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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Marketing Service

7 CFR Part 1240
[AMS-FV-96-707.C]
Honey Research, Promotion, and

Consumer Information Order—
Continuance Referendum; Correction

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Correction to referendum order.

SUMMARY: This document contains a
correction to the referendum order
which was published Tuesday, July 2,
1996 (61 FR 34385). The referendum
order directed that a referendum be
conducted among honey producers,
producer-packers, and importers to
determine if they favor continuance of
the Honey Research, Promotion, and
Consumer Information Order.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Richard B. Schultz, Research and
Promotion Branch, Fruit and Vegetable
Division, AMS, USDA, P.O. Box 96456,
Room 2535-S, Washington, DC 29909—
6456; telephone (202) 720-9915.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

The Honey Research, Promotion, and
Consumer Information Act (Act)
provides that the Secretary of
Agriculture (Secretary) conduct a
referendum every 5 years among honey
producers, producer-packers, and
importers to determine whether they
favor continuance of the the Honey
Research, Promotion, and Consumer
Information Order (Order). The last
continuance referendum was conducted
in August 1991, and, in compliance
with the Act, a continuance referendum
will be held August 1996.

In the July 2, 1996, Federal Register
at 61 FR 34385, the Department of
Agriculture (USDA) ordered that a
referendum be held, set forth the
authority for conducting a continuance
referendum, announced the dates of the

the voting period and the representative
period for establishing voter eligibility,
the referendum agents, and the
procedures to be used to conduct the
referendum. However, the section of the
Act which provides that a continuance
referendum must be conducted was
incorrectly listed as section 13(d)(1)
rather than section 13(b)(1).

Need for Correction

In the final rule, the section of the Act
which provides that a continuance
referendum be conducted was
incorrectly listed as section 13(d)(1)
rather than section 13(b)(1).

Correction of Publication

Accordingly, in the July 2, 1996,
publication FR Doc.96-16839, page
34386, in the first column, under the
heading “‘Referendum Order”, in the
first line of the second paragraph the
words ““Section 13(d)(1)”’ are removed
and the words “‘Section 13(b)(1)" are
added in their place.

Dated: July 15, 1996.

Robert C. Keeney,

Director, Fruit and Vegetable Division.

[FR Doc. 96-18464 Filed 7-23-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 96-NM—-28-AD]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Fokker

Model F27 Mark 100, 200, 300, 400, 500,
600, and 700 Series Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes the
adoption of a new airworthiness
directive (AD) that is applicable to
certain Fokker Model F27 Mark 100,
200, 300, 400, 500, 600, and 700 series
airplanes. This proposal would require
a one-time visual inspection to detect
missing rivet heads or loose rivets of the
applicable stringer-to-rib connections in
the upper and lower wing skin, and
repair, if necessary. In lieu of the one-
time visual inspection or in addition to

that inspection, the proposed AD also
would require replacement of certain
rivets with certain new rivets in all
applicable rib-to-stringer connections of
the upper and lower wings. This
proposal is prompted by reports of
missing rivet heads at the rib-to-stringer
connections of the upper and lower
wing skin at stringers 5 and 6. The
actions specified by the proposed AD
are intended to prevent reduced
structural integrity of the wings that is
caused by problems associated with
missing and/or loose rivets.

DATES: Comments must be received by
September 3, 1996.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, ANM-103,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 96—-NM—
28-AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington 98055-4056.
Comments may be inspected at this
location between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

The service information referenced in
the proposed rule may be obtained from
Fokker Aircraft USA, Inc., 1199 North
Fairfax Street, Alexandria, Virginia
22314. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Transport
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ruth E. Harder, Aerospace Engineer,
Standardization Branch, ANM-113,
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington 98055-4056; telephone
(206) 227-1721; fax (206) 227-1149.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications shall
identify the Rules Docket number and
be submitted in triplicate to the address
specified above. All communications
received on or before the closing date
for comments, specified above, will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposals contained
in this notice may be changed in light
of the comments received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
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the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: “Comments to
Docket Number 96—-NM—-28-AD.”” The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Auvailability of NPRMs

Any person may obtain a copy of this
NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
ANM-103, Attention: Rules Docket No.
96-NM-28-AD, 1601 Lind Avenue,
SW., Renton, Washington 98055-4056.

Discussion

The Rijksluchtvaartdienst (RLD),
which is the airworthiness authority for
the Netherlands, recently notified the
FAA that an unsafe condition may exist
on certain Fokker Model F27 Mark 100,
200, 300, 400, 500, 600, and 700 series
airplanes. The RLD advises that it has
received two reports indicating that the
rivet heads were missing at the rib-to-
stringer connections of the upper and
lower wing skin at stringers 5 and 6, at
wing stations 11260, 11860, 12660, and
13460. These incidents occurred on two
airplanes that had accumulated 11,601
and 15,684 total flight cycles,
respectively. Investigation revealed that
the rivets on these airplanes have a
lower than allowable tensile strength,
which contributes to these rivets
becoming loosened over time. Loose or
missing rivets at the subject attachment
areas could result in reduced structural
integrity of the wing.

Relevant Service Information

Fokker has issued Service Bulletin
F27/57-74, dated November 15, 1994,
which describes procedures for a one-
time visual inspection to detect missing
rivet heads or loose rivets of the
applicable stringer-to-rib connections in
the upper and lower skin, and repair, if
necessary. In lieu of one-time visual
inspection, or in addition to that
inspection, the service bulletin also
contains procedures for replacement of
rivets having part number (P/N)
MS20600AD4W?2 with new rivets
having P/N CR3553P4 in all applicable
rib-to-stringer connections of the upper
and lower wings. The RLD classified

this service bulletin as mandatory and
issued Dutch airworthiness directive
BLA 93-094 (A), dated July 16, 1993, in
order to assure the continued
airworthiness of these airplanes in the
Netherlands.

FAA’s Conclusions

This airplane model is manufactured
in the Netherlands and is type
certificated for operation in the United
States under the provisions of section
21.29 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (14 CFR 21.29) and the
applicable bilateral airworthiness
agreement. Pursuant to this bilateral
airworthiness agreement, the RLD has
kept the FAA informed of the situation
described above. The FAA has
examined the findings of the RLD,
reviewed all available information, and
determined that AD action is necessary
for products of this type design that are
certificated for operation in the United
States.

Explanation of Requirements of Rule

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other airplanes of the same
type design, the proposed AD would
require a one-time visual inspection to
detect missing rivet heads or loose rivets
of the applicable stringer-to-rib
connections in the upper and lower
skin, and repair, if necessary. In lieu of
the one-time visual inspection, or in
addition to that inspection, the
proposed AD would require
replacement of certain rivets with
certain new rivets in all applicable rib-
to-stringer connections of the upper and
lower wings. The actions would be
required to be accomplished in
accordance with the service bulletin
described previously.

Cost Impact

The FAA estimates that 6 Fokker
Model 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, and
700 series airplanes of U.S. registry
would be affected by this proposed AD.

The proposed inspection would take
approximately 4 work hours per
airplane to accomplish the proposed
actions, at an average labor rate of $60
per work hour. Based on these figures,
the cost impact of the proposed
inspection action on U.S. operators is
estimated to be $240 per airplane.

The proposed replacement would take
approximately 19 work hours per
airplane to accomplish the proposed
actions, at an average labor rate of $60
per work hour. The cost of required
parts would be nominal. Based on these
figures, the cost impact of the
replacement proposed AD on U.S.

operators is estimated to be $1,140 per
airplane.

The cost impact figures discussed
above are based on assumptions that no
operator has yet accomplished any of
the proposed requirements of this AD
action, and that no operator would
accomplish those actions in the future if
this AD were not adopted.

Regulatory Impact

The regulations proposed herein
would not have substantial direct effects
on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
in accordance with Executive Order
12612, it is determined that this
proposal would not have sufficient
federalism implications to warrant the
preparation of a Federalism Assessment.

For the reasons discussed above, |
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a “‘significant regulatory action”
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a “significant rule”” under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding the following new airworthiness
directive:

Fokker: Docket 96—-NM-28—AD.

Applicability: Model F27 Mark 100, 200,
300, 400, 500, 600, and 700 series airplanes,
serial numbers 10653 through 10692
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inclusive; on which Part 1 of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Fokker
Service Bulletins F27/57-68 and F27/57-70
has not been accomplished; certificated in
any category.

Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
modified, altered, or repaired in the area
subject to the requirements of this AD. For
airplanes that have been modified, altered, or
repaired so that the performance of the
requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (d) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not
been eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent loose or missing rivets at the
rib-to-stringer connections of the upper and
lower wing skin at stringers 5 and 6, which
could result in reduced structural integrity of
the wings, accomplish the following:

(a) Except as provided by paragraph (c) of
this AD: Prior to the accumulation of 10,000
total flight cycles, or within 2 months after
the effective date of this AD, whichever
occurs later, perform a one-time visual
inspection to detect missing rivet heads or
loose rivets of the applicable stringer-to-rib
connections in the upper and lower skin, in
accordance with Part 2 of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Fokker
Service Bulletin F27/57-74, dated November
15, 1994.

(1) If no missing rivet head and no loose
rivet is detected, no further action is required
by paragraph (a) of this AD.

(2) If any missing rivet head or loose rivet
is detected, prior to further flight, repair the
affected rib-to-stringer connection, in
accordance with Part 1 of the
Accomplishment Instructions of the service
bulletin.

(b) Prior to the accumulation of 10,000
total flight cycles, or within 1 year after the
effective date of this AD, whichever occurs
later, replace rivets having part number (P/
N) MS20600AD4W2 with new rivets having
P/N CR3553P4 in all applicable rib-to-
stringer connections of the upper and lower
wings, in accordance with Part 1 of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Fokker
Service Bulletin F27/57-74, dated November
15, 1994.

(c) Airplanes on which the replacement
required by paragraph (b) of this AD is
performed within the compliance time
specified in paragraph (a) of this AD are not
required to accomplish the inspection
required by paragraph (a) of this AD.

(d) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager,
Standardization Branch, ANM-113, FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate. Operators
shall submit their requests through an
appropriate FAA Principal Maintenance
Inspector, who may add comments and then

send it to the Manager, Standardization
Branch, ANM-113.

Note 2: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Standardization Branch,
ANM-113.

(e) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to
a location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on July 18,
1996.

Stewart R. Miller,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 96-18773 Filed 7-23-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY
CORPORATION

29 CFR Parts 4001, 4043, 4065
RIN 1212-AA80

Reportable Events; Annual Report

AGENCY: Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation.

ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation is proposing amendments
to its reportable events regulation. The
Retirement Protection Act of 1994 made
significant changes to the reportable
events requirements, including adding
four new events. This proposed rule
addresses the RPA changes and
provides extensions of time and waivers
for certain filings. The rule reflects the
consensus of a negotiated rulemaking
committee consisting of representatives
of employers, participants, pension
practitioners, and the PBGC.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before September 23, 1996.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be mailed to
the Office of the General Counsel,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation,
1200 K Street, NW., Washington, DC
20005-4026, or delivered to Suite 340 at
the above address. Comments also may
be sent by Internet e-mail to
reg.comments@pbgc.gov. Comments
will be available for public inspection at
the PBGC’s Communications and Public
Affairs Department, Suite 240.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Harold J. Ashner, Assistant General
Counsel, or James L. Beller, Attorney,
Office of the General Counsel, PBGC,
1200 K Street, NW., Washington, DC
20005-4026, 202—-326-4024 (202-326—
4179 for TTY and TDD).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

Section 4043 of ERISA requires
reporting to the PBGC of certain events
that may indicate a need for the PBGC
to take action to protect participants and
the termination insurance program. RPA
expanded section 4043 by adding four
new reportable events involving: (1) a
company ceasing to be a member of a
plan’s controlled group; (2) a group
member liquidating; (3) a group member
declaring an extraordinary dividend or
redeeming stock above certain
thresholds; or (4) a plan maintained by
the group transferring 3 percent of its
benefit liabilities outside the group.

RPA also extended the reporting
obligation to contributing sponsors as
well as plan administrators; imposed an
advance reporting requirement in
certain limited circumstances for the
new and certain other reportable events;
and provided that reportable event
filings are confidential.

In developing this proposed
regulation, the PBGC for the first time
used a negotiated rulemaking
committee. The committee, which first
met in October 1995, is made up of
PBGC representatives and 14 private
parties representing the interests of large
and small employers, participants, and
pension practitioners. The committee’s
consensus recommendations are the
basis for this proposed rule.

Filing Obligation

When a reportable event occurs for a
plan, the plan administrator and
contributing sponsor must give the
PBGC notice within 30 days after that
person knows or has reason to know of
the event (post-event notice). In the case
of privately-held companies in
controlled groups maintaining plans
with over $50 million in total
underfunding and an overall funded
percentage below 90 percent, the
contributing sponsor must give 30 days
advance notice of the four events added
by RPA and any events added by the
regulation.

If an event occurs for more than one
plan in a controlled group, the reporting
requirement applies to the contributing
sponsor and, for post-event notice, the
plan administrator of each plan. When
more than one person is required to
notify the PBGC of a reportable event, a
filing by one of those persons is treated
as a filing by all of them.

Information Requirements
The regulation requires submission of
general information (e.g., identifying

information and a brief description of
the event) for all reportable events and
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