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receipt of the denial (weekends, legal
holidays, and the date of receipt
excluded). Clearly mark your appeal
letter and envelope “Privacy Act
Appeal.” Your appeal letter must
include a copy of your original request
for amendment and the denial letter,
along with any additional
documentation or argument you wish to
submit in favor of amending the records.
It must be signed by you or your
officially designated representative.

(g) Responses to appeals. The General
Counsel, or his or her designee, will
normally render a decision on the
appeal within thirty working days after
proper receipt of the written appeal by
the General Counsel. If additional time
to make a determination is necessary
you will be advised in writing of the
need for an extension.

(1) Amendment appeal granted. If on
appeal the General Counsel, or his or
her designee, determines that
amendment of the record should take
place, you will be notified as soon as
possible of the Foundation’s decision.
The notification will describe the
amendment made and include a copy of
the amended record, in disclosable
form.

(2) Amendment appeal denied—
Statement of disagreement. If on appeal
the General Counsel, or his or her
designee, upholds a denial of a request
for amendment of records, you will be
notified in writing of the reasons why
the appeal was denied and advised of
your right to seek judicial review of the
decision. The letter will also notify you
of your right to file with the Foundation
a concise statement setting forth the
reasons for your disagreement with the
refusal of the Foundation to amend the
record. The statement should be sent to
the Privacy Act Officer, who will ensure
that a copy of the statement is placed
with the disputed record. A copy of the
statement will be included with any
subsequent disclosure of the record.

(h) Records not subject to
amendment. The following records are
not subject to amendment:

(1) Transcripts of testimony given
under oath or written statements made
under oath;

(2) Transcripts of grand jury
proceedings, judicial proceedings, or
quasi-judicial proceedings, which are
the official record of those proceedings;

(3) Pre-sentence records that
originated with the courts; and

(4) Records in systems of records that
have been exempted from amendment
under Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a(j) or
(k) by notice published in the Federal
Register.

§613.5 Exemptions.

(a) Fellowships and other support.
Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(k)(5), the
Foundation hereby exempts from the
application of 5 U.S.C. 552a(c)(3) and
(d) any materials which would reveal
the identity of references of fellowship
or other award applicants or nominees,
or reviewers of applicants for Federal
contracts (including grants and
cooperative agreements) contained in
any of the following systems of records:

(1) “Fellowships and Other Awards,”

(2) “Principal Investigator/Proposal
File and Associated Records,”

(3) “Reviewer/ Proposal File and
Associated Records,” and

(4) “Reviewer/Fellowship and Other
Awards File and Associated Records.”

(b) OIG Files Compiled for the
Purpose of a Criminal Investigation and
for Related Purposes. Pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(j)(2), the Foundation hereby
exempts the system of records entitled
“Office of Inspector General
Investigative Files,” insofar as it
consists of information compiled for the
purpose of a criminal investigation or
for other purposes within the scope of
5 U.S.C. 552a(j)(2), from the application
of 5 U.S.C. 552a, except for subsections
(b), (c)(1) and (2), (e)(4) (A) through (F),
(e)(6), (7), (9), (10) and (11), and (i).

(c) OIG and ACA Files Compiled for
Other Law Enforcement Purposes.
Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(k)(2), the
Foundation hereby exempts the systems
of records entitled “Office of Inspector
General Investigative Files”” and
“Antarctic Conservation Act Files”
insofar as they consist of information
compiled for law enforcement purposes
other than material within the scope of
5 U.S.C. 552a(j)(2), from the application
of 5 U.S.C. 552a(c)(3), (d), (e)(1),
(e)(4)(G), (H), and (I), and (f).

(d) Investigations of Scientific
Misconduct. Pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552a(k)(2) and (k)(5), the Foundation
hereby exempts from the application of
5 U.S.C. 552a(c)(3) and (d) any materials
which would reveal the identity of
confidential sources of information
contained in the following system of
records: “Debarment/Scientific
Misconduct Files.”

(e) Personnel Security Clearances.
Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(k)(5), the
Foundation hereby exempts from the
application of 5 U.S.C. 552a(c)(3) and
(d) any materials which would reveal
the identity of confidential sources of
information contained in the following
system of records: ‘““Personnel Security.”

(f) Applicants for Employment.
Records on applicants for employment
at NSF are covered by the Office of
Personnel Management (OPM)
government-wide system notice

“Recruiting, Examining and Placement
Records.” These records are exempted
as claimed in 5 CFR 297.501(b)(7).

(g) Other records. The Foundation
may also assert exemptions for records
received from another agency that could
properly be claimed by that agency in
responding to a request.

§613.6 Other rights and services.

Nothing in this subpart shall be
construed to entitle any person, as of
right, to any service or to the disclosure
of any record to which such person is
not entitled under the Privacy Act.

Lawrence Rudolph,

General Counsel.

[FR Doc. 00-5268 Filed 3—3—00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7555-01-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 73

[DA No. 00-373, MM Docket No. 99-36; RM—
9372]

Radio Broadcasting Services;
Kaukauna and Denmark, WI

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This document substitutes
Channel 285C3 for Channel 285A at
Kaukauna, Wisconsin, reallots Channel
285C3 to Denmark, Wisconsin, and
modifies the license for Station WPCK
to specify operation on Channel 285C3
at Denmark in response to a petition
filed by Midwest Dimensions, Inc. See
64 FR 7843. February 17, 1999. The
coordinates for Channel 285C3 at
Denmark are 44—24-38 and 87—34-20.
With this action, this proceeding is
terminated.

EFFECTIVE DATE: April 14, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathleen Scheuerle, Mass Media
Bureau, (202) 418—-2180

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
summary of the Commission’s Report
and Order, MM Docket No. 99-36,
adopted February 16, 2000, and released
February 29, 2000. The full text of this
Commission decision is available for
inspection and copying during normal
business hours in the Commission’s
Reference Center, 445 12th Street, SW,
Washington, DC. The complete text of
this decision may also be purchased
from the Commission’s copy
contractors, International Transcription
Services, Inc., 1231 20th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC. 20036, (202) 857—3800,
facsimile (202) 857—3805.
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Radio broadcasting.

Part 73 of title 47 of the Code of
Federal Regulations is amended as
follows:

PART 73—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for Part 73
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 154, 303, 334 and 336.

§73.202 [Amended]

2. Section 73.202(b), the Table of FM
Allotments under Wisconsin, is
amended by removing Channel 285A at
Kaukauna and adding Denmark,
Channel 285C3.

Federal Communications Commission.
John A. Karousos,

Chief, Allocations Branch, Policy and Rules
Division, Mass Media Bureau.

[FR Doc. 00-5144 Filed 3—3-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

49 CFR Part 571
[Docket No. NHTSA-2000-6994]
RIN 2127-AH84

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards; School Bus Body Joint
Strength

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA),
Department of Transportation.
ACTION: Final rule; technical
amendment; response to petition to
delay effective date.

SUMMARY: On November 5, 1998,
NHTSA published a final rule that
amended Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 221, School Bus Body
Joint Strength (49 CFR 571.221), and
announced an effective date of May 5,
2000 for those amendments. This
document delays the effective date of
that final rule until May 5, 2001. This
document also makes a technical
amendment by correcting a technical
error in that final rule.

DATES: This rule is effective April 5,
2000. Any petitions for reconsideration
of this final rule must be received by
NHTSA no later than April 20, 2000.
The effective day of May 5, 2000 for the
final rule published at 63 FR 59732,
Nov. 5, 1998 amending § 571.221 is
delayed until May 5, 2001.

ADDRESSES: Petitions for reconsideration
should refer to the docket number for

this action and be submitted to:
Administrator, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, 400
Seventh St., SW, Washington, DC
20590.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
technical issues you may call: Mr.
Charles Hott, Office of Crashworthiness
Standards, at (202) 366—-0247. Mr. Hott’s
FAX number is: (202) 493—-2739.

For legal issues, you may call Ms.
Dorothy Nakama, Office of the Chief
Counsel, at (202) 366—-2992. Her FAX
number is: (202) 366—3820.

You may send mail to both of these
officials at the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, 400 Seventh
Street, SW, Washington, DC 20590.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 221, School Bus Body
Joint Strength, (49 CFR 571.221)
(Standard No. 221), is to reduce deaths
and injuries resulting from the
structural collapse of school bus bodies
during crashes. Standard No. 221
establishes requirements for the strength
of the “body panel joints” in school bus
bodies.

Final Rule of November 5, 1998

In a final rule published on November
5,1998 (63 FR 59732), NHTSA
enhanced the applicability of Standard
No. 221 and made a number of other
changes. At present, Standard No. 221
applies only to school buses with a
gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR)
more than 4536 kg (10,000 pounds). The
standard also specifies strength
requirements for each “body panel
joint,” currently defined as the area of
contact or close proximity between the
edges of a body panel and another body
component, excluding spaces designed
for ventilation or another functional
purpose, and excluding doors,
windows, and maintenance access
panels (MAPs).

The November 5, 1998 final rule
extended the applicability of Standard
No. 221 to school buses with a GVWR
of 4536 kg (10,000 pounds) or less* and
narrowed the exclusion of MAPs from
the joint strength requirements. Except
as noted below, the final rule also
required panels to be attached at least at
every 203 millimeters (8 inches) and
required body panel joints to withstand
a tensile strength of 60 percent of the
tensile strength of the weakest joined
body panel. The final rule excluded two
groups of MAPs from these
requirements: MAPs outside of the
passenger area; and MAPs smaller than
a specified size inside the passenger

1Referred to below as small school buses.

area. The final rule also excluded
certain joints from the standard’s tensile
strength requirements, i.e., joints from
which a test sample cannot be obtained
because of the joint’s size or the
curvature of the panels comprising the
joint.

The final rule also simplified the
definition of “maintenance access
panel” and adopted a definition of
‘“passenger compartment”’ based on the
definition in Standard No. 217, Bus
Emergency Exits and Window Retention
and Release (49 CFR 571.217). In
determining minimum allowable joint
strength, the final rule (reversing a 1978
interpretation letter) included a new
S6.2(c) specifying that the cross-
sectional area of material removed to
facilitate the installation of fasteners
shall be considered in determining the
tensile strength of the weakest joined
body panel.

NHTSA specified that the final rule
would take effect 18 months after
Federal Register publication. The
agency had proposed the 18 month lead
time in the notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM). No commenter
addressed the lead time issue. In the
final rule, NHTSA explained why 18
months was believed to provide
sufficient lead time for manufacturers to
accomplish any necessary redesign,
retooling, testing, and marketing
strategy to meet the requirements
established in the final rule. NHTSA
noted many manufacturers of small
school buses already offer their
customers the option of buying those
buses with body panel joints that meet
Standard No. 221. NHTSA stated its
belief that at least some of the tooling
needed to meet the changes mandated
by the final rule were already in place
but that some additional tooling may be
required for all small school buses to be
produced in compliance with Standard
No. 221. The agency also stated that
maintenance access panels in both large
and small school buses might need to be
redesigned and tested (that could be
accomplished in 18 months) in order to
meet the new requirements.

Petitions for Reconsideration

NHTSA received petitions for
reconsideration of the final rule from
AmTran Corporation, Blue Bird Body
Company, and Thomas Built Buses. The
petitioners asked for reconsideration of
decisions regarding issues such as
whether the standard would apply to
joints from which a test sample cannot
be made; the number of fasteners for
curved and complex joints; whether the
term ‘“‘automotive’ type joints should be
defined; whether the term ‘“‘bus body”
should exclude structures forward of the
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