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(1) Violation of the Federal Hatch Act
at title 5 of the U.S. Code, chapter 73,
subchapter III;

(2) Violation of the state and local
Hatch Act at title 5 of the U.S. Code,
chapter 15;

(3) Arbitrary and capricious
withholding of information prohibited
under the Freedom of Information Act at
5 U.S.C. 552, (except for certain foreign
and counterintelligence information);

(4) Activities prohibited by any civil
service law, rule, or regulation,
including any activity relating to
political intrusion in personnel
decisionmaking;

(5) Involvement by any employee in
any prohibited discrimination found by
any court or appropriate administrative
authority to have occurred in the course
of any personnel action (unless the
Special Counsel determines that the
allegation may be resolved more
appropriately under an administrative
appeals procedure); and

(6) Violation of uniformed services
employment and reemployment rights
under 38 U.S.C. 4301, et seq.

(c) Complaints of prohibited
personnel practices or other prohibited
activities within OSC’s investigative
jurisdiction should be sent to: U.S.
Office of Special Counsel, Complaints
Examining Unit, 1730 M Street, NW,
Suite 201, Washington, DC 20036—4505.

(d) Complaints a%leging a prohibited
personnel practice, or a prohibited
activity other than a Hatch Act
violation, must be submitted on Form
0OSC-11 (“Complaint of Possible
Prohibited Personnel Practice or Other
Prohibited Activity”).

(1) The form includes a section (Part
2) that must be completed in connection
with allegations of reprisal for
whistleblowing, including identification
of:

(i) Each disclosure involved;

(ii) The date of each disclosure;

(iii) The person to whom each
disclosure was made; and

(iv) The type and date of any
personnel action that occurred because
of each disclosure.

(2) If a complainant who has alleged
reprisal for whistleblowing seeks to
supplement a pending OSC complaint
by reporting a new disclosure or
personnel action, then, at OSC’s
discretion:

(i) The complainant will be required
to document the disclosure or personnel
action in the Part 2 format, or

(ii) OSC will document the disclosure
or personnel action in the Part 2 format,
a copy of which will be provided to the
complainant upon OSC’s closure of the
complaint.

(e) Complaint forms are available by
writing to OSC at the address shown in

paragraph (c) of this section; by calling
OSC at (1) (800) 872—9855; or by
printing it from OSC’s Web site (at
WWW.0SC.gov).

(f) Except for complaints alleging only
a Hatch Act violation, OSC will not
process a complaint submitted in any
format other than a completed Form
0OSC-11.

(g) Complaints alleging only a Hatch
Act violation may be submitted in any
written form to the address shown in
paragraph (c) of this section, but should
include:

(1) The name, mailing address, and
telephone number(s) of the
complainant(s), and a time when the
person(s) making the disclosure(s) can
be safely contacted, unless the matter is
submitted anonymously;

(2) The department or agency,
location, and organizational unit
complained of; and

(3) A concise description of the
actions complained about, names and
positions of employees who took these
actions, if known to the complainant,
and dates, preferably in chronological
order, together with any documentary
evidence the complainant may have.

5. Section 1800.2 is revised to read as
follows:

§1800.2 Filing disclosures of information.

(a) OSC is authorized by law (at 5
U.S.C. 1213) to provide an independent
and secure channel for use by current or
former federal employees and
applicants for Federal employment in
disclosing information that they
reasonably believe shows wrongdoing
by a Federal agency. The law requires
OSC to determine whether there is a
substantial likelihood that the
information discloses a violation of any
law, rule, or regulation; gross
mismanagement; gross waste of funds;
abuse of authority; or a substantial and
specific danger to public health or
safety. If so, OSC must refer the
information to the agency head involved
for investigation and a written report on
the findings to the Special Counsel. The
law does not give OSC jurisdiction to
investigate the disclosure.

(b) Employees, former employees, or
applicants for employment wishing to
file a whistleblower disclosure with
OSC should send the information to:
U.S. Office of Special Counsel,
Disclosure Unit, 1730 M Street, NW,
Suite 201, Washington, DC 20036—4505.

(c) A disclosure of the type of
information described in paragraph (a)
of this section should be submitted in
writing, using any of the following
formats:

(1) Filers may use Form OSC-12
(“Disclosure of Information”’), which

provides more information about OSC
jurisdiction and procedures for
processing whistleblower disclosures.
This form is available from OSC by
writing to the address shown in
paragraph (b) of this section; by calling
OSC at (1) (800) 572-2249; or by
printing it from OSC’s Web site (at
WWW.0SC.gov).

(2) Filers may use another written
format, but the submission should
include:

(i) The name, mailing address, and
telephone number(s) of the person(s)
making the disclosure(s), and a time
when that person(s) can be safely
contacted by OSC;

(ii) The department or agency,
location and organizational unit
complained of; and

(iii) A statement as to whether the
filer consents to the disclosure of his or
her identity to the agency by OSC in
connection with any referral to the
appropriate agency.

Dated: August 8, 2000.

Timothy Hannapel,

Acting Special Counsel.

[FR Doc. 0020671 Filed 8—15-00; 8:45 am|]
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ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes to
adopt a new airworthiness directive
(AD) that would apply to certain
Raytheon Aircraft Corporation
(Raytheon) Beech Models A36 and
B36TC airplanes. The proposed AD
would require you to inspect for the
installation of firewall sealant and
install firewall sealant if not present.
The proposed AD is the result of a
report that firewall sealant was not
found during a routine production
inspection. The actions specified by the
proposed AD are intended to correct the
absence of sealant and prevent the
consequent entry of smoke or fire into
the flight compartment or cabin in the
event of an engine compartment fire.
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DATES: The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) must receive any
comments on this proposed rule on or
before September 18, 2000.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to FAA, Central Region, Office
of the Regional Counsel, Attention:
Rules Docket No. 2000—CE-15—-AD, 901
Locust, Room 506, Kansas City,
Missouri 64106. You may inspect
comments at this location between 8
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except holidays.

You may get the service information
referenced in the proposed AD from
Raytheon Aircraft Company, P.O. Box
85, Wichita, Kansas 67201-0085;
telephone: (800) 429-5372 or (316) 676—
3140; on the Internet at <http://
www.raytheon.com/rac/servinfo/53—
3375.pdf>. This file is in Adobe Portable
Document Format. The Acrobat Reader
is available at
<http://www.adobe.com/>.

You may examine this information at
the Rules Docket at the address above.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jeff
Pretz, Aerospace Engineer, Wichita
Aircraft Certification Office, FAA, 1801
Airport Road, Mid-Continent Airport,
Wichita, Kansas 67209; telephone: (316)
946—4153; facsimile: (316) 946—4407.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

How do I comment on this AD? We
invite your comments on the proposed
rule. You may submit whatever written
data, views, or arguments you choose.
You need to include the rule’s docket
number and submit your comments in
triplicate to the address specified under
the caption ADDRESSES. We will
consider all comments received on or
before the closing date specified above,
before taking action on the proposed
rule. We may change the proposals
contained in this notice in light of the
comments received.

Are there any specific portions of the
AD I should pay attention to? The FAA
specifically invites comments on the
overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule that might necessitate
a need to modify the proposed rule. You
may examine all comments we receive.
We will file a report in the Rules Docket
that summarizes each FAA contact with
the public that concerns the substantive
parts of this proposal.

The FAA is re-examining the writing
style we currently use in regulatory
documents, in response to the
Presidential memorandum of June 1,
1998. That memorandum requires
federal agencies to communicate more
clearly with the public. We are

interested in your comments on the ease
of understanding this document, and
any other suggestions you might have to
improve the clarity of FAA
communications that affect you. You
can get more information about the
Presidential memorandum and the plain
language initiative at http://
www.faa.gov/language/.

How can I be sure FAA receives my
comment? If you want us to
acknowledge the receipt of your
comments, you must include a self-
addressed, stamped postcard. On the
postcard, write “Comments to Docket
No. 2000-CE-15—-AD.” We will date
stamp and mail the postcard back to
you.

Discussion

What events have caused this AD?
Raytheon recently notified FAA that a
Beech Model A36 airplane did not have
sealant between the faying surfaces of
the part number (P/N) 109-361023-13
tube assembly fitting and the P/N 36—
430054-69 upper firewall panel.
Raytheon found this condition during a
routine production process inspection.

Other airplanes that were part of this
particular production process are:

Beech Model A36
serial numbers E-3113 through E-3231
E-3233 through E-3263
E-3265 through E-3267
E-3269, E-3271, E-3273, and E-3277
Model B36TC
serial numbers EA-594 through EA—644

What are the consequences if the
condition is not corrected? This
condition, if not corrected, could result
in smoke or fire penetrating the firewall
and entering the flight compartment or
cabin.

Relevant Service Information

What service information applies to
this subject? Raytheon has issued
Mandatory Service Bulletin No. SB 53—
3375, dated December 1999.

What are the provisions of this service
bulletin? The service bulletin describes
procedures for inspecting for, and
applying, sealant between the tube
assembly fitting and the upper firewall
panel on the airplanes specified above.

The FAA’s Determination and an
Explanation of the Provisions of the
Proposed AD

What has FAA decided? After
examining the circumstances and
reviewing all available information
related to the events described above,
we have determined that:

» The unsafe condition referenced in
this document could exist on other
Raytheon Beech Models A36 and B36TC
airplanes of the same type design;

» These airplanes should have the
actions specified in the above service
bulletin incorporated; and

* The FAA should take AD action in
order to correct this unsafe condition.

What does this proposed AD require?
This proposed AD would require you to:

* Inspect for the installation of
firewall sealant; and

* Install firewall sealant if not
present.

What are the differences between the
service bulletin and the proposed AD?
Raytheon Aircraft requires you to
inspect and, if necessary, install firewall
sealant as soon as possible after
receiving the service bulletin, but no
later than the next 25 flight hours. We
propose a requirement that you inspect
and, if necessary, install firewall sealant
within 50 hours time-in-service (TIS) of
operation after the effective date of the
proposed AD. We do not have
justification to require this action within
25 hours TIS. Compliance times such as
this are utilized when we have
identified an urgent safety of flight
situation. We believe that 50 hours TIS
will give the owners/operators of the
affected airplanes enough time to have
the proposed actions accomplished
without compromising the safety of the
airplanes.

Cost Impact

How many airplanes does this
proposed AD impact? We estimate that
the proposed AD would affect 134
airplanes in the U.S. registry.

What is the cost impact of the
proposed action for the affected
airplanes on the U.S. Register? We
estimate that it would take
approximately 1 workhour per airplane
to accomplish the proposed inspection,
at an average labor rate of $60 an hour.
Based on the figures presented above,
we estimate that the total cost impact of
the proposed inspection on U.S.
operators is $8,040, or $60 per airplane.

We estimate that it would take
approximately 2 workhours per airplane
to accomplish the proposed
modification, at an average labor rate of
$60 an hour. Based on the figures
presented above, we estimate that the
total cost impact of the proposed
modification on U.S. operators is $120
per airplane.

The manufacturer will allow warranty
credit for labor and parts to the extent
noted in the service bulletin.

Regulatory Impact

Does this proposed AD impact
relations between Federal and State
governments? The proposed regulations
would not have substantial direct effects
on the States, on the relationship
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between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. It is
determined that this proposed rule
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.

Does this proposed AD involve a
significant rule or regulatory action? For
the reasons discussed above, I certify
that this proposed action (1) is not a
“significant regulatory action” under
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a
“significant rule” under Department of
Transportation Regulatory Policies and
Procedures (44 FR 11034, February 26,
1979); and (3) if put into effect will not
have a significant economic impact,
positive or negative, on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.
We have placed a copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action in the Rules Docket. You may
obtain a copy of it by contacting the

Rules Docket at the location provided
under the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, under the authority
delegated to me by the Administrator,
the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) proposes to amend part 39 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

2. FAA amends Section 39.13 by
adding a new airworthiness directive
(AD) to read as follows:

Raytheon Aircraft Company: Docket No.
2000-CE-15-AD.

(a) What airplanes are affected by this AD?
This AD affects the following airplanes,
certificated in any category:

Beech Model A36
serial numbers E-3113 through E-3231
E-3233 through E-3263
E-3265 through E-3267
E-3269, E-3271, E-3273, and E-3277
Model B36TC
serial numbers EA-594 through EA-644

(b) Who must comply with this AD?
Anyone who wishes to operate any of the
above airplanes on the U.S. Register must
comply with this AD.

(c) What problem does this AD address?
The actions specified by this AD are intended
to correct the lack of a firewall seal and
consequent progression of fire and smoke
through the firewall panel into the flight
compartment or cabin in the event of an
engine compartment fire.

(d) What must I do to address this
problem? To address this problem, you must
accomplish the following actions:

Actions

Compliance time

Procedures

(1) Inspect for sealant between the faying sur-
faces of the part number (P/N) 109-361023—
13 tube assembly fitting and the P/N 36—

430054-69 upper firewall panel.

(i) If sealant is present, no further action is nec-

essary.

(ii) If sealant is not present, apply sealant to the

tube assembly and the upper firewall panel.

Inspection required within 50 hours time-in-
service after the effective date of this AD,
and sealant application required before fur-
ther flight after the inspection.

Accomplish all actions in accordance with the
ACCOMPLISHMENT INSTRUCTIONS sec-
tion of Raytheon mandatory Service Bulletin
SB 53-3375, Issued: December 1999.

(e) Can I comply with this AD in any other
way? You may use an alternative method of
compliance or adjust the compliance time if:

(1) Your alternative method of compliance
provides an equivalent level of safety; and

(2) The Manager, Wichita Aircraft
Certification Office (ACO), approves your
alternative. Submit your request through an
FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, who
may add comments and then send it to the
Manager, Wichita ACO.

Note: This AD applies to each airplane
identified in paragraph (a) of this AD,
regardless of whether it has been modified,
altered, or repaired in the area subject to the
requirements of this AD. For airplanes that
have been modified, altered, or repaired so
that the performance of the requirements of
this AD is affected, the owner/operator must
request approval for an alternative method of
compliance in accordance with paragraph (e)
of this AD. You should include in the request
an assessment of the effect of the
modification, alteration, or repair on the
unsafe condition addressed by this AD; and,
if you have not eliminated the unsafe
condition, specific actions you propose to
address it.

(f) Where can I get information about any
already-approved alternative methods of
compliance? You can contact Jeff Pretz,
Aerospace Engineer, Wichita Aircraft
Certification Office, FAA, 1801 Airport Road,
Mid-Continent Airport, Wichita, Kansas

67209; telephone: (316) 946—4153; facsimile:
(316) 946—4407.

(g) What if I need to fly the airplane to
another location to comply with this AD? The
FAA can issue a special flight permit under
sections 21.197 and 21.199 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197 and
21.199) to operate your airplane to a location
where you can accomplish the requirements
of this AD.

(h) How do I get copies of the documents
referenced in this AD? You may obtain copies
of the documents referenced in this AD from
Raytheon Aircraft Company, P.O. Box 85,
Wichita, Kansas 67201-0085; telephone:
(800) 429-5372 or (316) 676—3140; on the
Internet at <http://www.raytheon.com/rac/
servinfo/53-3375.pdf>. This file is in Adobe
Portable Document Format. The Acrobat
Reader is available at <http://
www.adobe.com/>. You may examine this
document at FAA, Central Region, Office of
the Regional Counsel, 901 Locust, Room 506,
Kansas City, Missouri 64106.

Issued in Kansas City, Missouri, on August
9, 2000.
Michael Gallagher,

Manager, Small Airplane Directorate, Aircraft
Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 00-20778 Filed 8—15-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-U

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

17 CFR Parts 210 and 240

[Release No. 33-7880; 34-43133; File No.
S7-13-00]

Revision of the Commission’s Auditor
Independence Requirements

AGENCY: Securities and Exchange
Commission.
ACTION: Notice of additional hearings.

SUMMARY: On June 27, 2000, the
Securities and Exchange Commission
proposed rule amendments regarding
auditor independence (copies of the
Proposing Release are available on the
Commission’s website at
<www.sec.gov/rules/proposed/34—
42994 .htm>). On July 26, 2000, the
Commission held an initial public
hearing in Washington, D.C. on its
proposed rule amendments. We are now
announcing that we will hold additional
public hearings on the proposed rule
amendments on September 13, 2000 in
New York, New York and on September
20, 2000 in Washington, D.C. The
purpose of the hearings is to give the
public the opportunity to present views
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