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statement from the contact officer
indicated for this mission below.

Business Development Mission to
Romania and Bulgaria

Bucharest and Sofia

Deputy Secretary of Commerce,
Samuel Bodman, with Assistant
Secretary and Director General of the
U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service,
Maria Cino, and Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Market Access and
Compliance, William Lash, will lead a
senior-level business development
mission to help U.S. companies explore
business opportunities in Romania and
Bulgaria. The delegation will include
10-15 U.S.-based senior executives of
small, medium and large U.S. firms
representing, but not limited to, the
following sectors: automotive parts,
building products, information
technology, telecommunications,
defense industry, energy, medical
products, environmental technologies,
and tourism infrastructure.

Recruitment closes on May 9, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Matthew Wright, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue,
NW., Room 2012, Washington, DC
20230, telephone 202-482-2567, fax
202—482-0178, or e-mail
Matthew.Wright@mail.doc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Goals for the Mission

The mission will further both U.S.
commercial policy objectives and
advance specific business interests. It is
intended to: assist individual U.S.
companies to pursue business
opportunities by introducing them to
government decision-making officials
and to potential business partners; assist
new-to-market firms to evaluate the
market potential for their products and
gain an understanding of how to operate
successfully in Romania and Bulgaria;
enhance the dialogue between
government and industry on issues
affecting the development of
commercial relations; promote U.S. and
Romanian and Bulgarian trade and
investment and, as a result, contribute
to the political and economic stability of
important American allies; and assist
U.S. companies to take advantage of
opportunities arising from NATO
accession.

Scenario for the Mission

American Embassy officials will
provide a detailed briefing on the
economic, commercial and political
climate, and participants will receive
individual counseling on their specific
interests from the in-country U.S.

Commercial Service industry
specialists. Meetings will be arranged as
appropriate with senior government
officials and potential business partners.
Networking events also will be
organized to provide opportunities to
meet Romanian and Bulgarian business
and government representatives, as well
as U.S. business people living and
working in Romania and Bulgaria. The
tentative trip itinerary is as follows: July
14, arrive Bucharest; July 15—-16, one-on-
one business meetings in Bucharest and
evening travel to Sofia; July 17-18, one-
on-one business meetings in Sofia. The
precise schedule will depend in part on
the availability of local government and
business officials and the specific goals
of the mission participants.

Recruitment and selection of private
sector participants for this mission will
be conducted according to the
Statement of Policy Governing
Department of Commerce Overseas
Trade Missions dated March 3, 1997.

Dated: April 11, 2003.
Carlos Poza,

Deputy Director General, U.S. & Foreign
Commercial Service.

[FR Doc. 03-9421 Filed 4—16-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-FP-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 041403A]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Southwest Region
Permit Family of Forms

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before June 16, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Alvin Katekaru, 808—-973—
2935, ext. 2072937, or at
Alvin.Katekaru@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

Permits are required for persons to
participate in Federally-managed
fisheries in the western Pacific region
and off the West Coast. There are three
types of permits: basic fishery permits
(e.g., western Pacific general longline
fishing and receiving permits, precious
coral permits, and troll or handline
permits for pelagic management unit
species in waters around the U.S.
Pacific remote island areas); limited
entry permits for selected fisheries (e.g.,
Hawaii longline fishery, Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands (NWHI) bottomfish
fishery, West Coast coastal pelagic
fishery); and experimental fishing
permits (EFPs). Appeals and certain
waivers requests can also be submitted.
Some fisheries require an application to
transfer a permit.

The permit application forms provide
basic information about permit holders
and the vessels and gear being used.
This information is important for
understanding the nature of the fisheries
and provides a link to participants. It
also aids enforcement of regulations.

II. Method of Collection

Paper forms are required for most
permit applications. Experimental
fishing permits, waivers, and appeals
are submitted in paper format, but forms
are not used.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0204.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations, individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
369.

Estimated Time Per Response: 30
minutes for a permit application or
permit transfer (unless otherwise noted
below); 1 hour for additional permit
information (when requested) for the
coastal pelagic fishery of the Pacific
coast; 1 hour for a limited entry permit
application for bottomfish in the NWHI
Ho’omalu Zone; 2 hours for a permit
appeal; 2 hours for an application for an
exemption or experimental fishing
permit; and 1 hour for a waiver for
NWHI Ho’omalu Zone or Mau Zone
bottomfish permit renewal
requirements.
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Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 248.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $185.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: April 10, 2003.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 03—9487 Filed 4-16—03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 041403B]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Commerce has submitted
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for clearance the following
proposal for collection of information
under the provisions of the Paperwork
Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

Title: Limits on Application of Take
Prohibitions.

Form Number(s): None.

OMB Approval Number: 0648—0399.

Type of Request: Regular submission.

Burden Hours: 4,235.

Number of Respondents: 318.

Average Hours Per Response: 20
hours for a road maintenance
agreement; 5 hours for a diversion
screening limit project; 30 hours for an
urban development package; 15 hours
for a tribal plan or joint state/tribal plan;

10 hours for a fishery harvest or
hatchery plan; 5 hours for a report of
aided, salvaged, or disposed of
salmonids; 2 hours for a research
permit; 5 hours for an artificial
propagation plan; and 5 hours for an
annual report.

Needs and Uses: Section 4(d) of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA;
16 U.S.C. 1531 et. seq.) requires the
National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) to adopt such regulations as it
“deems necessary and advisable to
provide for the conservation of”
threatened species. Those regulations
may include any or all of the
prohibitions provided in section 9(a)(1)
of the ESA, which specifically prohibits
“take” of any endangered species
(“take” includes actions that harass,
harm, pursue, kill, or capture). The first
salmonid species listed by NMFS as
threatened were protected by virtually
blanket application of the section 9 take
prohibitions. There are now 20 separate
Evolutionarily Significant Units (ESUs)
of west coast salmonids listed as
threatened, covering a large percentage
of the land base in California, Oregon,
Washington and Idaho. NMFS is
obligated to enact necessary and
advisable protective regulations.

NMFS makes section 9 prohibitions
generally applicable to many of those
threatened ESUs, but also seeks to
respond to requests from states and
others to both provide more guidance on
how to protect threatened salmonids
and avoid take, and to limit the
application of take prohibitions
wherever warranted. The regulations
describe programs or circumstances that
contribute to the conservation of, or are
being conducted in a way that
adequately limits impacts on, listed
salmonids. The regulations do not apply
the take prohibitions to those programs
and circumstances. Certain of these
limits on the take prohibitions entail
submission of a plan to NMFS and/or
annual or occasional reports by entities
wishing to take advantage of these
limits, or continue within them.

Affected Public: State, Local, or Tribal
Government; business or other for-profit
organizations, and farms.

Frequency: On occasion, annually.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

OMB Desk Officer: David Rostker,
(202) 395-3897.

Copies of the above information
collection proposal can be obtained by
calling or writing Diana Hynek,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance
Officer, (202) 482—0266, Department of
Commerce, Room 6625, 14th and
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
dHynek@doc.gov).

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to David Rostker, OMB Desk
Officer, Room 10202, New Executive
Office Building, Washington, DC 20503.

Dated: April 10, 2003.

Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 03—9488 Filed 4-16—03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 041403C]

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Southwest Region
Logbook Family of Forms.

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before June 16, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6625,
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument and instructions should be
directed to Alvin Katekaru, 808—973—
2935, ext. 2072937, or at
Alvin.Katekaru@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

Participants in Federally-managed
fisheries in the western Pacific are
required to provide certain information
about their fishing activities. These can
include logbooks, notifications, and
other requirements, as well as use of a
Vvessel monitoring system (VMS). The
information is needed for the
management of the fisheries.
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