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(2) Spinnaker Exploration Company,
LLC., 1200 Smith Street, Suite 800,
Houston, TX 77002, on May 22, 2003;

(3) J.M. Huber Corporation, 11451
Katy Freeway, Suite 400, Houston, TX
77079 on May 22, 2003;

(4) Torch Energy Services, Inc., 1221
Lamar, Suite 1600, Houston, TX 77010—
3039, on June 13, 2003.

Dated: June 20, 2003.
Laurie K. Allen,

Acting Office Director, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—16218 Filed 6—-25—-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 061703B]

Marine Mammals; Photography Permit
Application No. 997-1704

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Bob McLaughlin, P.O. Box 496, 339
Glenwood, Eastsound, Washington
98245, has applied in due form for a
permit to take several species of non-
listed marine mammals for purposes of
commercial/educational photography.
DATES: Written or telefaxed comments
must be received on or before July 28,
2003.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713-0376; and

Northwest Region, NMFS, 7600 Sand
Point Way NE, BIN C15700, Bldg. 1,
Seattle, WA 98115-0700; phone
(206)526-6150; fax (206)526—6426; and,

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802—-1668; phone
(907)586-7221; fax (907)586-7249.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jennifer Jefferies or Ruth Johnson,
(301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of section 104(c)(6) of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
Regulations Governing the Taking and
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR

part 216). Section 104(c)(6) provides for
photography for educational or
commercial purposes involving non-
endangered and non-threatened marine
mammals in the wild. NMFS is
currently working on proposed
regulations to implement this provision.
However, in the meantime, NMFS has
received and is processing this request
as a “‘pilot” application for Level B
Harassment of non-listed and non-
depleted marine mammals for
photographic purposes.

The purpose of the proposed project
is to film several species of non-listed
marine mammals for an ongoing project
that is tentatively titled “Death of an
Ecosystem?”. While this project has
been ongoing for several years, Mr.
McLaughlin desires to film from a closer
vantage point, i.e. within 100 yards of
an individual animal. The closeness of
filming would be considered Level B
harrassment and therefore would
require a permit under the MMPA. The
photographers intend to attempt to
document marine mammal movement
and aggregation under varying
conditions including the presence of
boat traffic. This will be done using a
fusion of passive acoustic recording
equipment with different filming
equipment, including still and video, as
well as different filming platforms,
including elevated filming platforms.
The action area would include waters
off the coasts of California, Oregon,
Washington and Alaska. The resulting
film footage will be dispensed in part
for print and broadcast media, to
researchers as well as for educational
purposes. The Permit would expire 2
years after the date of issuance.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on this application
should be mailed to the Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
F/PR1, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular request would
be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile to (301) 713-0376, provided
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy
submitted by mail and postmarked no
later than the closing date of the
comment period. Please note that

comments will not be accepted by e-
mail or by other electronic media.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMFS is forwarding copies of this
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: June 23, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,

Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03-16219 Filed 6—-25—-03; 8:45 am]|

BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 032503B]

Endangered Species; File No.1429

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Southeast Fisheries Science Center
(SEFSC), National Marine Fisheries
Service, 75 Virginia Beach Drive,
Miami, FL 33149, has been issued a
permit to take loggerhead (Caretta
caretta), leatherback (Dermochelys
coriacea), green (Chelonia mydas),
Kemp’s ridley (Lepidochelys kempii),
hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), and
olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea) sea
turtles for purposes of scientific
research.

ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices:

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713—-0376;

Southeast Region, NMFS, 9721
Executive Center Drive North, St.
Petersburg, FL 33702—2432; phone
(727)570-5301; fax (727)570-5320; and

Northeast Region, NMFS, One
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA
01930-2298; phone (978)281-9328; fax
(978)281-9371.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patrick Opay (301) 713—-1401, or Carrie
Hubard (301) 713—2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On April
1, 2003, notice was published in the
Federal Register (68 FR 15707) that a
request for a scientific research permit
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to take loggerhead, leatherback, green,
hawksbill, olive ridley, and Kemp’s
ridley sea turtles had been submitted by
the above-named organization. The
requested permit has been issued under
the authority of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking, importing, and
exporting of endangered and threatened
species (50 CFR parts 222—-226).

The permit will allow the SEFSC to
conduct sea turtle bycatch reduction
research in the pelagic longline fishery
of the western north Atlantic Ocean.
The purpose of the research is to
develop and test methods to reduce
bycatch that occurs incidental to
commercial, pelagic longline fishing.
The goal is to develop a means to reduce
turtle take and retain viable fishing
performance that may be adopted by the
U.S. pelagic longline fleet as an
alternative to more restrictive sea turtle
protection measures, such as closures.
The technologies developed through
this research are expected to be
transferrable to other nations’ fleets as
well, so this work will address the larger
problem of sea turtle bycatch by pelagic
longlines throughout the entire Atlantic
Ocean and in other regions where sea
turtle bycatch is a concern. The research
will also attempt to determine the
feasibility of using pop-up satellite tags
to study the post-hooking survival of
turtles impacted by the fishery. The
permit expires on December 31, 2003.

Issuance of this permit, as required by
the ESA, was based on a finding that
such permit (1) was applied for in good
faith, (2) will not operate to the
disadvantage of the endangered species
which is the subject of this permit, and
(3) is consistent with the purposes and
policies set forth in section 2 of the
ESA.

Dated: June 20, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03-16217 Filed 6—25-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

ACTION: Notice.

The Department of Defense has
submitted to OMB for clearance, the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the

Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by July 28, 2003.

Title and OMB Number: Defense
Federal Acquisition Regulation
Supplement (DFARS) Part 228, Bonds
and Insurance, and Related Clauses at
252.228; OMB Number 0704—0216.

Type of Request: Extension.

Number of Respondents: 49.

Responses Per Respondent: 1.

Annual Responses: 49.

Average Burden Per Response: 17.5
hours.

Annual Burden Hours: 859.

Needs and Uses: DoD uses the
information obtained through this
collection to determine the allowability
of a contractor’s costs of providing war-
hazard benefits to its employees; to
determine the need for an investigation
regarding an accident that occurs in
connection with a contract; and to
determine whether a contractor
performing a service or construction
contract in Spain has adequate
insurance coverage.

Affected Public: Business or Other
For-Profit.

Frequency: On Occasion.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
Obtain or Retain Benefits.

OMB Desk Officer: Ms. Jackie Zeiher.
Written comments and
recommendations on the proposed
information collection should be sent to
Ms. Zeiher at the Office of Management
and Budget, Desk Officer for DoD, Room
10236, New Executive Office Building,
Washington, DC 20503.

DOD Clearance Officer: Mr. Robert
Cushing. Written requests for copies of
the information collection proposal
should be sent to Mr. Cushing, WHS/
DIOR, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Suite 1204, Arlington, VA 22202-4302.

Dated: June 18, 2003.

Patricia L. Toppings,

Alternate OSD Federal Register, Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 03—-16122 Filed 6—25-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-08-M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

ACTION: Notice.

The Department of Defense has
submitted to OMB for clearance, the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35).

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by July 28, 2003.

Title and OMB Number: Contractor
Manpower Reporting Pilot Study; OMB
Number 0702—(To Be Determined)

Type of Request: New Collection.

Number of Respondents: 31,870.

Responses Per Respondent: 30
(average).

Annual Responses: 969,216.

Average Burden Per Response: 5
minutes (average).

Annual Burden Hours: 80,445.

Needs and Uses: Section 345 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2002 (Pub. L. 107-194)
requires that the Secretary of the Army
to submit to Congress a report
describing the use, during the previous
fiscal year, of non-Federal entities
providing services to the Department of
the Army. The pilot program will
greatly enhance the ability of the Army
to identify and track its contractor
workforce. Modern systems do not have
contractor manpower data that is
collected by the Contractor Manpower
Reporting System, ie., estimated direct
labor hours, estimated direct labor
dollars, and organization supported.
Existing financial and procurement
systems have obligation amounts of an
unknown mix, and the Department of
the Army is not able to trace the funding
of the organization supported. The pilot
study will use a streamlined, user-
friendly, and secure website to obtain
contractor work force information.

Affected Public: Business or Other
For-Profit.

Frequency: Annually.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
Obtain or Retain benefits.

OMB Desk Officer: Ms. Jackie Zeiher.

Written comments and
recommendations on the proposed
information collection should be sent to
Ms. Zeiher at the Office of Management
and Budget, Desk Officer for DoD, Room
10236, New Executive Office Building,
Washington, DC 20503.

DOD Clearance Officer: Mr. Robert
Cushing.

Written requests for copies of the
information collection proposal should
be sent to Mr. Cushing, WHS/DIOR,
1215, Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite
1204, Arlington, VA 22202-4302.

Dated: June 18, 2003.

Patricia L. Toppings,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 03-16123 Filed 6—25-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-08-M
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