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accomplished in accordance with the
alert telex described previously.

On July 10, 2002, the FAA issued a
new version of 14 CFR part 39 (67 FR
47997, July 22, 2002), which governs the
FAA’s AD system. The regulation now
includes material that relates to altered
products, special flight permits, and
alternative methods of compliance.
Because we have now included this
material in part 39, we no longer need
to include it in each individual AD.

The FAA estimates that this proposed
AD would affect 45 helicopters of U.S.
registry and the proposed actions would
take approximately 3 work hours per
helicopter to accomplish at an average
labor rate of $60 per work hour. Two
additional work hours would be
required to replace a hose. Required
parts would cost approximately:

e $229 for the air vent hose, part
number (P/N) 365A55-3044—07 (3 each
estimated);

* $139 for the air vent hose, P/N
365A55—-3044—09 (3 each estimated);

* $1 for the spacer, P/N E0688-02 (2
each required per helicopter);

e $1 for the screw, P/N
22256BC040012L (4 each per
helicopter);

e $1 for the screw, P/N
22256BC040012L (2 each per
helicopter); and

* $.50 for the clamp, P/N E0043-1C0
(2 each per helicopter).

Based on these figures, we estimate the
total cost impact of the proposed AD on
U.S. operators would be $9,609,
assuming that six air vent hoses (3 of
each kind) would need to be replaced
and 2 spacers, 6 screws, and 2 clamps
would be replaced in the entire fleet.

The regulations proposed herein
would not have a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national Government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
it is determined that this proposal
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a ““significant regulatory action”
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a “significant rule” under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by

contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding a new airworthiness directive to
read as follows:

Eurocopter France: Docket No. 2003—SW—
09-AD.

Applicability: Model SA-365N, N1, AS—
365N2, and AS 365 N3 helicopters,
certificated in any category.

Compliance: Within the next 50 hours
time-in-service (TIS) or 1 month, whichever
occurs first, unless accomplished previously.

To prevent fuel leakage, toxic fumes inside
the cabin creating a fire hazard that could
lead to a fire and smoke in the cabin, and
subsequent loss of control of the helicopter,
accomplish the following:

(a) In accordance with the
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraph
2.B.2. of Eurocopter Alert Telex No. 28.00.31,
dated January 14, 2003 (Alert Telex):

(1) Inspect the fuel air vent hose (air vent
hose) on the right-hand (RH) and left-hand
(LH) side of the helicopter for chafing and
fuel leakage in the interference areas.

(i) Replace any leaking air vent hose before
further flight, and

(ii) Modify any non-leaking air vent hose
by wrapping it with adhesive tape before
further flight.

(2) For any air vent hose with chafing
damage, replace the air vent hose at the next
500-hour TIS inspection.

(b) Inspect the length of each attachment
screw of the latch support on the RH and LH
sides and, if the length exceeds 12 mm,
replace the attachment screw in accordance
with the Accomplishment Instructions,
paragraph 2.B.3. of the Alert Telex.

(c) Install spacers for the air vent hose on
the RH side between the attachment screws
of the latch support and the air vent hose in
accordance with the Accomplishment
Instructions, paragraph 2.B.4. of the Alert
Telex.

(d) Remove one of the tyrap clamp
supports from the LH side that secures the air
vent hose to the 9° frame at the latch support
in accordance with the Accomplishment
Instructions, paragraph 2.B.5. of the Alert
Telex.

(e) Install latch supports on the RH and LH
sides, and the covering panels on the 9°
frame in accordance with the
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraph
2.B.6. of the Alert Telex.

(f) Inspect the doors for correct closing, and
if necessary, adjust the position of the
microswitches (if installed) and the latches in
accordance with the Accomplishment
Instructions, paragraph 2.B.6. of the Alert
Telex.

(g) To request a different method of
compliance or a different compliance time
for this AD, follow the procedures in 14 CFR
39.19. Send the proposal to the Manager,
Safety Management Group, FAA. Contact the
Safety Management Group for information
about previously approved alternative
methods of compliance.

Note: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Direction Generale De L’Aviation Civile
(France) AD 2003—-028(A), dated February 5,
2003.

Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on July 8,
2003.

Mark R. Schilling,

Acting Manager, Rotorcraft Directorate,
Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 03-17952 Filed 7-15-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39
[Docket No. 2001-NM—292—AD]
RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Empresa
Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A.
(EMBRAER) Model EMB-135 and
EMB-145 Series Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes the
supersedure of an existing airworthiness
directive (AD), applicable to certain
EMBRAER Model EMB-135 and EMB-
145 series airplanes, that currently
requires revising the airplane flight
manual and eventual disconnection of
the precooler differential pressure
switches. This action would expand the
applicability of the existing AD. This
action also would require a one-time
inspection of those additional airplanes
to ensure the disconnection and
insulation of the electrical connectors of
certain precooler differential pressure
switches located in the left and right
pylons; and disconnection and
insulation of the connectors, if
necessary. This action is necessary to
prevent incorrect operation of the
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precooler differential pressure switches,
which could result in inappropriate
automatic shutoff of the engine bleed
valve, and consequent inability to
restart a failed engine using cross-bleed
from the other engine or possible failure
of the anti-ice system. This action is also
necessary to ensure that the flightcrew
is advised of the procedures necessary
to restart an engine in flight using the
auxiliary power unit. This action is
intended to address the identified
unsafe condition.

DATES: Comments must be received by
August 15, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, ANM-114,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 2001-NM-—
292—AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington 98055—4056.
Comments may be inspected at this
location between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. Comments may be submitted
via fax to (425) 227-1232. Comments
may also be sent via the Internet using
the following address: 9-anm-
nprmcomment@faa.gov. Comments sent
via fax or the Internet must contain
“Docket No. 2001-NM-292—-AD” in the
subject line and need not be submitted
in triplicate. Comments sent via the
Internet as attached electronic files must
be formatted in Microsoft Word 97 for
Windows or ASCII text.

The service information referenced in
the proposed rule may be obtained from
Empresa Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A.
(EMBRAER), P.O. Box 343—CEP 12.225,
Sao Jose dos Campos—SP, Brazil. This
information may be examined at the
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Todd Thompson, Aerospace Engineer,
International Branch, ANM-116, FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601
Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington
98055—4056; telephone (425) 227-1175;
fax (425) 227-1149.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications shall
identify the Rules Docket number and
be submitted in triplicate to the address
specified above. All communications
received on or before the closing date
for comments, specified above, will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposals contained

in this action may be changed in light
of the comments received.

Submit comments using the following
format:

+ Organize comments issue-by-issue.
For example, discuss a request to
change the compliance time and a
request to change the service bulletin
reference as two separate issues.

 For each issue, state what specific
change to the proposed AD is being
requested.

* Include justification (e.g., reasons or
data) for each request.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this action
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: “Comments to
Docket Number 2001-NM—-292—-AD.”
The postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs

Any person may obtain a copy of this
NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
ANM-114, Attention: Rules Docket No.
2001-NM-292—-AD, 1601 Lind Avenue,
SW., Renton, Washington 98055—4056.

Discussion

On June 20, 2000, the FAA issued AD
2000-13-02, amendment 39-11801 (65
FR 39541, June 27, 2000), applicable to
certain EMBRAER Model EMB-135 and
EMB-145 series airplanes, to require
revising the airplane flight manual
(AFM) and eventual disconnection of
the precooler differential pressure
switches. That action was prompted by
a report indicating that activation of the
precooler differential pressure switches
may cause inappropriate automatic
shutoff of the engine bleed valve on
airplanes on which EMBRAER Service
Bulletin 145-36—-0017, dated March 28,
2000, or the production equivalent, has
been accomplished. The requirements of
that AD are intended to prevent
incorrect operation of the precooler
differential pressure switches, which
could result in inappropriate automatic
shutoff of the engine bleed valve, and
consequent inability to restart a failed
engine using cross-bleed from the other

engine or possible failure of the anti-ice
system. The requirements of that AD are
also intended to ensure that the
flightcrew is advised of the procedures
necessary to restart an engine in flight
using the auxiliary power unit (APU).

Actions Since Issuance of Previous Rule

Since the issuance of that AD, the
Departmento de Aviacao Civil (DAC),
which is the airworthiness authority for
Brazil, issued Brazilian airworthiness
directive 2000-04—01R2, dated May 28,
2001, in order to assure the continued
airworthiness of these airplanes in
Brazil. That Brazilian airworthiness
directive supersedes Brazilian
airworthiness directive 2000-04—01R1
to add airplanes to the applicability
section and to require an inspection of
the affected area for the additional
airplanes.

Explanation of Relevant Service
Information

EMBRAER has issued Alert Service
Bulletin 145-36—A018, Change 01,
dated October 20, 2000. The effectivity
section of the alert service bulletin
includes additional airplanes. The alert
service bulletin also describes
procedures for a one-time visual
inspection of those additional airplanes
to ensure the disconnection and
insulation of the electrical connectors of
certain precooler differential pressure
switches located in the left and right
pylons; and disconnection and
insulation of the connectors, if
necessary. The DAC classified this alert
service bulletin as mandatory.

FAA'’s Conclusions

These airplane models are
manufactured in Brazil and are type
certificated for operation in the United
States under the provisions of section
21.29 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (14 CFR 21.29) and the
applicable bilateral airworthiness
agreement. Pursuant to this bilateral
airworthiness agreement, the DAC has
kept the FAA informed of the situation
described above. The FAA has
examined the findings of the DAC,
reviewed all available information, and
determined that AD action is necessary
for products of this type design that are
certificated for operation in the United
States.

Explanation of Requirements of
Proposed Rule

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other airplanes of the same
type design registered in the United
States, the proposed AD would
supersede AD 2000-13-02 to continue
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to require revising the AFM and
eventual disconnection of the precooler
differential pressure switches. The
proposed AD would add airplanes to the
applicability. The proposed AD also
would require a one-time visual
inspection of those additional airplanes
to ensure the disconnection and
insulation of the electrical connectors of
certain precooler differential pressure
switches located in the left and right
pylons; and disconnection and
insulation of the connectors, if
necessary. Certain actions would be
required to be accomplished in
accordance with the alert service
bulletin described previously.

Differences Between the Proposed AD
and the Brazilian Airworthiness
Directive

Operators should note that, for certain
airplanes, this proposed AD would
require, within 24 hours after the
effective date of this proposed AD,
revising the Limitations and Abnormal
Procedures sections of the AFM as
described previously. The Brazilian
airworthiness directive does not require
revising the AFM and states that
dispatch with the APU inoperative is
prohibited immediately upon receipt of
their airworthiness directive 2000—04—
01R2, until the accomplishment of the
actions specified in EMBRAER Alert
Service Bulletin 145-36A018, Change
01. The Brazilian airworthiness
directive provides some guidance for
engine starting assisted by the APU but
does not provide the full details of this
restart procedure. The FAA finds that
the revision of the Limitations section
described previously is necessary to
mitigate the effects of incorrect
operation of the precooler differential
pressure switches until the switches are
disconnected. The FAA also finds that
replacement of the existing “Engine
Airstart” procedure in the Abnormal
Procedures section of the AFM is
necessary to ensure that the procedure
is clear and that the flightcrew is
properly advised of how to restart a
failed engine using the APU.

Changes to 14 CFR Part 39/Effect on the
Proposed AD

On July 10, 2002, the FAA issued a
new version of 14 CFR part 39 (67 FR
47997, July 22, 2002), which governs the
FAA’s airworthiness directives system.
The regulation now includes material
that relates to altered products, special
flight permits, and alternative methods
of compliance (AMOC). Because we
have now included this material in part
39, only the office authorized to approve
AMOC:s is identified in each individual
AD. Therefore, Note 1 and paragraph (e)

of AD 2000-13-02 are not included in
this proposed AD, and paragraph (d) of
that AD has been revised in this
proposed AD.

Cost Impact

There are approximately 365 Model
EMB-135 and EMB-145 series airplanes
of U.S. registry that would be affected
by this proposed AD.

The AFM revision that is currently
required by AD 2000-13-02 takes
approximately 1 work hour per airplane
to accomplish, at an average labor rate
of $60 per work hour. Based on these
figures, the cost impact of the currently
required AFM revision on U.S.
operators is estimated to be $60 per
airplane.

The disconnection of switches that is
currently required by AD 2000-13-02
takes approximately 1 work hour per
airplane to accomplish, at an average
labor rate of $60 per work hour. Based
on these figures, the cost impact of the
currently required disconnection of
switches on U.S. operators is estimated
to be $60 per airplane.

The new AFM revision that is
proposed in this AD would take
approximately 1 work hour per airplane
to accomplish, at an average labor rate
of $60 per work hour. Based on these
figures, the cost impact of the proposed
new AFM revision on U.S. operators is
estimated to be $21,900, or $60 per
airplane.

The inspection that is proposed in
this AD would take approximately 1
work hour per airplane to accomplish,
at an average labor rate of $60 per work
hour. Based on these figures, the cost
impact of the proposed inspection on
U.S. operators is estimated to be
$21,900, or $60 per airplane.

The disconnection of switches that is
proposed by this AD would take
approximately 2 work hours per
airplane to accomplish, at an average
labor rate of $60 per work hour. Based
on these figures, the cost impact of the
proposed modification on U.S. operators
is estimated to be $43,800, or $120 per
airplane.

The cost impact figures discussed
above are based on assumptions that no
operator has yet accomplished any of
the current or proposed requirements of
this AD action, and that no operator
would accomplish those actions in the
future if this AD were not adopted. The
cost impact figures discussed in AD
rulemaking actions represent only the
time necessary to perform the specific
actions actually required by the AD.
These figures typically do not include
incidental costs, such as the time
required to gain access and close up,

planning time, or time necessitated by
other administrative actions.

Regulatory Impact

The regulations proposed herein
would not have a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national Government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
it is determined that this proposal
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a “‘significant regulatory action”
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a “significant rule” under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
removing amendment 39-11801 (65 FR
39541, June 27, 2000), and by adding a
new airworthiness directive (AD), to
read as follows:

Empresa Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A.
(EMBRAER): Docket 2001-NM-292—-AD.
Supersedes AD 2000-13-02,
Amendment 39-11801.

Applicability: Model EMB—-135 and EMB—
145 series airplanes; as identified in
EMBRAER Alert Service Bulletin 145—-36—
A018, Change 01, dated October 20, 2000;
certificated in any category.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.
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To prevent incorrect operation of the
precooler differential pressure switches,
which could result in inappropriate
automatic shutoff of the engine bleed valve,
and consequent inability to perform engine
cross-bleed restarts or possible failure of the
anti-ice system; and to ensure that the
flightcrew is advised of proper procedures to
restart an engine in flight using the auxiliary
power unit; accomplish the following:

Restatement of Requirements of AD 2000-
13-02

Revision to Airplane Flight Manual (AFM):
Limitations Section

(a) For airplanes identified in AD 2000-13—
02, amendment 39-11801: Within 24 hours
after July 3, 2000 (the effective date of AD
2000-13—-02, amendment 39—11801), revise
the Limitations section of the AFM to include
the following statements (this may be
accomplished by inserting a copy of this AD
into the AFM; following accomplishment of
paragraph (c) of this AD, the revisions
required by this paragraph may be removed
from the AFM):

“THE APU MUST BE OPERATIVE FOR
EVERY DEPARTURE. SINGLE BLEED
OPERATION IN ICING CONDITIONS IS
PROHIBITED.”

Revision to AFM: Abnormal Procedures
Section

(b) For airplanes identified in AD 2000—
13—-02, amendment 39-11801: Within 24
hours after July 3, 2000, replace the existing
“ENGINE AIRSTART” procedure in the
Abnormal Procedures section of the AFM
with the following procedures (this may be
accomplished by inserting a copy of this AD
into the AFM):

“ENGINE AIRSTART
Affected engine:

One Electric Fuel ON
Pump (A or B).
Ignition ..o AUTO

Start/Stop Selector

Engine Bleed .............. CLOSE
Thrust Lever ............... IDLE
Airspeed and Altitude .. REFER TO AIRSTART
ENVELOPE
Perform an assisted start or windmilling, as re-

quired.

CAUTION: IN ICING CONDITIONS USE
CROSSBLEED START ONLY, TO AVOID LOSS
OF ANTI-ICE SYSTEM PERFORMANCE.

Assisted Start:

Crossbleed Start:

N2 (operating engine) ABOVE 80%
Crossbleed ... AUTO OR OPEN
Engine Bleed (oper- OPEN

ating engine.
Start/Stop Selector ..... START, THEN RUN
Engine Indication MONITOR
Check ITT and N2 rising. Observe limits. Check
ignition and fuel flow indication at 10% N2.
APU bleed start:

APU Bleed OPEN
Crossbleed ... AUTO

Engine Bleed (operating CLOSE
engine).

Start/Stop Selector ........
Engine Indication

START, THEN RUN
MONITOR

Check ITT and N2 rising. Observe limits. Check
ignition and fuel flow indication at 10% N2.
Windmilling Start:

Airspeed ......cocoeveeinnine ABOVE 260 KIAS

Minimum N2 ... 12%
Start/Stop Selector ..... START, THEN RUN
ITT and N2 ....ccovevnnee MONITOR

Note:—Windmilling start will be slower than an
assisted start.

—Windmilling start with N2 above 30% and in-
creasing, the loss of altitude may be minimized,
by reducing airspeed.

—Start will be faster if ITT is below 320 °C.

After Start:

Affected Engine Bleed AS REQUIRED
Crossbleed .. .. AUTO
APU Bleed ......cccovunn AS REQUIRED”

Disconnection of the Precooler Differential
Pressure Switches

(c) For airplanes identified in AD 2000-13-
02, amendment 39-11801: Within 100 flight
hours after July 3, 2000, disconnect the
electrical connector from the precooler
differential pressure switches in the left and
right engine pylons, in accordance with
EMBRAER Alert Service Bulletin 145-36—
A018, dated April 14, 2000; or Change 01,
dated October 20, 2000. Following
accomplishment of this paragraph, the AFM
revision required by paragraph (a) of this AD
may be removed from the AFM.

New Requirements of This AD

Revision to AFM: Limitations Section

(d) For airplanes having serial numbers
145245, 145250 through 145255 inclusive,
145258 through 145262 inclusive, 145264
through 145324 inclusive, 145326, and
145327: Within 24 hours after the effective
date of this AD, revise the Limitations section
of the AFM to include the following
statements (this may be accomplished by
inserting a copy of this AD into the AFM;
following accomplishment of paragraph (f) of
this AD, the revisions required by this
paragraph may be removed from the AFM):

“THE APU MUST BE OPERATIVE FOR
EVERY DEPARTURE. SINGLE BLEED
OPERATION IN ICING CONDITIONS IS
PROHIBITED.”

Revision to AFM: Abnormal Procedures
Section

(e) For airplanes having serial numbers
145245, 145250 through 145255 inclusive,
145258 through 145262 inclusive, 145264
through 145324 inclusive, 145326, and
145327: Within 24 hours after the effective
date of this AD, replace the existing
“ENGINE AIRSTART” procedure in the
Abnormal Procedures section of the AFM
with the following procedures (this may be
accomplished by inserting a copy of this AD
into the AFM):

“ENGINE AIRSTART
Affected engine:

One Electric Fuel ON
Pump (A or B).

Ignition ... AUTO

Start/Stop Selector STOP

Engine Bleed
Thrust Lever

REFER TO AIRSTART
ENVELOPE

Perform an assisted start or windmilling, as re-
quired.

CAUTION: IN ICING CONDITIONS USE
CROSSBLEED START ONLY, TO AVOID LOSS
OF ANTI-ICE SYSTEM PERFORMANCE.

Assisted Start:

Crossbleed Start:

N2 (operating engine)
Crossbleed ..................
Engine Bleed (oper-

ating engine).
Start/Stop Selector ..... START, THEN RUN
Engine Indication MONITOR

Check ITT and N2 rising. Observe limits. Check
ignition and fuel flow indication at 10% N2.

APU bleed start:

APU

APU Bleed .

Crossbleed

Engine Bleed (oper-
ating engine).

Start/Stop Selector ........ START, THEN RUN

Engine Indication .......... MONITOR

Check ITT and N2 rising. Observe limits. Check
ignition and fuel flow indication at 10% N2.

Windmilling Start:
Airspeed .....ccovieienins

Airspeed and Altitude ..

ABOVE 80%
AUTO OR OPEN
OPEN

CLOSE

ABOVE 260 KIAS

Minimum N2 ... e 12%
Start/Stop Selector ..... START, THEN RUN
ITT and N2 .......c.c.... MONITOR

Note:—Windmilling start will be slower than an
assisted start.

—Windmilling start with N2 above 30% and in-
creasing, the loss of altitude may be minimized,
by reducing airspeed.

—Start will be faster if ITT is below 320 °C.

After Start:

Affected Engine Bleed AS REQUIRED
Crossbleed .........c.c...... AUTO
APU Bleed ......cccceueune AS REQUIRED”

Inspection of Electrical Connectors and
Follow-on Actions

(f) For airplanes having serial numbers
145245, 145250 through 145255 inclusive,
145258 through 145262 inclusive, 145264
through 145324 inclusive, 145326, and
145327: Within 100 flight hours after the
effective date of this AD, perform a one-time
general visual inspection to ensure that
electrical connector P1904 located in the
right pylon is insulated and disconnected
from precooler differential pressure switch
S0354, and to ensure that electrical connector
P1904 or P2252 located in the left pylon is
insulated and disconnected from precooler
differential pressure switch S0355, per the
Accomplishment Instructions of EMBRAER
Alert Service Bulletin 145-36—A018, Change
01, dated October 20, 2000. Following
accomplishment of paragraph (f)(1), (£)(2), or
(f)(3) of this AD, as applicable, the AFM
revision required by paragraph (d) of this AD
may be removed from the AFM.

(1) If all connectors are disconnected and
insulated, no further action is required by
this paragraph.

(2) If any connector is connected to a
precooler differential pressure switch, prior
to further flight, disconnect and insulate the
connector per the Accomplishment
Instructions of the alert service bulletin.

(3) If any connector is disconnected from
a precooler differential pressure switch, but
is not insulated, prior to further flight,
insulate the connector per the
Accomplishment Instruction of the alert
service bulletin.
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Note 1: For the purposes of this AD, a
general visual inspection is defined as: “A
visual examination of an interior or exterior
area, installation, or assembly to detect
obvious damage, failure, or irregularity. This
level of inspection is made from within
touching distance unless otherwise specified.
A mirror may be necessary to enhance visual
access to all exposed surfaces in the
inspection area. This level of inspection is
made under normally available lighting
conditions such as daylight, hangar lighting,
flashlight, or droplight and may require
removal or opening of access panels or doors.
Stands, ladders, or platforms may be required
to gain proximity to the area being checked.”

(g) Actions accomplished before the
effective date of this AD, per the
Accomplishment Instructions of EMBRAER
Alert Service Bulletin 145-36-A018, dated
April 14, 2000; or EMBRAER Service Bulletin
145-36—-0018, dated November 5, 2002; are
considered acceptable for compliance with
the actions specified in paragraph (f) of this
AD.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(h) In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, the
Manager, International Branch, ANM-116,
FAA, is authorized to approve alternative
methods of compliance for this AD.

Note 2: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Brazilian airworthiness directive 2000-04—
01R2, dated May 28, 2001.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on July 10,
2003.
Ali Bahrami,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 03-17951 Filed 7-15-03; 8:45 am]
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Airworthiness Directives; Eurocopter
France Model AS355E, F, F1, F2, and
N Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation

Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes
superseding an existing airworthiness
directive (AD) for the specified
Eurocopter France (ECF) model
helicopters. That AD currently requires
certain checks of the magnetic chip
detector plug (chip detector) and the
main gearbox (MGB) oil-sight glass;
certain inspections of the lubrication
pump (pump), if necessary; replacing
the MGB and the pump with an

airworthy MGB and pump, if necessary;
and a different MGB or pump with any
time-in-service (TIS) must meet the AD
requirements before being installed.
This document proposes the same
requirements but also proposes to
correct the wording in the existing AD
to state that the check of the chip
detector is for sludge rather than metal
particles. This proposal is prompted by
the need to correct the wording to
require that the check of the chip
detector is for sludge rather than metal
particles because the term “metal
particles” is misleading. The actions
specified by this AD are intended to
detect sludge on the chip detector, to
prevent failure of the MGB pump,
seizure of the MGB, loss of drive to an
engine and main rotor, and subsequent
loss of control of the helicopter.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before September 15, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Office of the
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 2003—SW-
10-AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room
663, Fort Worth, Texas 76137. You may
also send comments electronically to
the Rules Docket at the following
address: 9-asw-adcomments@faa.gov.
Comments may be inspected at the
Office of the Regional Counsel between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ed
Cuevas, Aviation Safety Engineer, FAA,
Rotorcraft Directorate, Safety
Management Group, Fort Worth, Texas
76193-0111, telephone (817) 222-5355,
fax (817) 222-5961.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications
should identify the Rules Docket
number and be submitted in triplicate to
the address specified above. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposals contained
in this document may be changed in
light of the comments received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report

summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their mailed
comments submitted in response to this
proposal must submit a self-addressed,
stamped postcard on which the
following statement is made:
“Comments to Docket No. 2003—SW-—
10—-AD.” The postcard will be date
stamped and returned to the
commenter.

Discussion

On October 17, 2002, the FAA issued
Emergency AD 2002-21-51. That
Emergency AD was published in the
Federal Register as a final rule; request
for comments on December 18, 2002 (67
FR 77401). That AD requires checking
the chip detector for metal particles and
the MGB oil-sight glass for dark oil;
taking an oil sample if dark oil is
observed; further inspection of the
pump, if necessary; and replacing the
MGB and the pump with an airworthy
MGB and pump, if necessary. Also, that
AD requires that a different MGB or
pump with any TIS must meet the
requirements of the AD before being
installed. That AD was prompted by
four reports of malfunction of the MGB
pump. The bearings of the driven pinion
inside the pump can deteriorate
resulting in pump failure and loss of oil
pressure in the MGB. The requirements
of that AD are intended to prevent
seizure of the MGB, loss of drive to an
engine and main rotor, and subsequent
loss of control of the helicopter.

Since issuing that AD, the FAA has
learned that the meaning of the source
information in the DGAC AD was
inadvertently changed. The check of the
chip detector should be for “sludge”
rather than “metal particles” as required
in the existing AD. The presence of
metal particles on the chip detector is
already addressed in the maintenance
manuals. Operators should continue to
follow the maintenance manual
instructions when metal particles are
present on the chip detector. Therefore,
the proposed AD would supersede AD
2002-21-51 to replace the words “metal
particles” with the word “‘sludge” and
to define “sludge.” The term “sludge” is
used to describe a deposit on the chip
detector. This deposit may have both
metallic and nonmetallic properties. It
is typically dark in color and in the form
of a film or paste, as compared to metal
chips or particles normally found on the
chip detector.

An owner/operator (pilot) may
perform the visual checks for sludge on
the chip detector and for dark oil in the
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