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features over 80 additional miles of 
public trails, several of which are linked 
to the NRA network. Public lands and 
trails in the NRA are managed by 
federal, state and local agencies with 
varying management policies. 
Additionally, much of the trail network 
consists of utility and old ranch roads 
that were inherited with the land and 
are not necessarily constructed to public 
trail management standards. After 
almost 25 years of continuous land 
acquisition, the public trail network has 
grown significantly, and several trails 
now cross-parkland jurisdictional 
boundaries. There is the need to 
formulate an interagency regional trail 
plan to compile trail management 
policies to facilitate a seamless 
recreational experience for trail users 
and to prepare a vision for the final trail 
network and future development of 
trail-related facilities, ranging from trail 
network signs to backcountry trail 
camps. 

Alternatives: In cooperating to prepare 
a regional trails plan, the NPS, CDPR 
and SMMC will jointly identify and 
analyze several alternative trail network 
designs, consistent with agency policies. 
At this time, it is anticipated that 
alternatives to be compared and 
analyzed will include ‘‘No Action’’ 
(maintaining existing conditions and 
management), a ‘‘Preferred’’ alternative, 
and several other options for contrasting 
recreational use patterns. The TMP EIS/
EIR will evaluate the potential 
environmental impacts of the 
alternatives, and identify suitable 
mitigation strategies. An 
‘‘environmentally preferred’’ alternative 
will be identified, and any potential 
impairments to national park values 
will also be disclosed. The alternatives 
will be based on input from the 
community, an environmental 
constraints analysis using current 
environmental condition information, 
trail network maintenance costs, and 
several visitor recreational use surveys 
conducted in the national recreation 
area. 

Issues: The draft TMP EIS/EIR will 
address environmental and social 
impacts associated with the national 
recreation area’s trail network. 
Environmental issues will include, but 
not be limited to, trail and/or trailhead 
adjacency to sensitive plant and animal 
species’ habitats; adjacency to cultural 
and archaeological resource sites; trail 
erosion and impacts on water resources; 
soils and geology impacts from trail 
presence and new trail construction; 
back country camp impacts including 
fire hazard potential. Social impacts 
will include, but not be limited to, 
allowable uses and user conflicts on 

trails; trail network public access; trail 
network compliance with Americans 
with Disabilities Act requirements; 
proposed trail and trailhead 
construction; trail network management 
and operation guidelines; and trail 
network signs.

Public Involvement: The NPS will 
conduct a conservation planning and 
environmental impact analysis for the 
proposed interagency regional TMP. 
Written comments that identify 
concerns and issues, provide essential 
environmental information, and suggest 
reasonable design alternatives are 
desired in initiating the TMP EIS/EIR 
process. All respondents will later have 
an opportunity to review the draft TMP 
EIS/EIR and submit additional 
comments. 

Public scoping for a interagency trail 
plan began with the Santa Monica 
Mountains Area Recreational Trails 
(SMMART) project that culminated in 
the 1997 SMMART Report. The 
SMMART Report is available for review 
at http://www.nps.gov/samo/trails. The 
SMMART Report contains the public’s 
recommendations regarding missing 
links in the trail network, back country 
camps along the regional Backbone 
Trail, trail network sign guidelines, 
multiple use trail guidelines, and trail 
system design. The report also 
identified priority coordination issues, 
including interagency cooperation, 
volunteer commitment, and multi-
agency trail crew and equipment 
sharing. In addition, all information on 
trail-related issues previously received 
during public comment regarding the 
Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area General Management 
Plan/EIS will also be considered in 
preparing the draft TMP EIS/EIR. 

Any new issues or concerns, or 
information relevant to TMP process, 
are requested at this time. All such 
written comments must be postmarked 
or transmitted not later than 45 days 
following the publication of this Notice 
in the Federal Register. As soon as this 
date has been determined, it will be 
posted on the project Web site and 
included in direct mailings. Comments 
should be addressed to the 
Superintendent, Santa Monica 
Mountains National Recreation Area, 
Attn: Interagency Regional Trail 
Management Plan, 401 W. Hillcrest 
Drive, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360. 
Comments may be faxed to (805) 370–
1850, or e-mailed to 
SMMNRATrails@nps.gov. 

If individuals submitting comments 
request that their name or/and address 
be withheld from public disclosure, it 
will be honored to the extent allowable 
by law. Such requests must be stated 

prominently in the beginning of the 
comments. There also may be 
circumstances wherein the NPS will 
withhold a respondent’s identity as 
allowable by law. As always: NPS will 
make available to public inspection all 
submissions from organizations or 
businesses and from persons identifying 
themselves as representatives or 
officials of organizations and 
businesses; and, anonymous comments 
may not be considered. 

Future Information: Updated 
information about this conservation 
planning and environmental impact 
analysis process will be distributed via 
mailings, regional and local news 
media, and the park’s webpage (http://
www.nps.gov/samo/trails). Responses to 
this Notice will be used to update the 
mailing list of people interested in 
receiving future information as the 
environmental documents are 
developed. Please notify the National 
Park Service by mail, e-mail, or fax at 
the appropriate number to request 
placement on the mailing list. For all 
types of requests please be sure to 
include your mailing address. 

Decision Process: Availability of the 
draft TMP EIS/EIR for review and 
written comment will be officially 
announced by Notice of Availability in 
the Federal Register, as well as through 
local and regional news media, the 
above listed Web site, and direct 
mailing. At this time the draft TMP EIS/
EIR is anticipated to be distributed in 
fall, 2003. After due consideration of all 
comments on the draft TMP EIS/EIR, a 
final TMP EIS/EIR would be prepared 
which at this time is anticipated could 
be completed by July, 2004. As a 
delegated EIS, the official responsible 
for the final decision is the Regional 
Director, Pacific West Region; 
subsequently the official responsible for 
implementation would be the 
Superintendent, Santa Monica 
Mountains National Recreation Area.

Dated: December 2, 2002. 
Holly Bundock, 
Acting Regional Director, Pacific West Region.
[FR Doc. 03–1003 Filed 1–15–03; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service 

Boston Harbor Islands Advisory 
Council; Notice of Meeting 

Notice is hereby given in accordance 
with the Federal Advisory Committee 
Act (Pub. L. 92–463) that the Boston 
Harbor Islands Advisory Council will 
hold its annual meeting on Wednesday, 
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March 4, 2003. The meeting will 
convene at 6 p.m. at the Children’s 
Museum, 300 Congress Street, 5th Floor, 
Boston, MA. 

The Advisory Council was appointed 
by the Director of National Park Service 
pursuant to Public Law 104–333. The 28 
members represent business, 
educational/cultural, community and 
environmental entities; municipalities 
surrounding Boston Harbor; Boston 
Harbor advocates; and Native American 
interests. The purpose of the Council is 
to advise and make recommendations to 
the Boston Harbor Islands Partnership 
with respect to the development and 
implementation of a management plan 
and the operations of the Boston Harbor 
Islands national park area. 

The Agenda for this meeting is as 
follows: 
1. Call to Order, Introductions of 

Advisory Council members present 
2. Review and Approval of Minutes 

from past meetings 
3. Guest Speaker 
4. Update on Outreach Program 
5. Nomination for Advisory Council 

Seats 
6. Election of Officers 
7. Public Comment 
8. Next Meeting 
9. Adjourn

The meeting is open to the public. 
Further information concerning Council 
meetings may be obtained from the 
Superintendent, Boston Harbor Islands. 
Interested persons may make oral/
written presentations to the Council or 
file written statements. Such requests 
should be made at least seven days prior 
to the meeting to: Superintendent, 
Boston Harbor Islands NRA, 408 
Atlantic Avenue, Boston, MA, 02110, 
telephone (617) 223–8667.

Dated: November 4, 2002. 
George E. Price, Jr., 
Superintendent, Boston Harbor Islands NRA.
[FR Doc. 03–1000 Filed 1–15–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–70–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service 

Cape Cod National Seashore, South 
Wellfleet, MA; Cape Cod National 
Seashore Advisory Commission Two 
Hundred Fortieth Meeting; Notice of 
Meeting 

Notice is hereby given in accordance 
with the Federal Advisory Committee 
Act (Pub. L. 92–463, 86 Stat. 770, 5 
U.S.C. App 1, section 10), that a meeting 
of the Cape Cod National Seashore 
Advisory Commission will be held on 
Friday, January 24, 2003. 

The Commission was reestablished 
pursuant to Pub. L. 87–126 as amended 
by Pub. L. 105–280. The purpose of the 
Commission is to consult with the 
Secretary of the Interior, or his designee, 
with respect to matters relating to the 
development of Cape Cod National 
Seashore, and with respect to carrying 
out the provisions of sections 4 and 5 
of the Act establishing the Seashore. 

The Commission members will meet 
at 1 p.m. at Headquarters, Marconi 
Station, Wellfleet, Massachusetts for the 
regular business meeting to discuss the 
following:
1. Adoption of Agenda 
2. Approval of minutes of previous 

meeting (November 22, 2002) 
3. Reports of Officers 
4. Reports of Subcommittees 

Dune Shack Subcommittee 
Nickerson Fellowship Subcommittee 

5. Superintendent’s Report 
Marconi Event 
Salt Pond Visitor Center 
News from Washington 

6. Old Business 
Invasive Species 

7. New Business 
Water Supply Issues 

8. Date and agenda for next meeting 
9. Public comment and 
10. Adjournment

The meeting is open to the public. It 
is expected that 15 persons will be able 
to attend the meeting in addition to 
Commission members. 

Due to a delay in this notice being 
delivered to National Park Service staff 
during the holiday season, the notice 
could not be published at least 15 days 
prior to the meeting dates. The National 
Park Service regrets this error, but is 
compelled to hold the meeting as 
scheduled because of the significant 
sacrifice re-scheduling would require of 
committee members who have adjusted 
their schedules to accommodate the 
proposed meeting dates, and the high 
level of anticipation by all parties who 
will be affected by the outcome of the 
committee’s actions. Since the proposed 
meeting dates have received widespread 
publicity in area news media and among 
the parties most affected, the National 
Park Service believes that the public 
interest will not be adversely affected by 
the less-than-15 days advance notice in 
the Federal Register. 

Interested persons may make oral/
written presentations to the Commission 
during the business meeting or file 
written statements. Such requests 
should be made to the park 
superintendent at least seven days prior 
to the meeting. Further information 
concerning the meeting may be obtained 
from the Superintendent, Cape Cod 

National Seashore, 99 Marconi Site 
Road, Wellfleet, MA 02667.

Dated: January 8, 2003. 
A. Durand Jones, 
Deputy Director, National Park Service.
[FR Doc. 03–994 Filed 1–15–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–70–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service 

Chalmette Battlefield Task Force 
Committee Meeting

AGENCY: National Park Service, Jean 
Lafitte National Historical Park and 
Preserve, Interior.
ACTION: Notice of task force meeting.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. App.1, Section 
10(a)(2), that a meeting of the Chalmette 
Battlefield Task Force Committee will 
be held at 4 p.m. at the following 
location and date:
DATES: Wednesday, January 29, 2003.
ADDRESSES: The Council Chambers 
Meeting Room at the St. Bernard Parish 
Government Complex, 8245 W. Judge 
Perez Drive in Chalmette, LA 70042.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Geraldine Smith, Superintendent, Jean 
Lafitte National Historical Park and 
Preserve, 419 Decatur Street, New 
Orleans, LA 70130, (504) 589–3882, 
extension 137 or 108.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of the Chalmette Battlefield 
Task Force Committee is to advise the 
Secretary of the Interior on suggested 
improvements at the Chalmette 
Battlefield site within Jean Lafitte 
National Historical Park and Preserve. 
The members of the Task Force are as 
follows: Ms. Elizabeth McDougall, 
chairperson, Ms. Faith Moran, Mr. 
Anthony A. Fernandez, Jr., Mr. Drew 
Heaphy, Mr. Alvin W. Guillot, Mrs. 
George W. Davis, Mr. Eric Cager, Mr. 
Paul V. Perez, Captain Bonnie Pepper 
Cook, Mr. Michael L. Fraering, Colonel 
John F. Pugh, Jr., and Geraldine Smith. 

The matters to be discussed at this 
meeting include the purpose of the 
committee, background and history of 
the area, appointment of a vice-
chairperson and scheduling future 
meetings. This meeting will be open to 
the public, however, facilities and space 
for accommodating members of the 
public are limited. Any member of the 
public may file with the committee a 
written statement concerning the 
matters to be discussed. Written 
statements may also be submitted to the 
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