates its
next step regarding acquisition of
electronic and information technology
products and services under
micropurchase procedures.

We applaud industry’s efforts to build
accessibility features into their products
and their participation in making
information about product features
available by completing the VPAT. We
encourage industry to continue to work
toward a solution that will assist the
Government purchase cardholder, who
may have little technical knowledge
regarding section 508, in purchasing
products and services that meet the
applicable accessibility standards.

The Federal Government is in
continual collaboration with the
Accessibility Forum to focus on long-
term solutions that will assist the
Government in making informed
decisions about section 508-related
procurements. We are hopeful that a
solution can be found that will be
agreeable to both industry and the
Government.

This is not a significant regulatory
action and, therefore, was not subject to
review under section 6(b) of Executive
Order 12866, Regulatory Planning and
Review, dated September 30, 1993. This
rule is not a major rule under 5 U.S.C.
804.

B. Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Department of Defense, the
General Services Administration, and
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration certify that this final

rule will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities within the
meaning of the Regulatory Flexibility
Act, 5 U.S.C. 601, et seq., because for
purchases under $2,500 (a
“micropurchase”), no competitive
quotations have to be obtained and
micropurchases are no longer reserved
exclusively for small firms.

C. Paperwork Reduction Act
The Paperwork Reduction Act does
not apply because the changes to the
FAR do not impose information
collection requirements that require the
approval of the Office of Management
and Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3501, et
seq.
List of Subjects in 48 CFR Part 39
Government procurement.

Dated: July 16, 2003.
Laura Auletta,
Director, Acquisition Policy Division.

Interim Rule Adopted as Final Without
Change

= Accordingly, DoD, GSA, and NASA
adopt the interim rule amending 48 CFR
part 39, which was published in the
Federal Register at 67 FR 80321,
December 31, 2002, as a final rule
without change.

Authority: 40 U.S.C. 121(c); 10 U.S.C.
chapter 137; and 42 U.S.C. 2473(c).

[FR Doc. 03—18539 Filed 7-23—03; 8:45 am)]
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SUMMARY: This document makes
amendments to the Federal Acquisition
Regulation (FAR) in order to update
references and make editorial changes.
DATES: Effective Date: July 24, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The
FAR Secretariat, Room 4035, GS
Building, Washington, DC, 20405, (202)
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501—4755, for information pertaining to
status or publication schedules. Please
cite FAC 2001-15, Technical
Amendments.

List of Subjects in 48 CFR Parts 19 and
52

Dated: July 16, 2003.
Laura Auletta,
Director, Acquisition Policy Division.

m Therefore, DoD, GSA, and NASA
amend 48 CFR parts 19 and 52 as set
forth below:

Authority: 40 U.S.C. 121(c); 10 U.S.C.
chapter 137; and 42 U.S.C. 2473(c).

PART 19—SMALL BUSINESS
PROGRAMS

= 2. Amend section 19.1005 by revising

Government procurement.

paragraph (a) to read as follows:
» 1. The authority citation for 48 CFR

parts 19 and 52 is revised to read as 19.1005 Applicability.

follows: (a) Designated industry groups.
NAICS code NAICS description
1. Construction (Except Dredging) Subsector 236—Construction of Buildings
236115 ........ New Single-Family Housing Construction (except Operative Builders).
236116 ........ New Multi-Family Housing Construction (except Operative Builders).
236117 ........ New Housing Operative Builders.
236118 ........ Residential Remodelers.
236210 ........ Industrial Building Construction.
236220 ........ Commercial and Institutional Building Construction.
Subsector 237—Heavy and Civil Engineering Construction
237110 ........ Water and Sewer Line and Related Structures Construction.
237120 ........ Oil and Gas Pipeline and Related Structures Construction.
237130 ........ Power and Communication Line and Related Structures Construction.
237210 ........ Land Subdivision.
237310 ........ Highway, Street, and Bridge Construction.
237990 ........ Other Heavy and Civil Engineering Construction (except dredging).
Subsector 238—Specialty Trade Contractors
238110 ........ Poured Concrete Foundation and Structure Contractors.
238120 ........ Structural Steel and Precast Concrete Contractors.
238130 ........ Framing Contractors.
238140 ........ Masonry Contractors.
238150 ........ Glass and Glazing Contractors.
238160 ........ Roofing Contractors.
238170 ........ Siding Contractors.
238190 ........ Other Foundation, Structure, and Building Exterior Contractors.
238210 ........ Electrical Contractors.
238220 ........ Plumbing, Heating, and Air-Conditioning Contractors.
238290 ........ Other Building Equipment Contractors.
238310 ........ Drywall and Insulation Contractors.
238320 ........ Painting and Wall Covering Contractors.
238330 ........ Flooring Contractors.
238340 ........ Tile and Terrazzo Contractors.
238350 ........ Finish Carpentry Contractors.
238390 ........ Other Building Finishing Contractors.
238910 ........ Site Preparation Contractors.
238990 ........ All Other Specialty Trade Contractors.
2. Non-Nuclear Ship Repair

336611 ........ Ship Building and Repairing.
PSC J998 .... | Non-nuclear Ship Repair (East) Ship Repair (including overhauls and conversions) performed on non-nuclear propelled and non-

propelled ships east of the 108th meridian.
PSC J999 .... | Non-nuclear Ship Repair (West) Ship Repair (including overhauls and conversions) performed on non-nuclear propelled and non-

propelled ships west of the 108th meridian.

3. Architectural and Engineering Services (Including Surveying and Mapping)

541310 ........ Architectural Services or;
541330 ........ Engineering Services.
PSC C111 ... | Administrative and Service Buildings.
PSC C112 ... | Airfield, Communication and Missile Facilities.
PSC C113 ... | Educational Buildings.
PSC C114 ... | Hospital Buildings.
PSC C115 ... | Industrial Buildings.
PSC C116 ... | Residential Buildings.
PSC C117 ... | Warehouse Buildings.
PSC C118 ... | Research and Development Facilities.
PSC C119 ... | Other Buildings.
PSC C121 ... | Conservation and Development.
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NAICS code NAICS description
PSC C122 ... | Highways, Roads, Streets, Bridges and Railways.
PSC C123 ... | Electric Power Generation (EPG).
PSC C124 ... | Utilities.
PSC C129 ... | Other Non-Building Structures.
PSC C130 ... | Restoration.
PSC C211 ... | Architect-Engineering Services (including landscaping, interior layout, and designing).
PSC C212 ... | Engineering Drafting Services.
PSC C213 ... | A&E Inspection Services (hon-construction).
PSC C214 ... | A&E Management Engineering Services.
PSC C215 ... | A&E Production Engineering Services (including Design and Control, and Building Programming).
PSC C216 ... | Marine Architect and Engineering Services.
PSC C219 ... | Other Architect and Engineering Services.
541360 ........ Geophysical Surveying and Mapping Services or;
541370 ........ Surveying and Mapping (except Geophysical) Services.
PSC T002 Cartography Services.
PSC T004 Charting Services.
PSC T008 Photogrammetry Services.
PSC T009 Aerial Photographic Services.
PSC T014 ... | Topography Services.
PSC R404 ... | Land Surveys, Cadastral Services (non-construction).
4. Refuse Systems and Related Services
562111 ........ Solid Waste Collection or;
562119 ........ Other Waste Collection or;
562219 ........ Other Nonhazardous Waste Treatment and Disposal.
PSC S205 ... | Trash/Garbage Collection Services—including Portable Sanitation Services.
* * * * *

PART 52—SOLICITATION PROVISIONS
AND CONTRACT CLAUSES

= 3. Amend section 52.212—1 by revising
the date of the provision and paragraph
(1)(2)(i1)(B) to read as follows:

52.212-1 Instructions to Offerors—
Commercial Items.

Instructions to Offerors—Commercial Items
(July 2003)

* * * * *
(i) * * *
(2) * *x %
(ii)
(B) Through the DoDSSP Internet site
at http://dodssp.daps.mil.

* * * * *

[FR Doc. 03—18540 Filed 7-23-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6820-EP—P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

GENERAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION

48 CFR Chapter 1

Federal Acquisition Regulation; Small
Entity Compliance Guide

AGENCIES: Department of Defense (DoD),
General Services Administration (GSA),
and National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA).

ACTION: Small entity compliance guide.

SUMMARY: This document is issued
under the joint authority of the
Secretary of Defense, the Administrator
of General Services and the
Administrator for the National

LIST OF RULES IN FAC 2001-15

Aeronautics and Space Administration.
This Small Entity Compliance Guide has
been prepared in accordance with
section 212 of the Small Business
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of
1996 (Pub. L. 104—121). It consists of a
summary of rules appearing in Federal
Acquisition Circular (FAC) 2001-15
which amends the FAR. An asterisk (*)
next to a rule indicates that a regulatory
flexibility analysis has been prepared in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 604. Interested
parties may obtain further information
regarding these rules by referring to FAC
2001-15 which precedes this document.
These documents are also available via
the Internet at http://www.arnet.gov/far.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Laurie Duarte, FAR Secretariat, (202)
501—4225. For clarification of content,
contact the analyst whose name appears
in the table below.

Item Subject FAR case Analyst
Elimination of Standard Form 129, Solicitation Mailing List Application ...........ccccerviriieniciniciieeene 2001-032 | De Stefano.
Energy-Efficient Standby POWEr DEVICES .......c..eiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiee it 2001-028 | Smith.

. Electronic Listing of Acquisition Vehicles Available For Use By More Than One Agency 2001-030 | Zaffos.

IV o Compensation COSt PIINCIPIE ......oo.uiiiiiiiieiiie ittt e st e e e st e e e sane e e e sne e e e aneeeeanres 2001-008 | Loeb.
Vo Leadership in Environmental Management (E.O. 13148) ......cccccooiiiiiiiiiniiienie e 2000-005 | Goral.
VI . Selling Cost PriNCIPIE .....ocuiiiiiieeiii e 2001-024 | Loeb.
Vil Section 508 Micropurchase Exception Sunset Provision 2002-012 | Nelson.
VI ......... Technical Amendments.
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