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of the functions of the Agency,
including whether the information shall
have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of
the Agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: March 22, 1999.
Linda Engelmeier,
Departmental Forms Clearance Officer, Office
of Management and Organization.
[FR Doc. 99–7415 Filed 3–25–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–21–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[Docket No. 990217051–9051–01]

National Weather Service
Modernization and Associated
Restructuring

AGENCY: National Weather Service
(NWS), NOAA, Commerce.
ACTION: Notice and opportunity for
public comment.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
requirements of Public Law 102–567,
the NWS is publishing proposed
certifications for the consolidation,
automation, and closure of the
following:

(1) Fort Smith, Arkansas, Weather
Service Office (WSO) which will be
automated at FAA Weather Observation
Service Level C and have its services
consolidated into the future Tulsa,
Oklahoma, and Little Rock, Arkansas,
Weather Forecast Offices (WFOs); and

(2) Kahului, Hawaii, WSO which will
be automated at Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) Weather
Observation Service Level C and have
its services consolidated into the future
Honolulu, Hawaii, WFO.

Certifications are also proposed for
the automation and closure of the
following WSOs at the indicated FAA
Weather Observation Service Level:

(1) Beckley, West Virginia, WSO
which will be automated at FAA
Weather Observation Service Level D

and with services being provided by the
future Charleston, West Virginia, and
Roanoke, Virginia, WFOs;

(2) Boston, Massachusetts, Residual
Weather Service Office (RWSO) which
will be automated at FAA Weather
Observation Service Level A with
services being provided by the future
Boston, Massachusetts, WFO;

(3) Concord, New Hampshire, WSO
which will be automated at FAA
Weather Observation Service Level D
with services being provided by the
future Portland, Maine, and Boston,
Massachusetts, WFOs;

(4) Hartford, Connecticut, WSO which
will be automated at FAA Weather
Observation Service Level A with
services being provided by the future
Boston, Massachusetts; New York City;
and Albany, New York, WFOs;

(5) Portland, Maine, RWSO which
will be automated at FAA Weather
Observation Service Level C with
services being provided by the future
Portland, Maine, WFO;

(6) Providence, Rhode Island, WSO
which will be automated at FAA
Weather Observation Service Level A
with services being provided by the
future Boston, Massachusetts, WFO; and

(7) Worcester, Massachusetts, WSO
which will be automated at FAA
Weather Observation Service Level C
with services being provided by the
future Boston, Massachusetts, WFO.
Additionally, certifications are proposed
for the closure of the following offices:

(1) Olympia, Washington, Fire
Weather Office with services being
provided by the future Seattle/Tacoma,
Washington, WFO;

(2) Salem, Oregon, Fire Weather
Office with services being provided by
the future Portland, Oregon, WFO; and

(3) Wenatchee, Washington, Fire
Weather Office with services being
provided by the future Spokane,
Washington, WFO. In accordance with
Public Law 102–567, the public will
have 60 days in which to comment on
these proposed certifications.
DATES: Comments are requested by May
26, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Requests for copies of
proposed certification packages should
be sent to Tom Beaver, Room 11426,
1325 East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20910–3283, telephone 301–
713–0300. All comments should be sent
to Tom Beaver at the above address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tom
Beaver at 301–713–0300 extension 141.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to section 706 of Public Law 102–567,
the Secretary of Commerce must certify
that consolidation, automation, and/or
closure of an NWS field office will not

result in a degradation of service to the
affected area of responsibility and must
publish the proposed certifications in
the Federal Register. Documentation
supporting these proposed certifications
includes the following:

(1) For all certifications: a draft
memorandum by the meteorologist in
charge recommending the certification,
the final of which will be concurred
with by the Regional Director and the
Assistant Administrator of the NWS if
appropriate, after consideration of
public comments and completion of
consultation with the Modernization
Transition Committee (the Committee);

(2) For all certifications: a description
of local weather characteristics and
weather-related concerns which affect
the weather services provided within
the service area;

(3) For all certifications: a comparison
of services provided within the service
area to services to be provided after
such action;

(4) For all certifications: a description
of any recent or expected modernization
of NWS operations which will enhance
services in the service area;

(5) For all certifications: an
identification of any area within the
affected service area which would not
receive coverage (at an elevation of
10,000 feet) by the Doppler weather
surveillance radar network (WSR–88D);

(6) For consolidation certifications:
evidence, based upon operational
demonstration of modernized NWS
operations, which was considered in
reaching the conclusion that no
degradation in service would result
from such action, including the WSR–
88D Radar Commissioning Report, User
Confirmation of Services Report, and
the Decomissioning Readiness Report;

(7) For automation certifications:
evidence, based upon operational
demonstration of modernized NWS
operations, which was considered in
reaching the conclusion that no
degradation in service will result from
such action, including the Automated
Surface Observing System (ASOS)
commissioning report; series of three
letters between NWS and FAA
confirming weather services will
continue in full compliance with
applicable flight aviation rules after
ASOS commissioning; Surface Aviation
Observation Transition Checklist
documenting transfer of augmentation
and back-up responsibility from NWS to
FAA; successful resolution of ASOS
user confirmation of services
complaints; and an inplace
supplementary data program at the
responsible WFO;

(8) For closure certifications, where
appropriate: warning and forecast

VerDate 23-MAR-99 18:36 Mar 25, 1999 Jkt 183247 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\26MRN1.XXX pfrm08 PsN: 26MRN1



14704 Federal Register / Vol. 64, No. 58 / Friday, March 26, 1999 / Notices

verification statistics for pre-
modernized and modernized services
utilized in determining services have
not been degraded;

(9) For closure certifications: an Air
Safety Appraisal for offices which are
located on an airport; and

(10) For all certifications: a letter
appointing the liaison officer. These
proposed certifications do not include
any report of the Committee which
could be submitted in accordance with
sections 706(b)(6) and 707(c) of Public
Law 102–567. In December 1995, the
Committee decided to forego the
optional consultation on proposed
certifications. Instead, the Committee
would only review certifications after
the public comment period closed so its
consultation would include the benefit
of public comments which has been
submitted. This notice does not include
the complete certification package
because it is too voluminous to publish.
Copies of certification packages and
supporting documentation can be
obtained through the contact listed
above.

Once all public comments have been
received and considered, the NWS will
complete consultation with the
Committee and determine whether to
proceed with the final certification. If a
decision to certify is made, the Secretary
of Commerce must publish final
certifications in the Federal Register
and transmit the certifications to the
appropriate congressional committees
prior to consolidating, automating, and
closing the office.

Dated: March 19, 1999.
John J. Kelly, Jr.,
Assistant Administrator for Weather Services.
[FR Doc. 99–7437 Filed 3–25–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–KE–M

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Adjustment of Import Limits for Certain
Cotton and Man-Made Fiber Textile
Products Produced or Manufactured in
the Dominican Republic

March 22, 1999.
AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).
ACTION: Issuing a directive to the
Commissioner of Customs adjusting
limits.

EFFECTIVE DATE: March 26, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Naomi Freeman, International Trade
Specialist, Office of Textiles and

Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce,
(202) 482–4212. For information on the
quota status of these limits, refer to the
Quota Status Reports posted on the
bulletin boards of each Customs port,
call (202) 927–5850, or refer to the U.S.
Customs website at http://
www.customs.ustreas.gov. For
information on embargoes and quota re-
openings, call (202) 482–3715.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority: Section 204 of the Agricultural

Act of 1956, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1854);
Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 1972, as
amended.

The current limit for Categories 339/
639 is being increased for special shift,
reducing the limit for Categories 338/
638 to account for the special shift being
applied.

A description of the textile and
apparel categories in terms of HTS
numbers is available in the
CORRELATION: Textile and Apparel
Categories with the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (see
Federal Register notice 63 FR 71096,
published on December 23, 1998). Also
see 63 FR 63297, published on
November 12, 1998.
Troy H. Cribb,
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements.

Committee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements
March 22, 1999.
Commissioner of Customs,
Department of the Treasury, Washington, DC

20229.
Dear Commissioner: This directive

amends, but does not cancel, the directive
issued to you on November 5, 1998, by the
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements. That directive
concerns imports of certain cotton, wool and
man-made fiber textile products, produced or
manufactured in the Dominican Republic
and exported during the twelve-month
period which began on January 1, 1999 and
extends through December 31, 1999.

Effective on March 26, 1999, you are
directed to adjust the current limits for the
following categories, as provided for under
the Uruguay Round Agreement on Textiles
and Clothing:

Category Adjusted twelve-month
limit 1

338/638 .................... 896,412 dozen.
339/639 .................... 1,136,921 dozen.

1 The limits have not been adjusted to ac-
count for any imports exported after December
31, 1998.

The Committee for the Implementation of
Textile Agreements has determined that
these actions fall within the foreign affairs
exception of the rulemaking provisions of 5
U.S.C. 553(a)(1).

Sincerely,
Troy H. Cribb,
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements.
[FR Doc. 99–7482 Filed 3–25–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DR–F

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Adjustment of an Import Limit for
Certain Cotton Textile Products
Produced or Manufactured in Egypt

March 22, 1999.

AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).
ACTION: Issuing a directive to the
Commissioner of Customs reducing a
limit.

EFFECTIVE DATE: March 26, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Roy
Unger, International Trade Specialist,
Office of Textiles and Apparel, U.S.
Department of Commerce, (202) 482–
4212. For information on the quota
status of this limit, refer to the Quota
Status Reports posted on the bulletin
boards of each Customs port, call (202)
927–5850, or refer to the U.S. Customs
website at http://
www.customs.ustreas.gov. For
information on embargoes and quota re-
openings, call (202) 482–3715.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority: Section 204 of the Agricultural

Act of 1956, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1854);
Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 1972, as
amended.

The current limit for Categories 338/
339 is being reduced for carryforward
and special carryforward applied to the
1998 limits.

A description of the textile and
apparel categories in terms of HTS
numbers is available in the
CORRELATION: Textile and Apparel
Categories with the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (see
Federal Register notice 63 FR 71096,
published on December 23, 1998). Also
see 63 FR 54114, published on October
8, 1998; and 63 FR 63709, published on
November 16, 1998.
Troy H. Cribb,
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements.

Committee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements
March 22, 1999.
Commissioner of Customs,
Department of the Treasury, Washington, DC

20229.
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