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Pennsylvania: Robin E. Heard, Suite
340, 1 Credit Union Place, Harrisburg,
PA 17110-2993; phone: (717) 237-2202;
fax: (717) 237-2238;
robin.heard@pa.usda.gov.

Puerto Rico: Juan A. Martinez,
Director, Caribbean Area, IBM Building,
Suite 604, 654 Munoz Rivera Avenue,
Hato Rey, PR 00918-4123; phone: (787)
766-5206; fax: (787) 766—5987;
juan.martinez@pr.usda.gov.

Rhode Island: Judith Doerner, Suite
46, 60 Quaker Lane, Warwick, RI
02886—0111; phone: (401) 828-1300;
fax: (401) 828—-0433;
judith.doerner@ri.usda.gov.

South Carolina: Walter W. Douglas,
Strom Thurmond Federal Building,
Room 950, 1835 Assembly Street,
Columbia, SC 29201-2489; phone: (803)
253-3935; fax: (803) 253-3670;
walt.douglas@sc.usda.gov.

South Dakota: Janet L. Oertly, Federal
Building, Room 203, 200 Fourth Street,
SW., Huron, SD 57350-2475; phone:
(605) 352—1200; fax: (605) 352—1288;
janet.oertly@sd.nres.usda.gov.

Tennessee: James W. Ford, 675 U.S.
Courthouse, 801 Broadway, Nashville,
TN 37203-3878; phone: (615) 277-2531;
fax: (615) 277—-2578;
jford@tn.nrcs.usda.gov.

Texas: Lawrence Butler, W.R. Poage
Building, 10l South Main Street,
Temple, TX 76501-7682; phone: (254)
742-9800; fax: (254) 742—-9819;
larry.butler@tx.usda.gov.

Utah: Phillip J. Nelson, W.F. Bennett
Federal Building, Room 4402, 125 South
State Street, Salt Lake City, UT 84138,
Post Office Box 11350, Salt Lake City,
UT 84147-0350, phone: (801) 524—4550,
fax: (801) 524—4403,
skip.nelson@ut.usda.gov.

Vermont: Francis M. Keeler, 69 Union
Street, Winooski, VT 05404—1999;
phone: (802) 951-6795; fax: (802) 951—
6327; fran.keeler@vt.usda.gov.

Virginia: M. Denise Doetzer, Culpeper
Building, Suite 209, 1606 Santa Rosa
Road, Richmond, VA 23229-5014;
phone: (804) 287-1691; fax: (804) 287—
1737; denise.doetzer@va.usda.gov.

Washington: Raymond L. “Gus”
Hughbanks, Rock Pointe Tower II, Suite
450, W. 316 Boone Avenue, Spokane,
WA 99201-2348; phone: (509) 323—
2900; fax: (509) 323-2909;
raymond.hughbanks@wa.usda.gov.

West Virginia: Lillian Woods, Room
301, 75 High Street, Morgantown, WV
26505; phone: (304) 284-7540; fax: (304)
284—4839; lillian.woods@wv.usda.gov.

Wisconsin: Patricia S. Leavenworth,
Suite 200, 6515 Watts Road, Madison,
WI 53719-2726; phone: (608) 276—-8732;
fax: (608) 276—5890;
pat.leavenworth@wi.usda.gov.

Wyoming: Lincoln E. Burton, Federal
Building, Room 3124, 100 East B Street,
Casper, WY 82601-1911; phone: (307)
261-6453; fax: (307) 261-6490;
ed.burton@wy.usda.gov.

[FR Doc. 03-8029 Filed 4-2-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Willamette Province Advisory
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Williamette Province
Advisory Committee (PAC) will meet in
Salem, Oregon. The purpose of the
meeting is to discuss issues pertainent
to the implementation of the Northwest
Forest Plan and to provide advice to
federal land managers in the Province.
The specific topics to be covered at the
meeting include background
information of he Northwest Forest Plan
for new members and updated on the
on-going revisions to the NFP.

DATES: The meeting will be held April,
17, 2003.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Salem District Office of the Bureau
of Land Management, 1717 Farby Road,
Salem, Oregon. Send written comments
to Neal Forrester, Willamette Province
Advisory Committee, c/o Willamette
National Forest, P.O. Box 106078,
Eugene, Oregon 97440, (541) 225-6436
or electronically to nforrester@fs.fed.us.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Neal
Forrester, William National Forest, (541)
225-6436.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meeting is open to the public.
Committee discussion is limited to PAC
members. However, persons who wish
to bring matters to the attention of the
Community may file written statements
with the PAC staff before or after the
meeting. A public forum will be
provided and individuals will have the
opportunity to address the PAC. Oral
comments will be limited to three
minutes.

Dated: March 27, 2003.
Dallas J. Emich,
Forest Supervisor, Willamette National
Forest.
[FR Doc. 03-8061 Filed 4-2—-03; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Resources Conservation
Service

Lingle-Ft. Laramie Water Quality
Project, Goshen County, WY

AGENCY: Natural Resources
Conservation Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of a Finding of No
Significant Impact.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to section 102(2)(c)
of the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969; the Council on
Environmental Quality Regulations (40
CFR part 1500); and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service
Regulations (7 CFR part 650); the
Natural Resources Conservation Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, gives
notice that an environmental impact
statement is not being prepared for the
Lingle-Ft. Laramie Water Quality
Project, Goshen County, Wyoming.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Lincoln E. Burton, State
Conservationist, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Room 3124,
Federal Building, 100 East B Street,
Casper, Wyoming 82601, telephone
(307) 261-6453.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
environmental assessment of this
federally assisted action indicates that
the project will not cause significant
local, regional, or national impacts on
the human environment. As a result of
these findings, Lincoln E. Burton, State
Conservationist, has determined that the
preparation and review of an
environmental impact statement are not
needed for this project.

The project purposes have been
changed to include Wildlife Habitat
Improvement. Project purposes are: (1)
Agricultural Water Management—the
on-site treatment of agricultural related
pollutants for off-site benefits. The
planned works of improvement include
accelerated technical assistance for land
treatment, accelerated financial
assistance to treat 8,300 acres to reduce
the amount of nitrogen available to be
leached to the groundwater, 25 animal
waste management facilities, and 35
abandoned wells will be
decommissioned. (2) Wildlife Habitat
Improvement—on-site treatment will
increase wildlife habitat units by about
1,100 units.

The Notice of a Finding Of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) has been
forwarded to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and to various
federal, state, and local agencies, and
interested parties. A limited number of
copies of the FONSI is available to fill
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single copy requests at the above
address. Basic data developed during
the environmental assessment are on
file and may be reviewed by contacting
Lincoln E. Burton.

No administrative action on
implementation of the proposal will be
taken until 30 days after the date of this
publication in the Federal Register. The
Environmental Assessment will then be
signed and funding authorization
requested. All plans will be written
within five years, and implementation
will continue for up to ten years.

Dated: March 21, 2003.
Lincoln E. Burton,
State Conservationist.

(This activity is listed in the Catalog of
Federal Domestic Assistance under NO.
10.904, Watershed Protection and Flood
Prevention, and is subject to the provisions
of Executive Order 12372, which requires
intergovernmental consultation with state
and local officials.)

Finding of No Significant Impact for
Lingle-Ft. Laramie Water Quality
Project; Goshen County, Wyoming

Introduction

The Lingle-Ft. Laramie Water Quality
Project is a federally assisted action
authorized for planning under Pub. L.
83-566, the Watershed Protection and
Flood Prevention Act. An
environmental assessment was
undertaken in conjunction with the
development of the watershed plan.
This assessment was conducted in
consultation with local, state, and
federal agencies, including section
7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (50 CFR 402.13)
consultation, as well as with interested
organization and individuals. Data
developed during the assessment is
available for public review at the
following location: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Room 3124
Federal Building, 100 East B Street,
Casper, Wyoming 82601-1969.

Recommended Action—Alternative 2:
Accelerated Land Treatment

Proposed is the development of about
48 conservation plans that will provide
for land treatment and wildlife habitat
improvement measures to be applied on
farms for the reduction of the
agricultural contribution to nitrate
contamination of the groundwater and
habitat improvement. The proposed
plan will treat 8,300 acres with
increased irrigation efficiency to reduce
the amount of nitrogen available to be
leached to the groundwater. Twenty-five
animal waste management facilities and
application practices will be installed in

the watershed. Thirty-five abandoned
wells will be decommissioned. Wildlife
habitat units will be increased by 1,100
units.

Costs were updated from 2000 Draft
EA to 2003 costs, due to a change in
discount rates. Federal cost share will
be at 65 percent for a total financial
assistance of $3,534,020. Average
annual benefits equals $1,017,170, with
average annual costs equal to $801,333,
for a benefit: cost ratio of 1.27:1. FT
2003 Water Resources discount rate at
5.785 percent.

Effect of Recommended Action

The recommended action will
improve groundwater quality, improve
human health and safety, improve
irrigation efficiency, reduce irrigation
labor, and increase wildlife habitat.
Nitrates available for leaching will be
reduced through installation of fertilizer
injection systems, nutrient management,
and irrigation water management.

The proposed action will reduce the
amount of nitrogen available to be
leached. It is estimated at full
implementation, there will be a 33
percent reduction of nitrate leached
below the root zone, which equals about
81 pounds of nitrate per acre each year
over the entire project area at a 60
percent participation rate. Nitrogen
reduction is considered not to be a
controversial issue.

The proposed action will install 25
animal waste management systems to
collect and store run-off from feed lots
until it can be safely applied to the
agricultural fields.

The proposed action will improve on
farm irrigation efficiency, which will
increase the water available to meet
cro%consumptive use.

The proposed action will increase the
number of wildlife habitat units by
about 1,100 units as treatments are
installed.

A literature review and search of the
State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) records were conducted for the
project area. The effect of project
installation will be determined for each
individual project contract according to
Natural Resource Conservation Service,
Northern Plains Region procedures.

It is likely that more sites will be
discovered during the planning and
installation of the accelerated land
treatment practices. Since project
practices will be installed on a
““voluntary participation” basis, location
of ground disturbances is presently
unknown. Most surface disturbances
below the plow zone will occur as a
result of installing ag waste facilities,
pipelines, land leveling, grading, and
shaping. NRCS cultural resources

procedures, as described in the NRCS
Northern Plains Region procedures, will
be followed when ground disturbances
are planned.

Compliance with National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
protection rules for each farm will
follow the procedures in the NRCS
General Manual, Section 190 and 420,
respectively.

The proposed action will have little or
no effect on wetlands. With on farm
improved irrigation efficiencies some
reduction in tail water run-off will
occur, but with the sandy soils in the
watershed most of the run-off has gone
to groundwater and not surface water.
Wetland restoration, creation and
enhancement will increase a total of
about 24 acres as operator’s contracts
are developed. A 2 acre-foot depletion
will be offset by a debit from the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
account.

No wilderness areas are in the
watershed.

There is potential habitat for the
threatened Ute ladies’ tresses
(Spiranthes diluvialis) and Preble’s
meadow jumping mouse (Zapus
hudsonius preblei), but none have been
identified within the watershed, the
determination of “may affect, but not
likely to adversely affect” for both
species, was arrived at with section
7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (50 CFR 402.13)
consultation. The habitat will not be
adversely impacted. There are no
known resident threatened or
endangered animals within the
watershed area.

The proposed action will increase
vegetative cover suitable for wildlife as
a result of the application of
conservation practices that include
vegetative components. Wildlife habitat
units will increase by about 1,100 units.
Fish habitat will not be effected.

The proposed action will not
disproportionately affect any protected
groups.

No significant adverse environmental
impacts will result from installation of
the proposed action.

Alternatives

Based on the above summary of
effects (as discussed in the EA), I have
determined the alternative that I have
selected, will not have significant affect
on the human environment. For that
reason, no environmental impact
statement needs to be prepared.

The planned action is the most
practical means of reducing the
agricultural contribution of nitrate to the
groundwater. Because no significant
adverse environmental impacts will
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result from the installation of the on
farm conservation measures, no other
alternatives, other than the no action
alternative, were considered.

Consultation—Public Participation

On June 17, 1996, the North Platte
Valley Conservation District, and the
Lingle-Fort Laramie Conservation
District Boards of Supervisors, filed an
application for Pub. L. 83-566
assistance in developing a plan for the
Goshen County, Lingle-Ft. Laramie
Water Quality Project. The State of
Wyoming Governor’s Office referred the
application to the Wyoming Board of
Agriculture for ranking and approval.
On September 18, 2000, the board gave
the project a ranking of high and
approved the request to be submitted to
the NRCS. Acceptance was
acknowledged by the State
Conservationist, and appropriate
agencies and Sponsors were notified.
The town of Torrington and the Goshen
County Commissioners were later added
to the list of Sponsors.

The Sponsors held two interagency
and two public meetings to determine
the extent of the problem. The Sponsors
requested that NRCS analyze alternative
solutions and prepare a preliminary
investigation report. In September 2000,
a preliminary investigation report was
completed for the Lingle-Ft. Laramie
Water Quality Project.

Numerous newspaper articles,
newsletters, and radio public service
announcements have been aired in
order to provide public information.
Public meetings, with the news media
in attendance, were held to gain public
input and inform the public.

On October 24, 1996, an interagency
meeting was held to determine concerns
of the other agencies.

June 14, 2000, a public scoping
meeting was held to determine public
concerns and opinions. A public
response analysis was completed on the
responses.

On October 18, 2000, another public
meeting was held to review the
alternatives developed and obtain
further public input.

On June 11, 2001, the Sponsors met
to review the Draft Plan-EA.

On July 25, 2002, the Sponsors held
a public meeting to begin the Public/
Interagency review of the Draft Plan-EA.
Written comments were requested from
agencies, organizations, and groups
identified in the planning process as
interested. The comments were
reviewed and responses prepared on
each comment. The comments and
responses are contained in the Final
Plan Environmental Assessment.

Written comments were requested
from 70 agencies, organizations, and
groups identified in the planning
process.

Agency consultation and public
participation to date have shown no
unresolved conflicts with the
implementation of the selected plan.
Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended (50
CFR 402.13) consultation has been
completed and incorporated.

Conclusion

The Environmental Assessment
summarized above indicates that this
federal action will not cause significant
local, regional, or national impacts on
the environment. Therefore, based on
the above findings, I have determined
that an environmental impact statement
for the Lingle-Ft. Laramie Water Quality
Project Plan is not required.

Additional Information or questions
can be directed to: George W. Cleek IV,
Assistant State Conservationist, USDA—
NRCS, 100 East B Street, Room 3124,
Casper, WY 82601-1969, Phone: 307—
261-6457, e-mail:
george.cleek@wy.usda.gov.

Dated: March 21, 2003.

Lincoln E. Burton,

State Conservationist.

[FR Doc. 03—-8030 Filed 4—2-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-16-P

BROADCASTING BOARD OF
GOVERNORS

Sunshine Act Meeting

DATE AND TIME: April 8, 2003; 2 p.m.—3
p.m.

PLACE: Broadcasting Board of
Governors, 330 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20237.

CLOSED MEETING: The members of the
Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG)
will meet in closed session to review
and discuss a number of issues relating
to U.S. Government-funded non-
military international broadcasting.
They will address internal procedural,
budgetary, and personnel issues, as well
as sensitive foreign policy issues
relating to potential options in the U.S.
international broadcasting field. This
meeting is closed because if open it
likely would either disclose matters that
would be properly classified to be kept
secret in the interest of foreign policy
under the appropriate executive order (5
U.S.C. 552b.(c)(1)) or would disclose
information the premature disclosure of
which would be likely to significantly
frustrate implementation of a proposed
agency action. (5 U.S.C. 552b.(c)(9)(B)).

In addition, part of the discussion will
relate solely to the internal personnel
and organizational issues of the BBG or
the International Broadcasting Bureau.
(5 U.S.C. 552b.(c)(2) and (6)).

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Persons interested in obtaining more
information should contact either
Brenda Hardnett or Carol Booker at
(202) 401-3736.

Dated: March 31, 2003.
Carol Booker,
Legal Counsel.
[FR Doc. 03—8188 Filed 4-1-03; 9:39 am|]
BILLING CODE 8230-01-M

CHEMICAL SAFETY AND HAZARD
INVESTIGATION BOARD

Sunshine Act Meeting; Public Hearing:
Kaltech Industries Group, Inc. Incident

AGENCY: Chemical Safety and Hazard
Investigation Board (CSB).

ACTION: Notice announcing Sunshine
Act public hearing and requesting
public comment and participation.

SUMMARY: The CSB will hold a public
hearing to examine findings and
preliminary conclusions resulting from
its investigation into a building fire
explosion at Kaltech Industries Group,
Inc., an architectural sign manufacturer
located at 123 West 19th Street, New
York City. The explosion that occurred
April 26, 2002, injured 31 people,
including 14 persons who were not
employed by Kaltech. This notice
provides information regarding the CSB
investigation into the chemical incident,
a request for comments on specific
issues raised by the investigation, and
the date, time, location and agenda for
the public hearing. At the end of the
staff and panel presentations, the Board
has also allocated time to take
comments from the public.

DATES: The Public Hearing will be held
on Wednesday April 16, 2003, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Fashion Institute of
Technology (SUNY), 7th Avenue at 27th
Street, New York City, New York.
Pre-Registration: The event is open to
the public and there is no fee for
attendance. However, attendees are
strongly encouraged to pre-register, to
ensure adequate seating arrangements. If
you would like to provide oral
comments to the Board, please state
your intention to do so when pre-
registering. Time for public comments is
limited. Speakers will be limited to
approximately 4 minutes. Those unable
to present oral testimony because of
time restrictions are urged to file written
comments. To pre-register, please e-mail
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