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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of the Secretary

Notice of the National Agricultural
Research, Extension, Education, and
Economics Advisory Board Meeting

AGENCY: Research, Education, and
Economics, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5
U.S.C. App., the United States
Department of Agriculture announces a
meeting of the National Agricultural
Research, Extension, Education, and
Economics Advisory Board.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
National Agricultural Research,
Extension, Education, and Economics
Advisory Board, which represents 30
constituent categories, as specified in
section 802 of the Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996
(Pub. L. 104-127), has scheduled a
National Agricultural Research,
Extension, Education, and Economics
Advisory Board Meeting, July 25, 2000.

On Tuesday, July 25, the Advisory
Board will sponsor a “Cutting-Edge
Science and Technology Meeting” at
Radisson Governor’s Inn, Research
Triangle Park, North Carolina. The
objective of this meeting will be to
heighten the understanding by the
Advisory Board and USDA officials of
cutting-edge science and advanced
technologies that are not ordinarily
considered to be part of the agricultural
research portfolio, but are likely to have
dramatic impacts on U.S. food,
agriculture, and related natural
resources. Distinguished speakers will
present research in exciting key science
and advanced technologies, and will
discuss possible implications for
agriculture. The Advisory Board
members four focus areas are:

A. Information Technologies,

B. Biotechnology (including but not
limited to genomics and proteinomics),

C. Nanotechnology, and

D. E-Commerce.

If you wish to be a speaker or to
nominate a speaker for Advisory Board
consideration, please forward speaker
names, phone numbers, and a brief
summary, outline, or similar indication
of their latest work in one of the four
topic areas above to the contact person
below. Names for speakers will be
reviewed and final selections will be
made by the Advisory Board and its
Executive Committee. There will be a
reception from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on
Monday evening, July 24, at the
Radisson Governor’s Inn, where
members of the Advisory Board will
have an opportunity to interact with
speakers and the general public. The
“Cutting-Edge Science and Technology
Meeting”” will begin promptly at 9 a.m.
on Tuesday, July 25, and continue until
approximately 4:30 p.m. At 4:30 p.m,
there is an optional tour of North
Carolina State University’s Genetics
Science Center. On the morning of
Wednesday, July 26, at 9 a.m., the
Advisory Board members and guests
will tour areas of the Research Triangle
Park facilities that would be of interest
to agricultural-related topics. The
second tour will end around noon with
return of the members to the Radisson
Governor’s Inn. This entire meeting will
be open to the public. After members
and speakers are boarded, the tours will
be available to guests on a first come
basis as space allows on the buses. No
travel expenses will be provided to
speaker not on the agenda. Public
comments will be welcome near the end
of the full-day meeting (July 25), as
noted on a forthcoming agenda. Also
written comments will be accepted for
public record up to 2 weeks following
the Board meeting. Final agenda will be
available to the public prior to the
meeting.

DATES: July 24—6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.—
Reception with the Advisory Board.

July 25—9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.—
General Session; 4:30 p.m. to 7:00
p-m.—North Carolina State University;
Tour (1Y2 hours at NCSU).

July 26—9:00 a.m. to Noon—Tour of
Research Triangle Park Facilities.
PLACE: Radisson Governor’s Inn (Rooms
to be announced), I-40, Exit 280, Davis
Drive, Research Triangle Park, North
Carolina.

Type of Meeting: Open to the public.

Comments: The public may file
written comments before or after the
meeting with the contact person. All
statements will become a part of the
official records of the National
Agricultural Research, Extension,
Education, and Economics Advisory
Board and will be kept on file for public
review in the Office of the Advisory
Board; Research, Education, and
Economics; U.S. Department of
Agriculture; Washington, DC 20250—
2255.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Deborah Hanfman, Executive Director,
National Agricultural Research,
Extension, Education, and Economics
Advisory Board, Research, Education,
and Economics Advisory Board Office,
Room 344A Jamie L. Whitten Building,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, STOP:
2255, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-2255.
Telephone: 202-720-3684, Fax: 202—
720-6199, or e-mail: Ishea@reeusda.gov.
Done at Washington, DC this 12th day of
May 2000.
I. Miley Gonzalez,

Under Secretary, Research, Education, and
Economics.

[FR Doc. 00-16059 Filed 6—-26—00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service
[No. LS-99-09]

United States Standards for Grades of
Feeder Cattle

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Marketing
Service is changing the official U.S.
standards for grades of feeder cattle. The
changes adjust the minimum
requirements for the muscle thickness
grades and increase the number of
grades from three to four to
accommodate thicker muscled cattle
and reflect current marketing practices.
Also, the frame size grades are updated
(increased minimum weights) to reflect
the genetic changes that have taken
place in the cattle population since the
current standards were adopted in 1979.
Industry and other groups, including
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State Departments of Agriculture that
officially grade feeder cattle for
marketing programs, requested that
these changes be made. The updated
standards more accurately represent
today’s population of feeder cattle and
thus should provide the industry with
more meaningful market evaluations.
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Herbert C. Abraham, Chief,
Standardization Branch, Livestock and
Seed Program, Agricultural Marketing
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Room 2603 South Building, STOP 0254,
P.O. Box 96456, Washington, DC 20090—
6456, (202) 720—4486 or

Herbert. Abraham@usda.gov.

The updated U.S. Standards for
Grades of Feeder Cattle are available
either through the above addresses or by
accessing this web site http://
www.ams.usda.gov/Isg/stand/st-
pubs.htm.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
203(c) of the Agricultural Marketing Act
of 1946, as amended, directs and
authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture
“to develop and improve standards of
quality, condition, quantity, grade, and
packaging and recommend and
demonstrate such standards in order to
encourage uniformity and consistency
in commercial practices * * *”” AMS is
committed to carrying out this authority
in a manner that facilitates the
marketing of agricultural commodities
and makes copies of official standards
available upon request. The United
States Standards for Grades of Feeder
Cattle do not appear in the Code of
Federal Regulations but are maintained
by USDA.

AMS is updating the United States
Standards for Grades of Feeder Cattle
using the procedures that appear in part
36 of title 7 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (7 CFR Part 36). These
changes are the same as those proposed
in the September 23, 1999, Federal
Register (64 FR 51501).

Background

The United States Standards for
Grades of Feeder Cattle were last
modified September 2, 1979. These
grade standards were originally used
more extensively in the Eastern United
States where marketing feeder cattle by
commingling ownership and packaging
by grade and weight is popular due to
the small average cow herd size.
Nonetheless, the feeder cattle standards
have become the descriptive standards
of choice by most of the feeder cattle
industry nationwide. More importantly,
these standards have served to educate
the industry about the importance of

frame size in feeder cattle and how
frame size relates to an animal’s
predetermined, market ready weight.
Additionally, the standards emphasize
the importance of muscle thickness as it
relates to the beef cattle industry.
Significant changes (genetic and

management) have taken place in the
feeder cattle segment of the beef
industry since the 1979 grade standards
were adopted. The industry has moved
from essentially four basic breeds in the
1950’s to nearly 100 in the 1990’s,
resulting in a dramatic effect on the
basic genetics of the beef cattle
population. Consequently, feeder cattle
type—as it relates to mature size—has
also changed dramatically. This, linked
with changes that have occurred during
the same time period in feeder cattle
management practices, has caused a
growing concern by USDA that the
feeder cattle standards had become
outdated since their adoption 20 years
ago.

gThe feeder cattle grades are based on
differences in frame size and muscle
thickness—two of the most important
genetic factors affecting merit (value) in
feeder cattle. Frame size refers to the
animal’s skeletal size—its height and
body length—in relation to its age.
Frame size relates to the weight at
which, under normal feeding and
management practices, an animal will
produce a carcass of a given grade. Large
framed animals require a longer time in
the feedlot to reach a given grade and
will weigh more than a small-framed
animal would weigh at the same grade.
Muscle thickness is related to muscle-
to-bone ratio at a given degree of fatness
and hence, carcass yield grade. Thicker
muscled animals produce a higher
percentage yield of lean meat. The 1979
feeder cattle grades recognize three
frame size grades and three muscle
thickness grades. The three frame sizes
were Small Frame, Medium Frame and
Large Frame. The three muscle
thickness grades from the thickest to the
thinnest were No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3.

Proposed Standards

USDA entered into a project with
Colorado State University (CSU) funded
by the USDA, AMS, Federal/State
Market Improvement Program to
determine: (1) The live weights at which
the current population of Large,
Medium, and Small framed feeder steers
and heifers attain a degree of finish
associated with a carcass quality grade
of low Choice, and; (2) an effective
approach for stratification of feeder
cattle into muscle thickness categories
that reflect eventual differences in
carcass muscularity and ultimate USDA
Yield Grade.

Results of the CSU study showed that
the weight limits for Medium frame
cattle were too low. The consist of the
cattle population had changed
drastically over the past 20 years since
the standards were initiated. The
number of popular breeds in the 1970’s
was a mere handful compared to nearly
100 registered breeds today. Most of
these breeds are larger framed breeds
that have had quite an impact on the
mature and finished weights of our
cattle supply.

The inl()illjls}f(ry also saw a need to
change the muscling specifications so
thicker muscling is recognized. This
was particularly true at graded feeder
cattle sales, where under the 1979
system the very best muscled cattle
were sold in the same pen with cattle
that have muscling “close” to dairy
type. These restructured muscling
guidelines, recommended by the States
through the National Livestock Grading
and Marketing Association and used in
the CSU study, distribute cattle more
evenly among the muscle grades.

Therefore, it was proposed in a
September 23, 1999, Federal Register
notice that the minimum weights
specified for frame size grades be
increased to more accurately reflect
today’s beef cattle population. It was
also proposed to adjust the muscling
grades to more effectively identify
carcass USDA Yield Grade differences
among feeder cattle and reflect current
marketing practices.

Comments

A 60-day comment period, which
closed on November 23, 1999, was
provided for submission of comments.
The number of comments submitted
prior to the close of the comment period
was 11. In addition, four comments
were received after the close of the
comment period. These four comments
were similar to other timely received
comments that were supportive of the
proposed grade change. All submitted
comments are part of the public record
on the proposed change and are
available for public review. The number
of comments received from industry
segments is as follows: Rancher (1),
State Agricultural Associations (3), State
Departments of Agriculture (3),
University (1), Feedlot (2) and Feeder
cattle procurement (1).

Evaluation of Comments

Most of the comments supported the
proposed change to the feeder cattle
standards, stating that the proposed
standards would more accurately
represent the industry’s population of
feeder cattle in relation to frame size
and muscle scores. Four of the
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supporting comments further expressed
concern over the potential impact on the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME)
Feeder Cattle cash settlement price.
They requested AMS analyze the
potential impact on the current market
situation using the 1979 Feeder Cattle
standards and the proposed standards.
Market News evaluated a limited
number of markets during September/
October 1999 and November/December
1999. The evaluation determined the
number of cattle identified as No. 1
muscle score will decline, however the
average cost per hundred weight will
increase. This information will allow
the CME to make any appropriate
adjustments in feeder cattle future
contracts.

One comment focused on muscling
and its lack of importance to lean yield.
However, current research indicates that
truly heavy muscled cattle are not
sufficiently recognized by the current
standards to have an impact in the price
discovery process. One comment
interpreted the proposed standard as
being initiated by USDA, AMS and not
as an industry driven, research
supported modification to the current
standards. As discussed previously, the
update of the standards is supported by
the CSU study and the request for the
update was initiated by industry and
other groups, including State
Departments of Agriculture, that
officially grade feeder cattle for
marketing programs. The updated
standards more accurately represent
today’s population of feeder cattle and
thus should provide the industry with
more meaningful market evaluations.

In consideration of the submitted
public comments, and all other
available information, USDA is revising
the official U.S. Standards for Grades of
Feeder Cattle by modifying the frame
size parameters as shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1.—WEIGHT/FRAME SIZE

. Steers Heifers
Frame size weight, Ibs. | weight, Ibs.
Small ...ccoveeiviinnns <1100 <1000

TABLE 1.—WEIGHT/FRAME SIZE—

Continued
- Steers Heifers
Frame size weight, Ibs. | weight, Ibs.
Medium .......cccc..... 1100-1250 | 1000-1150
Large ....ccceeveviiinnns >1250 >1150

Also, the changes adjust the minimum
requirements for the muscle thickness
grades and increase the number of
grades from three (3) to four (4) to
accommodate thicker muscled cattle. In
order to allow the industry sufficient
time to update its current system, the
updated standards will be implemented
October 1, 2000.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 1621-1627.
Dated: June 21, 2000.
Barry L. Carpenter,

Deputy Administrator, Livestock and Seed
Program.

[FR Doc. 00-16150 Filed 6—-26—-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Food and Nutrition Service

Child and Adult Care Food Program:
National Average Payment Rates, Day
Care Home Food Service Payment
Rates, and Administrative
Reimbursement Rates for Sponsoring
Organizations of Day Care Homes for
the Period July 1, 2000-June 30, 2001

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice announces the
annual adjustments to: the national
average payment rates for meals and
supplements served in child care
centers, outside-school-hours care
centers, at-risk afterschool care centers,
and adult day care centers; the food
service payment rates for meals and
supplements served in day care homes;
and the administrative reimbursement
rates for sponsoring organizations of day
care homes, to reflect changes in the

Consumer Price Index. Further
adjustments are made to these rates to
reflect the higher costs of providing
meals in the States of Alaska and
Hawaii. The adjustments contained in
this notice are made on an annual basis
each July, as required by the statutes
and regulations governing the Child and
Adult Care Food Program (CACFP).

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Rothstein, Section Chief, Child
and Adult Care and Summer Programs
Section, Policy and Program
Development Branch, Child Nutrition
Division, Food and Nutrition Service,
USDA, Alexandria, Virginia, 22302,
(703) 305-2620.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Definitions

The terms used in this notice shall
have the meanings ascribed to them in
the regulations governing the CACFP (7
CFR part 226).

Background

Pursuant to sections 4, 11 and 17 of
the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act (NSLA) (42 U.S.C. 1753,
1759a and 1766), section 4 of the Child
Nutrition Act of 1966 (CNA) (42 U.S.C.
1773) and sections 226.4, 226.12 and
226.13 of the regulations governing the
CACFP (7 CFR part 226), notice is
hereby given of the new payment rates
for institutions participating in CACFP.
These rates shall be in effect during the
period July 1, 2000 through June 30,
2001.

As provided for under the NSLA and
the CNA, all rates in the CACFP must
be revised annually on July 1 to reflect
changes in the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) for the most recent 12-month
period. In accordance with this
mandate, the Department last published
the adjusted national average payment
rates for centers, the food service
payment rates for day care homes, and
the administrative reimbursement rates
for sponsors of day care homes on July
9, 1999 at 64 FR 37087 (for the period
July 1, 1999—June 30, 2000).
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