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1 ASR controls Dardanelle & Russellville
Railroad, Inc. (D&RR), and the Ouachita Railroad
(Ouachita). It is not clear from prior filings with the
Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC), the Board’s
predecessor, that appropriate approval was
authorized by the ICC, of the control by ASR of
D&RR and Ouachita. Therefore, to ensure that ASR
is in compliance with the Board’s statutory
provisions, exemption for ASR’s control of D&RR
and Ouachita will also be covered by this notice.

2 The Board, under 49 U.S.C. 10502, exempted
from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C.

10903, the abandonment by Railroad Ventures, Inc.,
of the 35.7-mile line extending from milepost 0.0
at Youngstown, OH, to milepost 35.7 at Darlington,
PA, and a connecting 1-mile line segment near
Negley, OH, and the discontinuance of service over
the line by The Ohio & Pennsylvania Railroad
Company (OHPA). See Railroad Ventures, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—Between Youngstown,
OH, and Darlington, PA, in Mahoning and
Columbiana Counties, OH, and Beaver County, PA,
STB Docket No. AB–556 (Sub-No. 2X), et al. (STB
served Sept. 3, 1999). On November 8, 1999,
Columbiana County Port Authority (CCPA) filed an
offer of financial assistance (OFA) to purchase the
entire line of railroad. This proceeding is currently
pending. The OFA does not cover a connecting 3-
mile line segment from milepost 0.0 to milepost
¥3.0 between Youngstown and Struthers, OH.
Portions of this 3-mile segment are apparently
owned separately by OHPA, Allied Erecting and
Dismantling Company, Inc., and Darlington Pipe
Company, Inc./Matteson Equipment. CCPA has a
tentative agreement with OHPA concerning the
portion of the 3-mile segment that OHPA owns and
intends to negotiate with other property owners to
obtain the right to operate over their respective
portions.

3 Under 49 CFR 1150.32(b), notices of exemption
become effective 7 days after being filed. Here, the
effective date is calculated from November 23,
1999, when supplemental information was filed by
CCPR.

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: H.
Jeff Warren, (202) 565–1533. TDD for
the hearing impaired: (202)565–1695.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Additional information is contained in
the Board’s decision. To purchase a
copy of the full decision, write to, call,
or pick up in person from: DC NEWS &
DATA, INC., Suite 210, 1925 K Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20423–0001,
telephone (202) 289–4357. [Assistance
for the hearing impaired is available
through TDD services (202) 565–1695.]

This action will not significantly
affect either the quality of the human
environment or energy conservation.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 605(b), we
conclude that our action will not have
a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities
within the meaning of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.

Decided: December 17, 1999.
By the Board, Chairman Morgan, Vice

Chairman Clyburn, and Commissioner
Burkes.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 99–33337 Filed 12–22–99; 8:45 am]
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Arkansas Short Line Railroads, Inc.—
Continuance in Control Exemption—
Central Columbiana & Pennsylvania
Railway, Inc.; Dardanelle & Russellville
Railroad, Inc.; and the Ouachita
Railroad

Arkansas Short Line Railroads Inc.
(ASR), has filed a notice of exemption
under 49 CFR 1180.2(d)(2) to continue
in control of Central Columbiana &
Pennsylvania Railway, Inc. (CCPR),
upon CCPR’s becoming a Class III
railroad.1 This transaction is related to
STB Finance Docket No. 33818, Central
Columbiana & Pennsylvania Railway,
Inc.—Lease and Operation Exemption—
Columbiana County Port Authority,
wherein CCPR seeks to lease and
operate 35.7 miles of rail line.2

ASR states that consummation of the
transaction is contingent on the
approval and acceptance of the OFA
filed by CCPA to acquire the line that
CCPR will operate and that CCPR has
agreed to commence operations on the
line at the earliest possible date after all
approvals have been acquired and/or
granted. The earliest date that the
transaction could have been
consummated was November 30, 1999,
the effective date of the exemption.3

According to ASR, it is the controlling
corporate owner of the stock of D&RR
and Ouachita and, following
consummation of the transactions, it
will control, through stock ownership
and management, D&RR, Ouachita, and
CCPR. ASR states that: the railroads will
not connect with one another; the
transaction is not part of a series of
anticipated transactions that would
connect the railroads with each other or
any railroad in their corporate family;
and the transaction involves only Class
III rail carriers. Therefore, the
transaction is exempt from the prior
approval requirements of 49 U.S.C.
11323–25. See 49 CFR 1180.2(d)(2).

Under 49 U.S.C. 10502(g), the Board
may not use its authority to relieve a rail
carrier of its statutory obligation to
protect the interests of its employees.
Section 11326(c), however, does not
provide for labor protection for
transactions under sections 11324 and
11325 that involve only Class III rail
carriers. Because this transaction
involves Class III rail carriers only, the
Board, under the statute, may not
impose labor protective conditions for
this transaction.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke will not
automatically stay the transaction.

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 33817, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, Office
of the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925
K Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of each
pleading must be served on Richard H.
Streeter, 1401 Eye Street, N.W., Suite
500, Washington, DC 20005.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

Decided: December 16, 1999.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 99–33182 Filed 12–22–99; 8:45 am]
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The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Railway Company—Trackage Rights
Exemption—Union Pacific Railroad
Company

Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP)
has agreed to grant limited overhead
trackage rights to The Burlington
Northern and Santa Fe Railway
Company between Roseville, CA, in the
vicinity of UP’s milepost 106.6 (Valley
Subdivision), and Binney Junction, CA,
in the vicinity of UP’s milepost 141.9
(Valley Subdivision).

The transaction is scheduled to be
consummated on December 21, 1999.

The purpose of the trackage rights is
to facilitate southbound directional train
operations between Roseville and
Binney Junction.

As a condition to this exemption, any
employees affected by the trackage
rights will be protected by the
conditions imposed in Norfolk and
Western Ry. Co.—Trackage Rights—BN,
354 I.C.C. 605 (1978), as modified in
Mendocino Coast Ry., Inc.—Lease and
Operate, 360 I.C.C. 653 (1980).

This notice is filed under 49 CFR
1180.2(d)(7). If it contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
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1 The Board, under 49 U.S.C. 10502, exempted
from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C.
10903, the abandonment by Railroad Ventures, Inc.,
of the 35.7-mile line and a connecting 1-mile line
segment near Negley, OH, and the discontinuance
of service over the line by The Ohio & Pennsylvania
Railroad Company (OHPA). See Railroad Ventures,
Inc.—Abandonment Exemption—Between
Youngstown, OH, and Darlington, PA, in Mahoning
and Columbiana Counties, OH, and Beaver County,
PA, STB Docket No. AB–556 (Sub-No. 2X), et al.
(STB served Sept. 3, 1999). On November 8, 1999,
CCPA filed an offer of financial assistance (OFA) to
purchase the entire line of railroad. This proceeding
is currently pending. The OFA does not cover a
connecting 3-mile line segment from milepost 0.0
to milepost ¥3.0 between Youngstown and
Struthers, OH. Portions of this 3-mile segment are
apparently owned separately by OHPA, Allied
Erecting and Dismantling Company, Inc. (Allied
Erecting), and Darlington Pipe Company, Inc./
Matteson Equipment (Matteson).

2 CCPR states that Matteson has indicated a
willingness to negotiate with CCPR and that CCPR
will seek to negotiate an agreement with Allied
Erecting in the near future.

3 In issuing this notice, the Board is making no
ruling on the contractual rights of the parties.
Therefore, by invoking the class exemption, CCPR
has the right to perform common carrier service to
the extent that it has or obtains the property rights
to enable it to carry out the service.

4 Under 49 CFR 1150.32(b), notices of exemption
become effective 7 days after being filed. Here, the
effective date is calculated from November 23,
1999, when supplemental information was filed by
CCPR.

a petition to revoke will not
automatically stay the transaction.

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 33834, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, Office
of the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925
K Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, one copy of each
pleading must be served on Yolanda
Grimes Brown, Esq, The Burlington
Northern and Santa Fe Railway
Company, P. O. Box 961039, Fort
Worth, TX 76161-0039.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

Decided: December 17, 1999.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 99–33336 Filed 12–22–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P
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Central Columbiana & Pennsylvania
Railway, Inc.—Lease and Operation
Exemption— Columbiana County Port
Authority

Central Columbiana & Pennsylvania
Railway, Inc. (CCPR), a noncarrier and
wholly owned subsidiary of Arkansas
Short Line Railroads, Inc. (ASR), has
filed a notice of exemption under 49
CFR 1150.31 to lease and operate 35.7
miles of rail line from Columbiana
County Port Authority (CCPA)
extending from milepost 0.0 at or near
Youngstown, OH, to milepost 35.7 at or
near Darlington, PA.1 CCPR states that a
tentative agreement has been reached
with OHPA that will allow CCPR to
operate over the 35.7-mile line and the

portion of the connecting 3-mile
segment that is owned by OHPA. In
order for CCPR to interchange with CSX
Transportation, Inc., at milepost ¥3.0 at
or near Struthers and with Norfolk
Southern Railway Company at milepost
¥1.5 at Haselton Yard, CCPR states that
it hopes to take advantage of the existing
easements whereby OHPA is operating
over the portions of the line that it does
not own. If it is unable to do so, CCPR
will seek to negotiate agreements with
other property owners 2 so that it will be
able to perform railroad operations over
the entire line of railroad.3

CCPR states that consummation of the
transaction is contingent on the
approval and acceptance of the OFA
filed by CCPA to acquire the line and
that CCPR has agreed to commence
operations on the line at the earliest
possible date after all approvals have
been acquired and/or granted. The
earliest date that the transaction could
have been consummated was November
30, 1999, the effective date of the
exemption.4

This transaction is related to STB
Finance Docket No. 33817, Arkansas
Short Line Railroads, Inc.—Continuance
in Control Exemption—Central
Columbiana & Pennsylvania Railway,
Inc.; Dardanelle & Russellville Railroad,
Inc.; and the Ouachita Railroad,
wherein ASR seeks to continue in
control of Dardanelle & Russellville,
Inc., the Ouachita Railroad, and CCPR,
upon CCPR’s becoming a Class III
railroad.

If this notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke does not
automatically stay the transaction.

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 33818, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, Office
of the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925
K Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of each
pleading must be served on Richard H.
Streeter, 1401 Eye Street, N.W., Suite
500, Washington, DC 20005.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

Decided: December 16, 1999.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 99–33181 Filed 12–22–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P
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Fiscal Service

Application Renewal Fees Imposed on
Surety Companies and Reinsuring
Companies; Increase in Fees Imposed

AGENCY: Financial Management Service,
Fiscal Service, Department of the
Treasury.
ACTION: Application and Renewal Fees
Imposed on Surety Companies and
Reinsuring Companies; Increase in Fees
Imposed.

SUMMARY: Effective December 31, 1999,
the Department of the Treasury,
Financial Management Service, is
increasing the fees it imposes on and
collects from surety companies and
reinsuring companies.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Surety Bond Branch, (202) 874–6765.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The fees
imposed and collected, as referred to in
31 CFR 223.22, cover the costs incurred
by the Government for services
performed relative to qualifying
corporate sureties to write Federal
business. These fees are determined in
accordance with the Office of
Management and Budget Circular A–25,
as amended. The increase in fees is the
result of a thorough analysis of costs
associated with the Surety Bond Branch.

The new fee rate schedule is as
follows:

(1) Examination of a company’s
application for a Certificate of Authority
as an acceptable surety or as an
acceptable reinsuring company on
Federal bonds—$4,950.

(2) Determination of a company’s
continued qualification for annual
renewal of its Certificate of Authority—
$2,900.

(3) Examination of a company’s
application for recognition as an
Admitted Reinsurer (except on excess
risks running to the United States)—
$1,750.

(4) Determination of a company’s
continued qualification for annual
renewal of its authority as an Admitted
Reinsurer—$1,235.
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