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public understanding of the arts and the
humanities.

If, in the course of discussion, it
becomes necessary for the Committee to
discuss non-public commercial or
financial information of intrinsic value,
the Committee will go into closed
session pursuant to subsection (c)(4) of
the Government in the Sunshine Act, 5
U.S.C. 552b. Any interested persons
may attend as observers, on a space
available basis, but seating is limited.
Therefore, for this meeting, individuals
wishing to attend must contact Shawn
Wray of the President’s Committee in
advance at (202) 682—5409 or write to
the Committee at 1100 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW, Suite 526, Washington,
DC 20506. Further information with
reference to this meeting can also be
obtained from Mr. Wray.

If you need special accommodations
due to a disability, please contact Mr.
Wray through the Office of
AccessAbility, National Endowment for
the Arts, 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20506, 202/
682-5532, TDY-TDD 202/682-5496, at
least seven (7) days prior to the meeting.

Dated: January 10, 2000.
Kathy Plowitz-Worden,

Panel Coordinator, Panel Operations,
National Endowment for the Arts.

[FR Doc. 00-918 Filed 1-13-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7537-01-M

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY BOARD

Public Hearing

The National Transportation Safety
Board will convene a public hearing
beginning at 9:00 a.m., local time on
Thursday, January 20-21, 2000, at the
Double Tree Hotel, 300 Canal Street,
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130
concerning Commercial Drivers License
and Medical Certification. For more
information, contact Barbara Czech,
NTSB Office of Highway Safety at (202)
314-6169 or Lauren Peduzzi and Phil
Frame, NTSB Office of Public Affairs at
(202) 314-6100.

Individuals requesting specific
accommodation should contact Mrs.
Carolyn Dargan on 202-314-6305 by
Friday, January 14, 2000.

Dated: January 11, 2000.

Rhonda Underwood,

Federal Register Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 00-926 Filed 1-13-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7533-01-M

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket No. 50-410]

Niagara Mohawk Power Corp.; Notice
of Consideration of Issuance of
Amendment to Facility Operating
License, Proposed No Significant
Hazards Consideration Determination,
and Opportunity for a Hearing

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (the Commission) is
considering issuance of an amendment
to Facility Operating License No. NPF—
69 issued to Niagara Mohawk Power
Corporation (the licensee) for operation
of the Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station,
Unit No. 2 (NMP2) located in Scriba,
Oswego County, New York.

The proposed amendment would
revise the reactor vessel material
coupon withdrawal schedule specified
in Technical Specifications (TS) Table
4.4.6.1.3—1, entitled “Reactor Vessel
Material Surveillance Program—
Withdrawal Schedule.” The current
surveillance schedule requires the
withdrawal of capsule number 1 at 10
effective full-power years (EFPY). The
revised surveillance schedule requires
the withdrawal of capsule number 1 at
8 EFPY. The existing TS 4.0.2 requires
each surveillance requirement to be
performed within the specified time
interval with a maximum allowable
extension not to exceed 25% of the
surveillance interval. Thus, the revised
surveillance schedule, together with the
existing TS 4.0.2, will require the
withdrawal of capsule number 1
between 8 EFPY and 10 EFPY (i.e.,
during the upcoming refueling outage
Refueling No. 7 (RFO7), estimated at 8.7
EFPY).

Before issuance of the proposed
license amendment, the Commission
will have made findings required by the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended
(the Act) and the Commission’s
regulations.

The Commission has made a
proposed determination that the
amendment request involves no
significant hazards consideration. Under
the Commission’s regulations in 10 CFR
50.92, this means that operation of the
facility in accordance with the proposed
amendment would not (1) involve a
significant increase in the probability or
consequences of an accident previously
evaluated; or (2) create the possibility of
a new or different kind of accident from
any accident previously evaluated; or
(3) involve a significant reduction in a
margin of safety. As required by 10 CFR
50.91(a), the licensee has provided its
analysis of the issue of no significant

hazards consideration, which is
presented below:

The operation of Nine Mile Point Unit 2,
in accordance with the proposed
amendment, will not involve a significant
increase in the probability or consequences
of an accident previously evaluated.

(1) The proposed change revises TS Table
4.4.6.1.3—1, titled “Reactor Vessel Material
Surveillance Program—Withdrawal
Schedule.” The current reactor vessel
material surveillance program schedules the
withdrawal of capsule number 1 at 10 EFPY.
The revised schedule would require
withdrawal of capsule number 1 at 8 EFFY.
Removal of the surveillance capsule in RF07,
for testing at an estimated 8.7 EFPY, satisfies
the requirements of the NMP2 surveillance
program. NMP2 satisfies the criteria in
Section I1I.C of Appendix H to 10 CFR part
50 (integrated surveillance program).
Compliance with the criteria of Section IIL.C
ensures that the effect of neutron irradiation
on the NMP2 reactor vessel beltline materials
will be monitored throughout the life of the
plant. Therefore, this change will not
significantly increase the consequences of
any previously evaluated accident. Since the
reactor vessel surveillance specimen capsules
and the results of analyses performed on the
specimens contained therein are not assumed
to be initiators of any design basis accident
or transient, this change does not involve a
significant increase in the probability of an
accident previously evaluated.

The operation of Nine Mile Point Unit 2,
in accordance with the proposed
amendment, will not create the possibility of
a new or different kind of accident from any
accident previously evaluated.

(2) The proposed change does not
introduce any new failure modes. Removal of
the surveillance capsule in RF07, for testing
at an estimated 8.7 EFPY, satisfies the
requirements of the NMP2 surveillance
program. NMP2 satisfies the criteria in
Section III.C of Appendix H (integrated
surveillance program). Compliance with the
Section III.C criteria ensures that the effect of
neutron irradiation on the NMP2 reactor
vessel beltline materials will be monitored
throughout the life of the plant. Therefore,
this proposed change would not create the
possibility of a new or different kind of
accident from any accident previously
evaluated.

The operation of Nine Mile Point Unit 2,
in accordance with the proposed
amendment, will not involve a significant
reduction in a margin of safety.

(3) Removal of the surveillance capsule in
RFO07 for testing at an estimated 8.7 EFPY,
satisfies the requirements of the NMP2
surveillance program. NMP2 satisfies the
criteria in Section III.C of Appendix H
(integrated surveillance program).
Compliance with the 10 CFR 50, Appendix
H, Section III.C criteria ensures that the effect
of neutron irradiation on the NMP2 reactor
vessel beltline materials will be monitored
throughout the life of the plant. Therefore,
the proposed amendment will not involve a
significant reduction in a margin of safety.

The NRC staff has reviewed the
licensee’s analysis and, based on this
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review, it appears that the three
standards of 10 CFR 50.92(c) are
satisfied. Therefore, the NRC staff
proposes to determine that the
amendment request involves no
significant hazards consideration.

The Commission is seeking public
comments on this proposed
determination. Any comments received
within 30 days after the date of
publication of this notice will be
considered in making any final
determination.

Normally, the Commission will not
issue the amendment until the
expiration of the 30-day notice period.
However, should circumstances change
during the notice period such that
failure to act in a timely way would
result, for example, in derating or
shutdown of the facility, the
Commission may issue the license
amendment before the expiration of the
30-day notice period, provided that its
final determination is that the
amendment involves no significant
hazards consideration. The final
determination will consider all public
and State comments received. Should
the Commission take this action, it will
publish in the Federal Register a notice
of issuance and provide for opportunity
for a hearing after issuance. The
Commission expects that the need to
take this action will occur very
infrequently.

Written comments may be submitted
by mail to the Chief, Rules and
Directives Branch, Division of
Administrative Services, Office of
Administration, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555—
0001, and should cite the publication
date and page number of this Federal
Register notice. Written comments may
also be delivered to Room 6D59, Two
White Flint North, 11545 Rockville
Pike, Rockville, Maryland, from 7:30
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Federal workdays.
Copies of written comments received
may be examined at the NRC Public
Document Room, the Gelman Building,
2120 L Street, NW., Washington, DC.

The filing of requests for hearing and
petitions for leave to intervene is
discussed below.

By February 14, 2000, the licensee
may file a request for a hearing with
respect to issuance of the amendment to
the subject facility operating license and
any person whose interest may be
affected by this proceeding and who
wishes to participate as a party in the
proceeding must file a written request
for a hearing and a petition for leave to
intervene. Requests for a hearing and a
petition for leave to intervene shall be
filed in accordance with the
Commission’s ‘“Rules of Practice for

Domestic Licensing Proceedings” in 10
CFR part 2. Interested persons should
consult a current copy of 10 CFR 2.714
which is available at the Commission’s
Public Document Room, the Gelman
Building, 2120 L Street, NW.,
Washington, DC, and accessible
electronically through the ADAMS
Public Electronic Reading Room link at
the NRC Web site (http://www.nrc.gov).
If a request for a hearing or petition for
leave to intervene is filed by the above
date, the Commission or an Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board, designated
by the Commission or by the Chairman
of the Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board Panel, will rule on the request
and/or petition; and the Secretary or the
designated Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board will issue a notice of hearing or
an appropriate order.

As required by 10 CFR 2.714, a
petition for leave to intervene shall set
forth with particularity the interest of
the petitioner in the proceeding, and
how that interest may be affected by the
results of the proceeding. The petition
should specifically explain the reasons
why intervention should be permitted
with particular reference to the
following factors: (1) The nature of the
petitioner’s right under the Act to be
made party to the proceeding; (2) the
nature and extent of the petitioner’s
property, financial, or other interest in
the proceeding; and (3) the possible
effect of any order which may be
entered in the proceeding on the
petitioner’s interest. The petition should
also identify the specific aspect(s) of the
subject matter of the proceeding as to
which petitioner wishes to intervene.
Any person who has filed a petition for
leave to intervene or who has been
admitted as a party may amend the
petition without requesting leave of the
Board up to 15 days prior to the first
prehearing conference scheduled in the
proceeding, but such an amended
petition must satisfy the specificity
requirements described above.

Not later than 15 days prior to the first
prehearing conference scheduled in the
proceeding, a petitioner shall file a
supplement to the petition to intervene
which must include a list of the
contentions which are sought to be
litigated in the matter. Each contention
must consist of a specific statement of
the issue of law or fact to be raised or
controverted. In addition, the petitioner
shall provide a brief explanation of the
bases of the contention and a concise
statement of the alleged facts or expert
opinion which support the contention
and on which the petitioner intends to
rely in proving the contention at the
hearing. The petitioner must also
provide references to those specific

sources and documents of which the
petitioner is aware and on which the
petitioner intends to rely to establish
those facts or expert opinion. Petitioner
must provide sufficient information to
show that a genuine dispute exists with
the applicant on a material issue of law
or fact. Contentions shall be limited to
matters within the scope of the
amendment under consideration. The
contention must be one which, if
proven, would entitle the petitioner to
relief. A petitioner who fails to file such
a supplement which satisfies these
requirements with respect to at least one
contention will not be permitted to
participate as a party.

Those permitted to intervene become
parties to the proceeding, subject to any
limitations in the order granting leave to
intervene, and have the opportunity to
participate fully in the conduct of the
hearing, including the opportunity to
present evidence and cross-examine
witnesses.

If a hearing is requested, the
Commission will make a final
determination on the issue of no
significant hazards consideration. The
final determination will serve to decide
when the hearing is held.

If the final determination is that the
amendment request involves no
significant hazards consideration, the
Commission may issue the amendment
and make it immediately effective,
notwithstanding the request for a
hearing. Any hearing held would take
place after issuance of the amendment.

If the final determination is that the
amendment request involves a
significant hazards consideration, any
hearing held would take place before
the issuance of any amendment.

A request for a hearing or a petition
for leave to intervene must be filed with
the Secretary of the Commission, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555—-0001, Attention:
Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff, or
may be delivered to the Commission’s
Public Document Room, the Gelman
Building, 2120 L Street, NW.,
Washington, DC, by the above date. A
copy of the petition should also be sent
to the Office of the General Counsel,
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001, and to
Mark J. Wetterhahn, Esquire, Winston &
Strawn, 1400 L Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20005-3502, attorney
for the licensee.

Nontimely filings of petitions for
leave to intervene, amended petitions,
supplemental petitions and/or requests
for hearing will not be entertained
absent a determination by the
Commission, the presiding officer or the
presiding Atomic Safety and Licensing
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Board that the petition and/or request
should be granted based upon a
balancing of the factors specified in 10
CFR 2.714(a)(1)(i)—(v) and 2.714(d).

For further details with respect to this
action, see the application for
amendment dated December 28, 1999,
which is available for public inspection
at the Commission’s Public Document
Room, the Gelman Building, 2120 L
Street, NW., Washington, DC, and
accessible electronically through the
ADAMS Public Electronic Reading
Room link at the NRC Web site (http:/
/www.nrc.gov).

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 10th day
of January 2000.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Peter S. Tam,

Senior Project Manager, Section 1, Project
Directorate 1, Division of Licensing Project
Management, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation.

[FR Doc. 00-974 Filed 1-13-00; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY
CORPORATION

Interest Assumption for Determining
Variable-Rate Premium; Interest on
Late Premium Payments; Interest on
Underpayments and Overpayments of
Single-Employer Plan Termination
Liability and Multiemployer Withdrawal
Liability; Interest Assumptions for
Multiemployer Plan Valuations
Following Mass Withdrawal

AGENCY: Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation.
ACTION: Notice of interest rates and
assumptions.

SUMMARY: This notice informs the public
of the interest rates and assumptions to
be used under certain Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation regulations. These
rates and assumptions are published
elsewhere (or are derivable from rates
published elsewhere), but are collected
and published in this notice for the
convenience of the public. Interest rates
are also published on the PBGC’s web
site (http://www.pbgc.gov).

DATES: The interest rate for determining
the variable-rate premium under part
4006 applies to premium payment years
beginning in January 2000. The interest
assumptions for performing
multiemployer plan valuations
following mass withdrawal under part
4281 apply to valuation dates occurring
in February 2000. The interest rates for
late premium payments under part 4007
and for underpayments and
overpayments of single-employer plan
termination liability under part 4062

and multiemployer withdrawal liability
under part 4219 apply to interest
accruing during the first quarter
(January through March) of 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Harold J. Ashner, Assistant General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation,
1200 K Street, NW., Washington, DC
20005, 202—-326—4024. (For TTY/TDD
users, call the Federal relay service toll-
free at 1-800-877-8339 and ask to be
connected to 202—-326—4024.)
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Variable-Rate Premiums

Section 4006(a)(3)(E)(iii)(II) of the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 (ERISA) and § 4006.4(b)(1)
of the PBGC’s regulation on Premium
Rates (29 CFR part 4006) prescribe use
of an assumed interest rate in
determining a single-employer plan’s
variable-rate premium. The rate is the
“applicable percentage” (currently 85
percent) of the annual yield on 30-year
Treasury securities for the month
preceding the beginning of the plan year
for which premiums are being paid (the
“premium payment year”). The yield
figure is reported in Federal Reserve
Statistical Releases G.13 and H.15.

The assumed interest rate to be used
in determining variable-rate premiums
for premium payment years beginning
in January 2000 is 5.40 percent (i.e., 85
percent of the 6.35 percent yield figure
for December 1999).

The following table lists the assumed
interest rates to be used in determining
variable-rate premiums for premium
payment years beginning between
February 1999 and January 2000.

The

For premium payment years assumed

beginning in interest

rate is
February 1999 .......cccccovviiiennnnnn. 4.39
March 1999 4.56
April 1999 ..... 4.74
May 1999 ...... 4.72
June 1999 .. 4.94
July 1999 ..o 5.13
August 1999 ... 5.08
September 1999 .. 5.16
October 1999 ....... 5.16
November 1999 ... 5.32
December 1999 ... 5.23
January 2000 .......ccccceeeiiiiieniineenne 5.40

Late Premium Payments;
Underpayments and Overpayments of
Single-Employer Plan Termination
Liability

Section 4007(b) of ERISA and
§4007.7(a) of the PBGC’s regulation on
Payment of Premiums (29 CFR part
4007) require the payment of interest on

late premium payments at the rate
established under section 6601 of the
Internal Revenue Code. Similarly,
§4062.7 of the PBGC’s regulation on
Liability for Termination of Single-
employer Plans (29 CFR part 4062)
requires that interest be charged or
credited at the section 6601 rate on
underpayments and overpayments of
employer liability under section 4062 of
ERISA. The section 6601 rate is
established periodically (currently
quarterly) by the Internal Revenue
Service. The rate applicable to the first
quarter (January through March) of
2000, as announced by the IRS, is 8
percent.

The following table lists the late
payment interest rates for premiums and
employer liability for the specified time
periods:

Interest
From— Through— rate
(percent)
10/1/92 .....cccveeee 6/30/94 7
7/1/94 ... 9/30/94 8
10/1/94 .... 3/31/95 9
4/1/95 ...... 6/30/95 10
7/1/95 ...... 3/31/96 9
4/1/96 ... 6/30/96 8
7/1/96 3/31/98 9
4/1/98 12/31/98 8
1/1/99 3/31/99 7
411199 ... 3/31/00 8

Underpayments and Overpayments of
Multiemployer Withdrawal Liability

Section 4219.32(b) of the PBGC’s
regulation on Notice, Collection, and
Redetermination of Withdrawal
Liability (29 CFR part 4219) specifies
the rate at which a multiemployer plan
is to charge or credit interest on
underpayments and overpayments of
withdrawal liability under section 4219
of ERISA unless an applicable plan
provision provides otherwise. For
interest accruing during any calendar
quarter, the specified rate is the average
quoted prime rate on short-term
commercial loans for the fifteenth day
(or the next business day if the fifteenth
day is not a business day) of the month
preceding the beginning of the quarter,
as reported by the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System in
Statistical Release H.15 (“Selected
Interest Rates’’). The rate for the first
quarter (January through March) of 2000
(i.e., the rate reported for December 15,
1999) is 8.50 percent.

The following table lists the
withdrawal liability underpayment and
overpayment interest rates for the
specified time periods:
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