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including but not limited to the brief
keyed RF signals specified in
§ 87.187(y).

(2) An automated unicom must
monitor the unicom frequency prior to
transmission, and provide a brief delay
between the aircraft’s interrogating
signal and the automatic unicom’s
response.

(3) Automated advisory transmissions
must be as brief as possible, and must
never exceed one minute in length.

(4) An automated unicom may not
provide weather information at an
airport that has an operational, FAA-
certified, automatic weather facility,
unless the unicom itself is certified by
the FAA.

(5) If weather information is provided
by an automated unicom:

(i) weather sensors must be placed in
order to adequately represent the
weather conditions at the airport(s) to be
served;

(ii) the weather information must be
proceeded by the word ‘‘advisory;’’

(iii) the phrase ‘‘automated advisory’’
must be included when the weather
information was gathered by real-time
sensors or within the last minute; and,

(iv) the time and date of the last
update must be included when the
weather information was not gathered
within the last minute.

(c) Only one automated unicom may
be operated at an uncontrolled airport.
Prior to the operation of an automated
unicom at an airport with more than one
unicom licensee, all of the licensees at
that airport must sign a letter of
agreement stating which licensee(s)
control the automated unicom
operations, and, if control is to be
shared among several operators, how
that control will be divided or
scheduled. The original or a copy of the
letter of agreement must be kept with
each licensees’ station records. Within
90 days of the date upon which a new
unicom operator is licensed at an airport
where more than one unicom is
authorized, and an automated unicom is
being operated, an amended letter of
agreement that includes the new
licensee’s signature must be signed or
automated unicom operations must
cease.

13. Section 87.261 is amended by
adding paragraphs (e) and (f) to read as
follows:

§ 87.261 Scope of service.

* * * * *
(e) Mobile units may be operated

under an aeronautical enroute station
authorization so long as the units are
limited to use at an airport and are only
used to communicate with aircraft on
the ground or the associated

aeronautical enroute station. Mobile
units are further limited to operation on
the VHF frequencies listed in
87.263(a)(1).

(f) Mobile units licensed under
paragraph (e) of this section shall not be
operated on air traffic control
frequencies, nor cause harmful
interference to, communications on air
traffic control frequencies.

14. Section 87.419 is revised to read
as follows:

§ 87.419 Supplemental eligibility.
Only one control tower or RCO will

be licensed at an airport.
15. Section 87.475 is amended by

adding paragraph (e) to read as follows:

§ 87.475 Frequencies.
* * * * *

(e) Frequencies available for
differential GPS stations. Frequencies in
the 112–118 MHz band may be assigned
to Special Category I (SCAT–I) ground
stations for differential GPS data links.

(1) The frequencies available are on
25 kHz centers with the lowest
assignable frequency being centered at
112.000 MHz and the highest assignable
frequency being centered at 117.950
MHz.

(2) Applicants must coordinate a
frequency, time slot assignment, and
three-letter identifier with the FAA and
provide this information to the
Commission upon application.

16. Subpart S is amended by revising
the heading to read as follows:

Subpart S—Automatic Weather
Stations (AWOS/ASOS)

17. Section 87.525 is revised to read
as follows:

§ 87.525 Scope of service.
Automatic weather observation

stations (AWOS) and automatic surface
observation stations (ASOS) must
provide up-to-date weather information
including the time of the latest weather
sequence, altimeter setting, wind speed
and direction, dew point, temperature,
visibility and other pertinent data
needed at airports having neither a full-
time control tower nor a full-time FAA
Flight Service Station. When a licensee
has entered into an agreement with the
FAA, an AWOS or an ASOS may also
operate as an automatic terminal
information station (ATIS) during the
control tower’s operating hours.

18. Section 87.527 is amended by
revising paragraphs (b) and (c) to read
as follows:

§ 87.527 Supplemental eligibility.
* * * * *

(b) Eligibility for an AWOS, an ASOS,
or an ATIS is limited to the owner or

operator of an airport or to a person who
has entered into a written agreement
with the owner or operator for exclusive
rights to operate and maintain the
station. Where applicable a copy of the
agreement between the applicant and
owner or operator of the airport must be
submitted with an application.

(c) Only one AWOS, ASOS, or ATIS
will be licensed at an airport.

19. Section 87.529 is amended by
revising the fourth and fifth sentences to
read as follows:

§ 87.529 Frequencies.

* * * Normally, frequencies available
for air traffic control operations set forth
in subpart E will be assigned to an
AWOS, ASOS, or to an ATIS. When a
licensee has entered into an agreement
with the FAA to operate the same
station as both an AWOS and as an
ATIS, or as an ASOS and an ATIS, the
same frequency will be used in both
modes of operation.

[FR Doc. 99–12173 Filed 5–19–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 990304062–9062–01; I.D.
051299E]

Fisheries of the Economic Exclusive
Zone Off Alaska; Groundfish Fisheries
by Vessels Using Hook-and-Line Gear
in the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for groundfish by vessels using
hook-and-line gear in the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA), except for sablefish or demersal
shelf rockfish. This action is necessary
because the second seasonal bycatch
mortality allowance of Pacific halibut
apportioned to hook-and-line gear
targeting groundfish other than sablefish
or demersal shelf rockfish in the GOA
has been reached.
DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), May 18, 1999, until
1200 hours, A.l.t., September 1, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
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according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The Final 1999 Harvest Specifications
of Groundfish for the GOA (64 FR
12094, March 11, 1999) established the
Pacific halibut bycatch mortality
allowance for groundfish included in
the other hook-and-line fishery, which
is defined at § 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(C), for
the second season, the period May 18,
1999, through August 31, 1999, as 15
metric tons. The other hook-and-line
fishery includes all groundfish, except
sablefish and demersal shelf rockfish.

In accordance with § 679.21(d)(7)(ii),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has

determined that the second seasonal
apportionment of the 1999 Pacific
halibut bycatch mortality allowance
specified for the hook-and-line
groundfish fisheries other than sablefish
or demersal shelf rockfish in the GOA
has been caught. Consequently, NMFS
is prohibiting directed fishing for
groundfish other than sablefish or
demersal shelf rockfish by vessels using
hook-and-line gear in the GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification
This action responds to the best

available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately in order to
prevent overharvesting the second
seasonal apportionment of the 1999
Pacific halibut bycatch mortality
allowance specified for the groundfish
fisheries other than sablefish or
demersal shelf rockfish by vessels using

hook-and-line gear in the GOA. A delay
in the effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. The
second seasonal bycatch mortality
allowance of Pacific halibut apportioned
to hook-and-line gear targeting
groundfish other than sablefish or
demersal shelf rockfish in the GOA has
been reached. NMFS finds for good
cause that the implementation of this
action cannot be delayed for 30 days.
Accordingly, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a
delay in the effective date is hereby
waived.

This action is required by § 679.21
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: May 14, 1999.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–12748 Filed 5–17–99; 3:39 pm]
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