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purpose and need for revision to be
considered valid. One of the alternatives
to be examined is the ‘‘no-action
alternative.’’ This is a required
alternative that represents continuation
of management under the 1985 Forest
Plan, as amended. Alternatives are
developed in response to public issues,
management concerns, and resource
opportunities identified during the
scoping process. In describing
alternatives, desired vegetation and
resource conditions will be defined.

Involving the Public
The Forest Service is seeking

information and comments from
individuals, organizations and federal,
state, and local agencies who may be
interested in or affected by the proposed
action (36 CFR 219.6).

Public participation will be solicited
by notifying in person and/or by mail,
known interested and affected publics.
News releases will be used to give the
public general notice, and public
involvement opportunities will be
offered at various locations. Public
participation activities may include
written comments, open houses, focus
groups and collaborative forums.

Public participation will be sought
throughout the revision process and will
be especially important at several points
along the way. The first formal
opportunity to comment is during the
scoping process (40 CFR 1501.7). Public
open houses are scheduled in four
communities at the following locations
and dates.
October 12—Weber County Library, 131

South 7400 East, Huntsville, Utah,
4:00–7:00 p.m.

October 13—Salt Lake City-County
Building, 451 South State Street, Salt
Lake City, 4:00–7:00 p.m.

October 14—Logan Ranger District
Office, 1500 East Highway 89, Logan,
Utah, 4:00–7:00 p.m.

October 19—School Board Room, 129
2nd Street, Mountain View,
Wyoming, 5:00–8:00 p.m.

Release and Review of the EIS
The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement (EIS) is expected to be filed
with the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and to be available for
public comment in June of 2000. At that
time, the EPA will publish a notice of
availability in the Federal Register. The
comment period on the Draft EIS will be
at least 90 days from the date the EPA
publishes the notice of availability in
the Federal Register, as required by the
planning regulations.

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings

related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of the Draft EIS must structure
their participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions;
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v.
NRDC. 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the DEIS stage but are not
raised until after completion of the Final
Environmental Impact Statement (Final
EIS) may be waived or dismissed by the
courts; City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.
2d 1016, 1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and
Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490
F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980).
Because of these court rulings, it is very
important that those interested in this
proposed action participate by the close
of the comment period so that
substantive comments and objectives
are made available to the Forest Service
at a time when it can meaningfully
consider them and respond to them in
the Final EIS.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concerns on the proposed programmatic
actions, comments on the Draft EIS
should be as specific as possible. It is
also helpful if comments refer to
specific pages or chapters of the draft
statement. Comments may also address
the adequacy of the Draft EIS or the
merits of the alternatives formulated
and discussed in the statements.
Reviewers may wish to refer to the
Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations for implementing the
procedural provisions of the National
Environmental Policy Act at 40 CFR
1503.3 in addressing these points.

After the comment period ends on the
Draft EIS, comments will be analyzed,
considered, and responded to by the
Forest Service in preparing the Final
EIS. The Final EIS is scheduled to be
completed in December of 2000. The
responsible official will consider the
comments, responses, and
environmental consequences discussed
in the Final EIS, and applicable laws,
regulations, and policies in making
decisions regarding the revision. The
responsible official will document the
decisions and reasons for the decisions
in a Record of Decision for the revised
plan. The decisions will be subject to
appeal in accordance with 36 CFR part
217. Jack A. Blackwell, Intermountain
Regional Forester, is the responsible
official for this EIS.

Dated: September 21, 1999.
Pam Gardiner,
Deputy Wasatch-Cache Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 99–25027 Filed 9–27–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: On July 27, 1998, and July 6,
1999, the Secretary of the Army and the
Secretary of Agriculture, respectively,
signed a joint interchange order
authorizing the transfer of
administrative jurisdiction of 63.12
acres, more or less, lying within the
Wayne National Forest in Washington
County, Ohio, from the Department of
Agriculture to the Department of the
Army. Furthermore, the order transfers
from the Department of the Army to the
Department of Agriculture 23.74 acres,
more or less, lying adjacent to the
exterior boundaries of the Wayne
National Forest, Washington County,
Ohio, for inclusion in the Wayne
National Forest. The 45-day
Congressional oversight requirement of
the Act of July 26, 1956 (70 Stat. 656;
16 U.S.C. 505a, 505b) has been met. A
copy of the Joint Order, as signed, and
Exhibits A, B, and C, which describe the
lands and interests therein being
conveyed, are set out at the end of this
notice.
EFFECTIVE DATE: The order is effective
September 28, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David M. Sherman, Lands Staff, Forest
Service, USDA, PO Box 96090,
Washington, DC 20090–6090,
Telephone: (202) 205–1362.

Dated: September 3, 1999.
Gloria Manning,
Associate Deputy Chief, National Forest
System.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

WILLOW ISLAND LOCKS AND DAM,
WAYNE NATIONAL FOREST, WASHINGTON
COUNTY, OHIO

Joint Order Interchanging Administrative
Jurisdiction of Department of the Army
Lands and National Forest Lands

By virtue of the authority vested in the
Secretary of the Army and in the Secretary
of Agriculture by the Act of July 26, 1956 (70
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Stat. 656; 16 U.S.C. Sections 505a and 505b),
as amended, it is ordered as follows:

(1) The lands under the jurisdiction of the
Department of the Army identified in Exhibit
A, attached hereto and made a part hereof,
are hereby transferred from the jurisdiction of
the Secretary of the Army to the jurisdiction
of the Department of Agriculture, subject to
outstanding rights or interests of record, and
flowage easement rights over the portion of
the premises below elevation 608 feet mean
sea level, as set out in Exhibit B. These lands
were acquired by the United States in
connection with the Willow Island Locks and
Dam Project and are adjacent to the exterior
boundary of the Wayne National Forest,
Ohio.

(2) Flowage easements described in Exhibit
B, over the lands identified in Exhibit C,

attached hereto and made a part hereof, are
hereby transferred from the jurisdiction of
the Secretary of Agriculture to the
jurisdiction of the Department of the Army,
subject to outstanding rights or easements of
record. The Secretary of Agriculture retains
such rights in said lands as are not
inconsistent with the flowage easement rights
transferred herein. These lands are a part of
the Wayne National Forest, Ohio, and are
subject to flooding by the operation of the
Willow Island Locks and Dam project.

(3) Pursuant to Section 2 of the aforesaid
Act of July 26, 1956, the Department of the
Army lands transferred to the Secretary of
Agriculture by this order are hereby subject
to the laws applicable to lands acquired
under the Act of March 1, 1911 (38 Stat. 961),
as amended. The interests in land transferred

to the Secretary of the Army by this order
shall hereafter be subject to the laws
applicable to the Department of the Army
lands comprising the Willow Island Locks
and Dam project.

This order will be effective as of the date
of publication in the Federal Register.

Dated: July 27, 1998.

Louis Caldera,
Secretary of the Army.

Dated: July 6, 1999.

Dan Glickman,
Secretary of Agriculture.
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[FR Doc. 99–24958 Filed 9–27–99; 8:45 am]
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