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Comments are invited on: (1) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (4) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
the use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Comments may be sent to Tim Payne,
Wholesale and Alternative Markets,
Transportation and Marketing,
Agricultural Marketing Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, 1400
Independence Ave., SW., Room 2642
South Building, Washington DC 20250—
0269. All comments received will be
available for public inspection during
regular business hours at the same
address.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
become a matter of public record.

Dated: October 27, 2000.
James Caron,

Acting Deputy Administrator, Transportation
and Marketing.

[FR Doc. 00-28144 Filed 11-1—-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service

[Docket No. TB—00-23]

Public Hearing Regarding
Establishment of a New Tobacco
Auction Market

Notice is hereby given of a public
hearing regarding an application to
combine the Fairmont-Fair Bluff, North
Carolina and Loris, South Carolina,
tobacco markets.

Dates: November 9, 2000.

Time: 9:30 a.m. local time.

Place: Dales Family Seafood and
Steakhouse, 100 701 Bypass, Tabor City,
North Carolina.

Purpose: To hear testimony and to
receive evidence regarding an
application for tobacco inspection and
price support services to a new market,
which would be a consolidation of the
currently designated markets of
Fairmont-Fair Bluff, North Carolina and

Loris, South Carolina. The application
was made by Robert L. Boyd, Sales
Supervisor, Loris, South Carolina, and
Curtis McGirt, Sales Supervisor,
Fairmont, North Carolina.

This public hearing will be conducted
pursuant to the joint policy statement
and regulations governing the extension
of tobacco inspection and price support
services to new markets and to
additional sales on designated markets
(7 CFR 29.1 through 29.3), issued under
the Tobacco Inspection Act, as amended
(7 U.S.C. 511 et seq.) and the
Commodity Credit Corporation Charter
Act, as amended (15 U.S.C. 714 et seq.).

Dated: October 27, 2000.
Kathleen A. Merrigan,

Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.

[FR Doc. 00-28143 Filed 11-1-00; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Commodity Credit Corporation

Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutrition Pilot
Program: Opportunity To Submit Grant
Applications

AGENCY: Commodity Credit Corporation,
Agriculture.

ACTION: Notice of opportunity to submit
grant applications.

SUMMARY: USDA’s Commodity Credit
Corporation will be making grants to
States and Indian tribal governments.
The grants must be used to provide
coupons to low-income seniors that they
may exchange for eligible foods at
farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and
community supported agriculture
programs. Eligible foods are fresh,
nutritious, unprepared, locally grown
fruits, vegetables, and herbs. Ten
million dollars are available for grants
for the 2001 farmers’ market season.
DATE: Applications must be received on
or before December 1, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Applications must be sent
to Diane Kriviski, Grants Management
Specialist, Food and Nutrition Service,
USDA, Grants Management Division,
3101 Park Center Drive, Room 738,
Alexandria, Virginia 22302.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Diane Kriviski at (703) 305—-2049.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. What Is the Seniors Farmers’ Market
Nutrition Program?
A. Background

The Seniors Farmers’ Market
Nutrition Pilot Program is a new
program established by USDA’s

Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC).
Under the program, CCC will make
grants to States and Indian tribal
governments. The grants must be used
to provide low-income seniors coupons
they may exchange for eligible foods at
farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and
community supported agriculture
programs. Eligible foods are fresh,
nutritious, unprepared, locally grown
fruits, vegetables, and herbs. The grant
funds may be used only to support the
costs of the foods that are provided
under the program; no administrative
funding is available. USDA’s Food and
Nutrition Service (FNS) will assist CCC
in evaluating the grant applications.

B. Purpose

The purposes of the Seniors Farmers’
Market Nutrition Pilot Program are to (1)
provide resources in the form of fresh,
nutritious, unprepared, locally grown
fruits, vegetables, and herbs from
farmers’ markets, roadside stands and
community supported agriculture
programs to low-income seniors, (2)
increase the domestic consumption of
agricultural commodities by expanding
or aiding in the expansion of domestic
farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and
community supported agriculture
programs, and (3) develop or aid in the
development of new and additional
farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and
community supported agriculture
programs.

C. Authority

Funds are being made available for
this pilot program pursuant to the CCC
Charter Act. Section 5(e) of the Act (15
U.S.C. 714c(e)) authorizes CCC to use its
resources to “Increase the domestic
consumption of agricultural
commodities by expanding or aiding in
the expansion of domestic markets or by
developing or aiding in the
development of new and additional
markets, marketing facilities, and uses
for such commodities.”

II. Who Is Eligible for These Grants?

All States and federally recognized
Indian tribal governments are eligible
for these grants. Indian tribal
governments may apply directly or as
part of a State application. Each State
may submit only one application on
behalf of all interested State agencies,
local governments, and non-profit
organizations in that State, and any
Indian tribal governments that want to
participate through the State. Each
applicant State must designate a lead
State agency. However, the lead State
agency may make subgrants to other
State agencies, Indian tribal
governments, local governments, and
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non-profit organizations. Also, Indian
tribal governments may make subgrants
to local governments and non-profit
organizations in the areas they serve.
Interested State agencies, local
governments, and non-profit
organizations should contact their
Governor’s office or Indian tribal
governments to work together on an
application. States and Indian tribal
governments that choose to subgrant all
or part of the pilot program funds are
responsible for ensuring that the funds
are spent in accordance with
requirements for the pilot program.

III. How Much Is Available for the
Grants and When Must the Funds Be
Spent?

Ten million dollars are available for
the grants. Grant funds may be obligated
beginning with the grant award
(expected in early January 2001)
through December 31, 2001. The grants
will be awarded through a competitive
process. We may adjust the amounts
requested in the grant applications to
ensure that the grants we award are
funded at appropriate levels. The
submission of a grant application does
not guarantee funding.

All program activities under the
grants must be completed by December
31, 2001. The pilot program will be
evaluated during and after the grant
period. If it is successful, we expect to
continue the program in the 2002
farmers’ market season. The evaluation
will also help us decide whether we
need to make any changes in order to
improve the program. You must
cooperate with the evaluation by
providing requested data and access to
your records.

IV. What Are the Reporting
Requirements for Grantees?

You will be required to submit
quarterly financial status reports,
quarterly progress reports, and a final
report. The quarterly financial and
progress reports are due April 30, July
31, and October 31, 2001. The final
report is due March 31, 2002. The
progress reports and the final report
must indicate the number of outlets
authorized to receive coupons (i.e.
farmers, farmers’ markets, roadside
stands, and/or community supported
agriculture programs) by category and
the number of recipients who have been
issued coupons.

V. How Do I Submit a Grant
Application?

Your grant application must be
received by FNS on or before December
1, 2000. Applications will be accepted
until 5 p.m. on December 1, 2000. You

must meet this deadline by delivering
the application or by mailing it
sufficiently in advance of the deadline
to ensure its timely receipt. We will
return late applications without
consideration in the competition. We
will not consider additions or revisions
to applications once they are received.

You must submit an original and two
copies of your application. The original
must bear the original signature of your
authorized representative. The original
must be ready for copying, that is single-
sided, unstapled, unbound, and on 82"
x 11" paper. Your original and copies
must be on white paper. We reserve the
right to reject any application
containing a grant proposal over 25
pages in length. We will not accept
applications sent by datafax and/or
e-mail.

Your application must be delivered or
mailed to: Diane Kriviski, Grants
Management Specialist, Food and
Nutrition Service, USDA, Grants
Management Division, 3101 Park Center
Drive, Room 738, Alexandria, Virginia
22302.

Call Diane Kriviski at (703) 305—2049
with any questions about the grant
application. We will respond by
telephone to questions seeking
clarification, whether technical in
nature or relating to the application
procedures.

VI. What Is the Meaning of the Terms
Used in This Request for Grant
Applications?

The following definitions and
conditions apply to this pilot program:

Community supported agriculture
program means a program under which
a farmer grows food for a group of
shareholders (or subscribers) who
pledge to buy a portion of the farmer’s
crop that season.

Coupon means a coupon, voucher, or
other negotiable financial instrument by
which benefits under the pilot program
are transferred to pilot program
recipients. Coupons must contain a date
by which the recipient must use the
coupon, a date by which the farmer
must submit the coupon for payment, a
unique and sequential serial number, a
denomination, and an identifier for the
redeeming farmer. The denominations
of the coupons must be sufficiently
small to ensure that recipient can
redeem coupons at or near their full
value.

Eligible foods means fresh, nutritious,
unprepared, locally grown fruits,
vegetables, and herbs for human
consumption. Eligible foods may not be
processed or prepared beyond their
natural state except for usual harvesting
and cleaning processes. Honey, maple

syrup, cider, and nuts are examples of
foods that are not eligible for purposes
of the pilot program.

Farmer means an individual who sells
produce at farmers’ markets, roadside
stands, and community supported
agriculture programs, but does not
include an individual who exclusively
sells produce grown by someone else,
such as wholesale distributors.

Farmers’ market means an association
of local farmers who assemble at a
defined location for the purpose of
selling their produce directly to
consumers.

Federally recognized Indian tribal
government means the same as that term
is defined in 7 CFR 3017.3.

Locally grown means grown within
the borders of the State that your project
serves. If you choose, locally grown may
also mean grown in areas of States
adjacent to the State your project serves,
as long as those areas are part of the
United States.

Recipient means a person who meets
the age and income eligibility limits for
your project and to whom you have
issued coupons.

Roadside stand means a location at
which a single, individual farmer sells
his/her produce directly to consumers.

State means the 50 States of the
United States and the District of
Columbia.

VII. What Do I Have To Include in My
Grant Proposal?

Your grant application must include a
grant proposal that describes in detail
your plan to operate a project under the
Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutrition Pilot
Program. At a minimum, your grant
proposal must address the following
areas in sufficient detail to demonstrate
your ability to meet the requirements of
the pilot program and must be organized
as follows:

1. General Administration Requirements

a. Purpose. Describe how your project
will achieve the purposes (stated above)
of the program. Include:

» Proposed period of operation.

» Proposed age and income eligibility
limits for recipients. If you propose to
serve people under the age of 60 or with
household incomes above 185% of the
poverty income guidelines (currently
$20,813 for a two-person household),
include a justification for your
eligibility limit.

* Number of recipients you estimate
you will serve during the grant period.

» Frequency of coupon issuance,
value of coupons at each issuance to a
recipient, and maximum total amount a
recipient will be issued during the grant
period.
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» Service area.

Describe any current or prior
experience you have with farmers’
market projects or programs. If you
operated a farmers’ market program for
seniors during the 2000 farmers’ market
season, indicate the amount you spent
for this program and include an
assurance that you will maintain this
level of funding (in addition to any pilot
program funds) during the grant period.

b. Administrative capacity. Describe
your administrative capacity to operate
the project. Because administrative
funding will not be provided under the
grant, describe how you and any
participating organizations will pay the
administrative costs of the program.
Identify the organization within the lead
State agency or Indian tribal government
and key staff who will direct the work
of the your project and ensure all
requirements of the grant agreement are
met.

c. Financial management. Describe
your financial management system,
including how the system will provide
accurate, current and complete
disclosure of the financial status of the
program and quarterly financial status
reports.

d. Record keeping. Describe your
record keeping system, including your
system for maintaining separate records
for funds received under this grant and
records pertaining to financial
operations, coupon issuance and
redemption, market authorization, and
participation.

2. Funding Request

Indicate the amount of funds you are
requesting and how you determined that
amount.

3. Recipient Certification and Benefit
Delivery

a. Recipient certification and coupon
issuance. Describe how you will
determine the eligibility of recipients
and issue coupons to recipients.

b. Coupon redemption system.
Describe your coupon redemption
system, including how you will ensure
that coupons are redeemed only by
authorized farmers, farmers’ markets,
roadside stands, and/or community
supported agriculture programs and
only for eligible foods, how you will
ensure that no cash change is issued for
purchases that are in an amount less
than the value of the coupon(s), and
how you will ensure that no State or
local taxes will be collected on
purchases of food with coupons.

c. Market management system.
Describe how you will manage your
markets, including your proposed
criteria and procedures for authorizing

farmers, farmers’ markets, roadside
stands, and/or community supported
agriculture programs.

d. Number of markets. Indicate in
each category the number of farmers,
farmers’ markets, roadside stands, and/
or community supported agriculture
programs you estimate you will
authorize.

e. Eligible foods. List all eligible
foods.

f. Coupons. Describe your proposed
coupons, including the denominations.

4. Nutrition Education

Describe any nutrition education you
will provide recipients.

VIII. What Do I Have To Include in My
Application Package?

Your grant application must
demonstrate your willingness and
ability to comply with the requirements
described in this notice and any
additional standards and procedures
that you specify in your grant
application and are approved by CCC. If
your application does not adequately
address these requirements, it will be
considered nonresponsive and will not
receive further consideration.

Your grant application must include
the following items. You may get copies
of these forms by calling Diane Kriviski
at (703) 305—-2049.

1. Grant proposal, as described in
Section VII of this notice.

2. Application for Federal Assistance,
SF—-424—This is a required standard
form for applications for Federal
assistance.

(This form is available at
www.whitehouse.gov/OMB/grants/
#forms)

3. Budget Information—Non-
Construction Programs, SF-424A—
Budget estimates show how the grant
money will be spent. Approved grant
funds must be obligated and expended
in accordance with the amounts
indicated on the Budget Information
form, SF—424A, and must reflect any
adjustments made in the grant approval
notification. (This form is available at
www.whitehouse.gov/OMB/grants/
#forms)

4. Assurances/Certifications—
Applicants must provide the following
forms:

» Assurances—Non-Construction
Programs, SF—424B (This form is
available at www.whitehouse.gov/OMB/
grants/#forms).

¢ Certification Regarding Debarment,
Suspension, and Other Responsibility
Matters—Primary Covered Transactions,
AD-1047.

* Certification Regarding Drug Free
Workplace Requirements—Alternative
II, AD-1050.

¢ Certification Regarding Lobbying.

IX. What Are the Terms and Conditions
of the Grant?

In addition to the requirements
described in this notice, you must agree
to comply with the USDA regulations
and Office and Management and Budget
(OMB) circulars listed below. Copies of
these documents are available from FNS
upon request.

e 7 CFR Part 3016: “Uniform
Administrative Requirements for Grants
and Cooperative Agreements to State
and Local Governments” other than
Entitlement Programs (Reference OMB
Circular A—102 Common Rule).

e 7 CFR Part 3017: Subparts A-E
“Government-wide Debarment and
Suspension (Non-procurement)”.

» 7 CFR Part 3017: Subpart F
“Government-wide Requirements for
Drug-free Workplace (Grants)”.

e 7 CFR Part 3018: “New Restrictions
on Lobbying”.

X. How Will My Application Be
Evaluated?

A. Panel Review

All grant applications that meet the
deadline for submission will be
screened for completeness and
conformity to the requirements of this
request for grant applications. A panel
will determine the technical merit of
each grant application and provide a
numerical score.

B. Evaluation Criteria

Project Implementation 35 Total
Points

Project implementation goals and
objectives are clearly specified and
linked to the requirements and purposes
of the Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutrition
Pilot Program.—15 points

Project implementation tasks follow
directly from the project goals and
objectives and the requirements and
purposes of the Seniors Farmers’ Market
Nutrition Pilot Program and the
necessity of the tasks is adequately
explained.—15 points

The roles and duties of all key staff
are thoroughly and clearly explained.—
5 points

Soundness of Project Design 30 Total
Points

The grant proposal describes the
oversight necessary to ensure high
quality products, services, or outcomes
and to keep the project on time and
within budget, including a clearly
defined chain of command, and
appropriate plans for managing outside
personnel.—15 points

The organization of the project allows
sufficient time for proposed tasks, and
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clearly discusses and demonstrates that
effective communication will exist
among staff. Proposals should include a
project timeline and organization chart
showing key activities and dates. The
timeline provides adequate, realistic
periods to complete the proposed
activities/tasks. Letters have been
submitted to document any resources
available to the project from other
sources.—15 points

Budget Appropriateness and Efficiency
25 Total Points

The proposed budget request is
adequate to support the project and both
Federal and non-Federal resources are
provided.—10 points

Budget justifications are provided,
including descriptions of how
categorical costs were derived,
discussions of the necessity,
reasonableness, and allocability of
proposed costs, and links between
expenditures and specific activities/
tasks.—10 points

The level of Federal support
requested is economical and reasonable
in relation to the proposed scope and
effort of the project.—5 points

Presentation 10 Total Points

The grant proposal is well presented,
well organized, complete, clear, and
succinct. Proposals should be relatively
brief and concise. The maximum
acceptable proposal length is 25 pages.

6 Total Points

Up to six additional points will be
awarded to grant proposals that include
a nutrition education component. These
additional points will be added to the
panel’s total score, so that the maximum
total points a proposal could receive is
a total of 106 points.

C. Grant Awards

After the panel evaluates and scores
the grant applications, they will be
ranked by score, starting with the
highest score. In general, CCC will
award the grants in rank order until the
total available funds are committed.
However, the selecting official may take
into account CCC priorities in addition
to the scores. Also, if the selecting
official determines that some or all of
the applications lack technical merit,
CCC may decide to award no grants, or
less than the total amount of funds set
aside for this purpose. Finally, CCC
reserves the right to fund successful
applications at an amount less than
requested if it is judged that the
application can be implemented with
less, or if Federal funding is not
sufficient to fully fund all successful
applications. CCC also reserves the right

Bonus Points

to deny an otherwise worthwhile
application if the success of the
application is dependent upon an
amount of funding that is not available.

We will notify grant applicants of
awards as soon as possible after the
applications have been reviewed. We
expect to complete the review by early
January 2001. CCC will provide funding
for approved grant applications upon
receipt of a properly executed grant
agreement and subject to available
funding.

Dated: October 30, 2000.
August Schumacher, Jr.,
President, Commodity Credit Corporation.
[FR Doc. 00-28201 Filed 10-30—00; 4:41 pm]
BILLING CODE 3410-05-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service
[Docket No. 00—042N]

HACCP-Based Inspection Models
Project (HIMP): Performance
Standards for Young Turkey, Young
Chicken, and Market Hog HIMP Plants

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection
Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS) is publishing
the performance standards for food
safety and non-food safety conditions
that it will apply in a limited number of
young turkey and market hog slaughter
plants that participate in the HACCP-
based Inspection Models Project
(HIMP). FSIS has already announced the
performance standards for young
chicken HIMP plants at public meetings,
but the Agency is including them in this
Notice.

DATES: There is no formal comment
period for this Notice; however,
comments are welcome.

ADDRESSES: Submit one original and
two copies of written comments to FSIS
Docket Clerk, Docket #00-042N, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food Safety
and Inspection Service, Room 102
Cotton Annex Building, 300 12th Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20250-3700. All
comments submitted in response to this
Notice will be available for public
inspection in the Docket Clerk’s Office
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Michael Grasso, Project Manager, FSIS,
at 202 205-0025, FAX 202 205-0058, e-
mail Mike.Grasso@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FSIS
began HIMP in 1998 to determine

whether new government slaughter
inspection procedures, along with new
plant responsibilities, can improve food
safety and increase consumer
protection. The pilot project is a natural
extension of the Agency’s Hazard
Analysis and Critical Control Points
(HACCP) approach in place nationwide
within all meat and poultry plants. The
Agency adopted the HACCP approach
in its Pathogen Reduction; Hazard
Analysis and Critical Control Point
(HACCP) Systems; Final Rule of July 25,
1996 (61 FR 38806).

The project represents the Agency’s
effort to apply HACCP principles with
respect to industry and FSIS roles and
responsibilities in slaughter operations,
which should allow FSIS to better focus
its in-plant resources and regulatory
verification activities on public health
concerns. HIMP does not involve
processing plants.

Under HIMP, FSIS has developed new
inspection models for pilot testing in a
limited number of plants slaughtering
young, healthy, and uniform animals,
specifically young poultry, fed cattle,
and market hogs. With these models,
FSIS designs HACCP-based slaughter
inspection procedures, and plants
develop appropriate controls for
meeting FSIS requirements.

Through an independent contractor,
the Agency conducted baseline
sampling in volunteer plants that
slaughter young chickens, young
turkeys, and market hogs. The baseline
sampling results reflect the
accomplishments of current slaughter-
line inspection procedures in the pilot
plants and provide a measure—a
“performance standard”—for judging
the accomplishments of these same
plants operating under new HIMP
procedures. The performance standards
address both food safety and non-food
safety conditions. The food safety
performance standards for young
turkeys and market hogs are set at zero
to protect consumers from conditions
that may be harmful. As stated above,
the performance standards for non-food
safety conditions—collectively termed
“other consumer protection” or OCP—
reflect the baseline data collected by the
independent contractor in participating
plants before the new models were
instituted. These baseline data thus
represent the accomplishments of the
current inspection system.

For OCP concerns, 2000 samples were
collected by the independent contractor
at each of five young turkey and five
market hog plants over five weeks and
evaluated organoleptically—by the
senses. As with young chickens, the
new OCP performance standards have
been set at the level that the top 75
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