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The EA considers the environmental
consequences of two alternatives. The
proposed action is the issuance of the
ITP based upon the submittal of the
HCP. This action is based on a
preliminary determination by the
Service that the HCP will satisfy the
requirements of Section 10(a)(2)(B) of
the Act. By this alternative, the HCP
conserves RHS by restricting timber
management activities in optimal and
moderately suitable habitat. Optimal
habitat occupies about 1,340 acres with
steep (> 27 degree) slopes, underlain by
the Tallahatta formation, with a forest
dominated by deciduous trees. Timber
harvests, if any, in optimal habitat will
be limited to single tree selection while
maintaining a forest canopy coverage
over at least 90 percent of a site. To
minimize disturbance to soils and
destruction of RHS burrows, no
vehicular logging equipment will
operate within optimal habitat. Felled
timber will be pulled from preferred
habitat by cable from vehicular or other
logging equipment located in adjacent
habitat. Also, timber regeneration will
occur naturally without site preparation
or planting. Moderately suitable RHS
habitat consists of slopes 18 to 27
degrees on either the Tallahatta or
Hatchetigbee formations, with naturally
occurring mixed hardwood-pine and
pine-hardwood forest types. Timber
harvests by single tree selection will be
conducted while maintaining a forest
canopy cover over at least 65 percent of
a site, followed by natural regeneration.
In marginally suitable to unsuitable RHS
habitat on slopes of less than 18 degrees
within the Tallahatta or Hatchetigbee
formations, the Applicant will use a full
array of forest management practices,
including uneven-aged management,
even-aged management with clear
cutting, site preparation, and artificial
and natural regeneration.

RHS populations in marginally
suitable habitat will be significantly
reduced or eliminated as a result of
clear cutting, site preparation, and
conversion to pine forests. Because RHS
are more common and abundant in
optimal habitat, the HCP will conserve
core RHS populations where most RHS
exist. The conservation of RHS in
optimal habitat is consistent with the
Service’s recovery plan for the species.
Populations in moderately suitable
habitat may be extirpated or they may
persist following timber harvests with
vehicular logging equipment and a
reduction in the forest canopy to 65
percent coverage of a site. The HCP also
includes maintaining forest buffer zones
adjacent to optimal habitat, staff training
to implement the conservation plan,

funding, and monitoring and reporting
of management actions.

The second alternative in the EA is
the no action alternative in which the
Service would not issue the ITP. The
basis for this alternative would be the
failure of the Applicant to satisfy
requirements of Section 10(a)(2)(B) of
the Act for permit issuance. Without the
authority to incidentally take RHS, the
Applicant is expected to avoid timber
harvesting and related forest
management actions in habitat occupied
by the RHS to reduce or eliminate the
possibility of illegally taking the RHS.

As stated above, the Service has made
a preliminary determination that the
issuance of this ITP is not a major
Federal action significantly affecting the
quality of the human environment
within the meaning of Section 102(2)(C)
of NEPA and will result in the FONSI.
This preliminary determination is based
on information in the EA and HCP. The
determination may be revised due to
public comment received in response to
this notice. An excerpt from the FONSI
reflecting the Service’s finding on the
application is provided below:

Based on the analysis conducted by
the Service, it has been determined that:

1. Issuance of an ITP would not have
significant effects on the human
environment in the project area.

2. The proposed take is incidental to
an otherwise lawful activity.

3. The Applicant has ensured that
adequate funding will be provided to
implement the measures proposed in
the submitted HCP.

4. Other than impacts to endangered
and threatened species as outlined in
the documentation of this decision, the
indirect impacts which may result from
issuance of the ITPs are addressed by
other regulations and statutes under the
jurisdiction of other government
entities. The validity of the Service’s
ITPs are contingent upon the
Applicants’ compliance with the terms
of their permits and all other laws and
regulations under the control of State,
local, and other Federal governmental
entities.

The Service will also evaluate
whether the issuance of a Section
10(a)(1)(B) ITP complies with Section 7
of the Act by conducting an intra-
Service Section 7 consultation. The
results of the Section 7 biological
opinion, in combination with the above
findings, will be used in the final
analysis to determine whether or not to
issue the ITP.

Dated: January 27, 1997.
Noreen K. Clough,
Regional Director.
[FR Doc. 97-2579 Filed 1-31-97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Indian Gaming
AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of approved Tribal/State
Compact.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to 25 U.S.C. § 2710,
of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of
1988 (Pub. L. 100-497), the Secretary of
the Interior shall publish, in the Federal
Register, notice of approved Tribal/State
Compacts for the purpose of engaging in
Class Il (casino) gambling on Indian
reservations. The Assistant Secretary—
Indian Affairs, Department of the
Interior, through her delegated
authority, has approved the Tribal/State
Gaming Compact between the Citizen
Band Potawatomi Indian Tribe and the
State of Oklahoma, which was executed
on December 5, 1996.
DATES: February 3 1997.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
George T. Skibine, Director, Indian
Gaming Management Staff, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Washington, D.C. 20240,
(202) 219-4068.

Dated: January 24, 1997.
Ada E. Deer,
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs.
[FR Doc. 97-2551 Filed 1-31-97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-02-P

Bureau of Land Management
[CA-067-7122-6606; CACA-35511]

Environmental Impact Statement/
Environmental Impact Report for the
Proposal Imperial Project, California

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Amendment.

SUMMARY: In the Federal Register of
November 1, 1996 (Vol. 61, p. 56567), a
notice was published pertaining to the
availability of the draft Environmental
Impact Statement/Environmental
Impact Report for the proposed Imperial
Project. This amends that notice.
Because of expressed interest, a
public hearing will be held at the
Barbara Worth Convention Center in
Holtville, California at 6:30 PST to 8:30
PST on Thursday February 6, 1997.
Furthermore, the comment period on
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the draft Environmental Impact
Statement/Environmental Impact Report
is extended an additional 13 days
through February 13, 1997. Written
comments should be sent to the Bureau
of Land Management, 1661 South
Fourth Street, El Centro, California,
92251, Attention: Keith Shone, and
must be delivered or postmarked no
later than February 13, 1997.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Keith Shone (619) 337-4412 or Thomas
Zale (619) 337-4420.

Dated: January 28, 1997.
Thomas Zale,
Acting Area Manager.
[FR Doc. 97-2607 Filed 1-31-97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-40-P

[NM-070-1610-00]

Change of Mailing Address; New
Mexico

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the new
mailing address of the Bureau of Land
Management, Farmington District
Office, Farmington New Mexico AND
the new mailing address and physical
location of the Farmington Indian
Minerals Office (FIMO).

DATES: February 3, 1997.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary McCloskey, Administrative
Officer, Bureau of Land Management,
Farmington District Office, 505-599—
8920.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Interior’s Bureau of Land
Management, New Mexico State,
Farmington District Office is changing
their mailing address effective February
3, 1997. The new mailing address will
be: Bureau of Land Management,
Farmington District Office, 1235 La
Plata Highway, Suite A, Farmington,
New Mexico 87401.

The Department of Interior’s
Farmington Indian Minerals Office
(FIMO) is changing their mailing
address and physical location. The new
mailing address and physical location
will be. Farmington Indian Minerals
Office (FIMO), 1235 La Plata Highway,
Suite B, Farmington, New Mexico
87401.

Dated: January 28, 1997.
Joel E. Farrell,
Acting District Manager.
[FR Doc. 97-2582 Filed 1-31-97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-FB-M

[CA-018-1990-02]

Recreation Management; Final
Supplementary Rules; California

ACTION: Final supplementary rules.

SUMMARY: Establishment of
Supplemental Rules for the management
of recreational suction dredging only on
Public Lands and associated waters that
are withdrawn from mineral entry.
These rules would apply to all mineral
withdrawn lands administered by the
Folsom Resource Area.

Casual use mineral hunting is allowed
without a permit in the above defined
areas. Casual use mineral hunting is
defined as removing gold from the
ground using gold pans, sluice boxes,
hand shovels, metal detectors, or picks.
Casual use mineral hunting does not
include any activity using suction
dredges, machinery, water pumps, or
explosives.

The use of any suction dredge or
water pump (power sluicing) is allowed
with a Special Recreation Permit issued
by the Bureau of Land Management,
Folsom Resource Area. Using machinery
to remove rock and soil above the water
level of a river or stream, commonly
referred to as ““highbanking”’, is not
allowed. Permits will not be issued for
areas designated wild rivers under the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

Any persons camping in areas open to
camping must comply with the
established 14 day camping limit
published in the Federal Register on
October 26, 1983. Exceptions to this
established rule will be only with a
Special Recreation Permit authorizing
the holder to camp longer than 14 days.

Persons holding a Special Recreation
Use Permit who fail to follow the
stipulations shall have the permit
revoked by the Authorized Officer.

No person shall:

1. Operate or possess a suction dredge
or water pump (power sluice) without a
valid Special Recreation Permit. The
definition of possess includes having a
suction dredge in the water or on the
shore adjacent to water.

2. Remove soil or rock above the
water level with any machinery
(commonly referred to as
“highbanking™).

3. Camp over the established 14-day
limit without having a valid Special
Recreation Use Permit.

4. Operate or possess a suction dredge
or water pump (power sluice) in
violation of California permit
requirements or California established
seasons. Supplemental Rule Number 4
shall apply to all public lands
administered by the Folsom Resource
Area Office.

Any person who fails to comply with
these Supplemental Rules may be
subject to fines up to $100,000 and/or
imprisonment not to exceed 12 months.
These penalties are specified by title 43
of the United States Code, section 303
and title 18 of the United States Code,
section 3623.

DATES: This rule will be in effect on
March 1, 1997 and is permanent until
canceled, amended, or replaced.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contact
Deane Swickard, Area Manager, Bureau
of Land Management, Folsom Resource
Area, 63 Natoma Street, Folsom, CA
95630, (916) 985-4474.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Public
Lands withdrawn from mineral entry
are currently unavailable for
recreational mineral hunting by the
public. The recreational gold hunter
who wishes to suction dredge or gold
pan must now locate an area open for
mineral entry that is free from claims.
This process is very cumbersome to the
person who wishes to engage in this
recreational activity. Opening some of
the withdrawn lands to the recreational
gold hunter will greatly increase the
opportunities.

The public has expressed a need for
places to gold pan and suction dredge
without the burden of mining claims.
This Supplemental Rule will make
available rivers for the recreational gold
hunter and will protect the public lands
and resources from unnecessary or
undue degradation.

Authority for Supplemental Rules are
contained in title 43 Code of Federal
Regulations, subpart 8364.1.

Deane K. Swickard,

Area Manager.

[FR Doc. 97-2523 Filed 1-31-97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-40-M

[UT-020-07-1220-00]

Notice To Amend Pony Express
Resource Management Plan

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of intent to designate a
Special Recreation Management Area
which would amend a resource
management plan.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) is proposing an
amendment to the Pony Express
Resource Management Plan (RMP). The
proposed amendment would designate
certain public lands in Utah and Tooele
Counties as a Special Recreation
Management Area (SRMA). A
Recreation Area Management Plan
(RAMP) and environmental assessment
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